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Two  killed,  one  wounded  in  terror  attack  near  Hebron 


TWO  Israelis  were  killed  and  another  seriously 
wounded  yesterday  when  their  car  was  fired 
upon  by  terrorists  in  a passing  car  near  the  settle- 
ment of  Beit  Haggai,  south  of  Hebron. 

' Rafael  Yairi  (Klumfenberg),  36,  of  Kiryat 
Arba,  and  Margalit  Ruth  Shohat,  48,  of  Ma'ale 
Levona.  were  killed.  Shohat's  daughter,  Yael,  a 
student  at  Hebrew  University,  was  seriously 
wounded  in  the  head  and  was  taken  by  helicopter 
to  Hadassah-University  Hospital,  Ein  Kerem. 

. Yuri  was  buried  last  night  in  Hebron,  and 
Shohat  wQl  be  buried  today  in  Kfar  Aduraira. 

. Yairi  immigrated  from  Holland  last  year,  part- 
ly because  of  his  relationship  with  the  Shohat 
family  which  immigrated  from  Holland  two-and- 
a-half  years  ago.  During  the  year,  he  converted 
to  Judaism  and  three  months  ago  married  Haya, 
another  immigrant  from  Holland. 


Hie  attack  took  place  at  about  8:45  am.  Ha- 
mas’s military  wing,  Izzadin  Kasem  phoned  Isra- 
el Radio’s  Arabic  service  and  took  responsibility 
for  the  attack. 

“Kasem  will  answer  any  attacks  by  Israeli  sol- 
diers on  civilians  by  hitting  settler  targets,  be- 
cause we  consider  attacks  by  soldiers  on  innocent 
people  transgress  die  red  lines  of  die  rules  of  the 
game said  a statement  faxed  later  to  an  interna- 
tional news  organization. 

IDF  reinforcements,  headed  by  OC  Judea  and 
Samaria  Maj.-Gen  Shaul  Mofaz  and  OC  Central 
Command  Maj.-Gen.  Han  Biran,  rushed  to  the 
scene  and  began  a massive  search  for  the  at- 
tackers. The  car  believed  to  be  used  by  the 
terrorists  was  found  about  two  hours  afterward  in 
Hebron.  It  bad  been  torched. 

Chief  of  General  Staff  Lt.-Gen.  Ehud  Barak 


HERB  KBNON 


told  reporters  at  the  scene  he  expects  attacks  will 
continue.  “We  know  that  it  is  likely  that  attacks 
will  continue  in  Judea,  Samaria,  and  in  the  He- 
bron area.  We  also  don't  discount  the  possibility 
that  there  will  be  attempts  on  the  roads  in  Gosh 
Katif,  and  we  will  have  to  deal  with  all  these 
attacks,''  Barak  said. 

He  called  .on  people  with  gun  licenses  to  carry 
their  weapons  when  in  Judea,  Samaria,  or  Gush 
Katif  to  help  protect  the  thousands  of  cars  using 
the  roads  there. 

Reuven  TaJ,  a Beit  Haggai  resident  who  was 
the  first  on  the  scene,  said  be  saw  the  car  riddled 
with  bullets  and  summoned  help.  “I  notified  the 


army  that  there  bad  been  a serious  attack,  and 
summoned  the  ambulances,**  he  said. 

Avijnor  Yosef,  secretary  of  Beat  Haggai,  said 
the  attack  took  placed  few  hundred  meters  from 
the  settlement,  and  that  he  heard  the  shots. 
Yosef  said  the  road  from  Beit  Haggai  to  Beershe- 
ba  is  relatively  safe,  while  the  road  to  Hebron  “is 
full  of  problems’*  - cars  come  under  constant 
attack  from  stone-throwers.  He  said  the  IDF  is 
aware  of  the  problematic  nature  of  the  road  and 
patrols  it. 

Rabbi  Eliezer  Waldinan,  head  of  Yeshivat  Nir 
in  Kiryat  Arba  and  one  of  the  heads  of  the 
settlements  there,  said  the  attack  can  be  linked  to 
the  IDFs  withdrawal  from  Gaza  and  Jericho. 
“When  the  government  gives  arms  to  terrorists 
and  allows  them  to  come  into  the  country  dressed 
as  police,  and  when  the  terrorists  sec  that  the 


government  pull  back  when  they  attack,  then 
tiere  will  be  more  tenor.'* 

Hebron  Mayor  Mustafa  Natshe  reacted  to  the 
attack  by  saying:  “It  may  have  been  a response  to 
the  settlers  who  attacked  people  in  the  city  on 
Saturday.  It  is  violence  and  a response  to  vio- 
lence which  will  not  help  the  peace  process.  We 
have  been  suffering  for  80  days  since  the  massa- 
cre. The  city  has  been  dosed  for  the  security  of 
the.  settlers.  Shopkeepers  are  suffering.  This  has 
led  to  this  situation.'' 

Natshe  described  the  role  of  the  international 
observer  force  m Hebron  as  “ineffective." 

Last  night,  residents  of  Kfar  Adumim  blocked 
the  Jerusalem-Jericbo  road,  and  fights  were  re- 
ported between  them  and  Arabs  who  were  at- 
tempting to  travel  to  Jericho. 

Jon  Immanuel  contributed  to  this  report. 


\ 


Terror  victim  Yael  Shohat  is  brought  to  Hadassah-University  Hospital,  Ein  Kerem.  (Brian  Headier) 


Christopher  undeterred  by  lack 
of  progress  on  Syrian  track 

DAVID  MAKOVSKY  and  news  agencies 

US  SECRETARY  of  State  War- 


Jewish  Agency 
firm  makes 
PLO  flags 

BATSHEVA  TSUR 

A SUBSIDIARY  of  the  Jewish 
Agency  has  been  manufacturing 
flags  for  the  PLO.  The  Jerusalem 
Post  has  learned. 

■ The  company,  a branch  of  Ha- 
meshakem  located  in  Nabariya. 
produces  disposable  paper  prod- 
ucts. It  recently  received  an  order 
Tor  the  production  of  car  deodoriz- 
ers in  the  shape  of  28  different 
flags. 

One  of  the  flags  was  the  PLO 
flag,  but  the  company  director  did 
not  recognize  it.  The  person  who 
placed  the  order,  an  Israeli  entre- 
preneur, did  not  stipulate  which 
flags  he  was  ordering. 

When  questioned,  the  manager 
told  Jewish  Agency  Treasurer  Ha- 
nan  Ben-Yehuda  that  he  thought 
“it  was  just  another  flag  of  some 
East  European  country.'' 

The  company  manufactured 
some  several  hundred  PLO  flags 
before  a local  journalist  spotted  the 
PLO  flag,  Ben-Yehuda  said  last 
night. 

Ben-Yehuda  said  he  had  ordered 
an  immediate  halt  to  production  of 
the  flags. 

“This  is  a scandal,'*  Ben-Ye- 
huda said.  “It  is  not  feasible  that 
the  WZO.  which  more  than  any 
other  body  symbolizes  Zionist  val- 
ues and  the  return  of  tbe  Jewish 
people  to  its  homeland,  should  be 
(he  framework  for  the  production 
of  PLO  nags.” 

Hamesbakem  employs  the 
handicapped  and  is  operated  by  the 
Jewish  Agency  in  cooperation  with 
the  Ministry  of  Labor  and  Social 
Affairs. 

Comptroller’s 
report  today 

STATE  Comptroller  Miriam  Ben- 
Porai  is  to  present  her  office's  44th 
annual  report  to  the  Knesset  to- 
day. and  will  hold  a press  confer- 
ence this  afternoon  to  mark  its  re- 
lease. 

1 Extensive  coverage  of  the  main 
findings  of  the  nearly  1 3?00-page 
report  will  appear  in  tomorrow's 
Jerusalem  Post. 


ren  Christopher  is  stopping  off 
again  in  Damascus  today  in  a bid 
to  push  hopes  for  Middle  East 
peace  forward. 

“Problems  are  very  difficult  and 
each  specific  issue  has  a number  of 
difficult  aspects  to  it,"  Christopher 
told  reporters  at  a joint  news  con- 
ference in  Jerusalem  last  night 
with  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Ra- 
bin. after  the  two  met  for  an  hour. 

“But  with  the  prime  minister’s 
encouragement  I am  going  back  to 
Damascus  for  further  discussions  - 
as  he  [Rabin)  says  - to  try  to  find  a 
common  basis  between  the 
parties." 

Christopher  was  to  visit  Damas- 
cus this  morning  and  then  travel  to 
Cairo  later  in  the  day  before  re- 
turning to  Washington. 

Rabin  told  reporters  there  were 
still  differences  between  Israel  and 
Syria  on  “some  major  issues." 

“There  are  a lot  of  problems. 
We  are  in  the  beginning,  still  a 
long  way  to  go,"  Rabin  said.  “But 
1 believe  that  the  secretary  contin- 
ues his  efforts  to  find  out  a com- 
mon basis  for  the  continuation  of 
the  dialogue." 

A senior  Clinton  administration 


ISRAEL  formally  transferred  po- 
litical power  to  the  Palestinian  Au- 
thority in  the  Gaza  Strip  yester- 
day, but  the  IDF  delayed  its  full 
evacuation  pending  the  official  es- 
tablishment of  the  authority. 

Zakaria  Agha.  a member  of  the 
PLO  council  that  will  govern  the 
Gaza  Strip  and  Brig.-Gen.  Dov 
Gazit,  the  head  of  the  Civil  Ad- 
ministration there,  signed  a two- 
page  protocol  written  in  English 
that  accomplished  the  transfer. 
The  brief  ceremony  was  held  in 
the  civil  administration  offices 
near  the  Erez  checkpoint. 

Agha  told  Reuters  that  some 
governmental  issues  would  still 
have  to  be  worked  out  between 
Israel  and  the  PLO.  But  Gazit 
sought  to  leave  with  the  idea  that 
the  military  government  did  some 
good  in  impoverished  Gaza. 

“It’s  exciting  because  we  have 
been  responsible  for  the  area  for 


official  told  The  Jerusalem  Post 
last  night  that  Christopher  was  un- 
deterred by  the  pace  of  talks,  say- 
ing, "You  will  see  the  secretary 
malting  regular  visits  here." 

Israeli  sources  say  it  is  likely  that 
Christopher  will  return  to  the  re- 
gion on  approximately  June  12, 
after  attending  a NATO  meeting 
in  Istanbul,  but  the  official  refused 
to  confirm  this.  “However,  watch 
the  pattern  with  this  visit.  We  had 
a European  trip  planned,  and  con- 
tinued to  the  Middle  East.” 

A senior  Israeli  official  said  that 
“the  one  thing  the  secretary  of 
state  brought  here  from  Damascus 
was  a Syrian  willingness  to  engage 
in  phases  of  foil  withdrawal  over  a 
period  of  time,’’  but  it  remains 
unclear  if  an  exact  time  period  for 
withdrawal  was  stated. 

The  senior  US  official  admitted 
privately  last  night  that  most  of  the 
diplomatic  clarifications  are  being 
sought,  by  Jerusalem. 

Syria  is  less  interested  in  clarifi- 
cations from  Jerusalem,  because  it 
first  seeks  an  unambiguous  com- 
mitment to  full  Israeli  withdrawal 
from  the  Golan  Heights. 

“There  is  no  question  some 
movement  is  taking  place,  but  we 


27  years,  and  we  have  done  a lot  of 
work  under  difficult  conditions.  1 
think  we  succeeded  in  doing  some- 
thing," he  said. 

PLO  and  Israeli  officials  said  the 
remaining  problems  have  to  do 
with  the  budget  for  running  Gaza 
and  travel  by  Gaza  Palestinians  to 
Israel,  Judea,  and  Samaria.  Gazit 
said  it  would  take  time  and  pa- 
tience to  solve  the  problems. 

The  transfer  of  power  hands 
over  28  governmental  depart- 
ments which  handle  38  areas  of 
civilian  government. 

The  handover  brought  Gaza  an- 
other step  closer  to  self-rule,  but 
the  largest  crowds  which  assem- 
bled were  administration  workers 
trying  to  cadi  their  NIS  375  sever- 
ance pay  checks  at  post  offices  in 
the  strip  and  asking  where  the  next 
pay  check  would  come  from. 

Agha  will  start  paying  their  sala- 
ries from  June.  al-Kuds  reported. 


are  not  at  a point  where  it  can  be 
said  whether  it  will  lead  to  any 
success."  the  official  added.  “Now 
that  we  are  actually  in  real  negoti- 
ations themselves,  the  headway 
must  be  seen  as  coming  against  a 
different  backdrop." 

Environment  Minister  Yossi 
Sarid,  frustrated  by  the  lack  of 
progress  in  peace  talks  with  Syria, 
said  yesterday  that  Israel  could 
compromise  on  peace  moves  if 
only  Damascus  showed  the  same 
flexibility. 

Christopher  "is  certainly  famil- 
iar enough  with  the  negotiations  to 
understand  that  from  our  stand- 
point it’s  a package  deal,”  Sarid 
said. 

“This  package  deal  has  many 
important  components  and  so  long 
as  the  Syrians  will  be  ready  to 
come  towards  us  on  a certain  com- 
ponent we  can  also  show  flexibility 
on  another  component.” 

Christopher  held  two  more 
rounds  of  talks  with  Rabin  yester- 
day including  another  meeting  at 
his  home  last  night.  The  secretary 
of  state  also  held  separate  talks 
yesterday  with  Foreign  Minister 
Shimon  Peres. 

Christopher  in  Jericho,  Page  2 


Meanwhile,  Mohammed  Dah- 
lan  and  Jibril  Rajoub,  appointed 
by  PLO  leader  Yasser  Arafat  to  be 
in  charge  of  security  in  Gaza  and 
Jericho,  arrived  yesterday.  Dahlan 
came  from  Egypt  and  Rajoub 
crossed  the  AUenby  Bridge. 

Rajoub  was  welcomed  to  his 
hometown  of  Dura,  near  Hebron, 
while  Dahlan  went  to  the  PLO 
office  in  Gaza  City  and  then  to  the 
main  police  station. 

Dahlan  fled  the  country,  and 
Rajoub  was  deported  in  1988. 
Both  subsequently  became  close 
advisers  to  Arafat  on  Israeli  and 
local  Palestinian  affairs. 

The  IDF  presence  in  Gaza  was 
still  visible,  largely  in  the  Rimal 
neighborhood,  though  only  if  one 
looked  up.  In  tbe  streets,  Palestin- 
ian police  were  dearly  in  charge  as 
soldiers  manned  rooftops,  includ- 
ing one  opposite  the  house  of  ne- 
gotiator Dr.  Haidar  Abdel-Shafi- 


Control  of  Gaza  formally  transferred, 
but  IDF  delays  evacuation 

JON  IMMANUEL  and  ALON  PINKAS 


Rabin:  Arafat’s  call 
for  ‘jihad’  puts  peace 
process  in  question 


Peres  expected  to  meet 
PLO  leader  in  Oslo 


‘Main  battle 
is  Jerusalem’ 


DAVID  MAKOVSKY 


PRIME  Minister  Yitzhak  Ra- 
bin said  last  night  the  future  of 
the  peace  process  will  come 
into  question  unless  PLO 
Chairman  Yasser  Arafat  clari- 
fies a statement  he  made  last 
week  in  a Johannesburg 
mosque  calling  for  “a  jihad 
[holy  war]  to  liberate 
Jerusalem.” 

Rabin,  speaking  to  reporters 
after  meeting  with  US  Secre- 
tary of  State  Warren  Christo- 
pher, said  that  if  the  statement 
is  “repeated  ...  this  would  be  a. 
clear  violation  of  a basic  ele- 
ment of  the  continuation  of  the 
process.  Therefore,  we  will  ask 
for  a clarification,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind,  Israel 
will  not  be  able  to  accept  such  a 
violation  and  to  continue  the 
process  between  the  PLO  and 
us.” 

“You  have  to  come  and  fight 
jihad  to  liberate  Jerusalem,  your 
third  shrine.''  a voice  sounding 
like  Arafat's  can  be  beard  saying 
in  the  tape  of  the  speech.  “Jihad 
will  continue.  Jerusalem  is  not 
[just]  for  the  Palestinian  people,  it 
is  for  all  the  Moslem  nation.” 

When  asked  about  the  tape, 
Christopher,  standing  beside  Ra- 
bin, said,  “I  think  we’ll  have  to 
wait  for  clarification  of  the  state- 
ment. I simply  would  endorse 
what  the  prime  minister  said.  He 
said  it  very  carefully  and  dearly, 
and  it  would  be  superfluous  for  me 
to  try  to  comment  any  further  than 
tbe  prime  minister  has  said  so 
clearly  himself.” 

A senior  US  official,  briefing 
reporters  in  Jerusalem,  said  be  is 
concerned  about  the  effects  of 
Arafat’s  reputed  statements. 

“I  think  it  was  totally  out  of 
bounds,”  he  said.  'That  kind  of  a 
thing  should  be  a relic  from  the 
past." 

There  was  speculation  late  last 
night  that  Arafat  would  shortly  re- 
iterate the  commitment  he  made 
in  his  September  1993  letter  to  re- 
solve issues  peacefully,  in  effect 
renoundng  his  reputed  call  for  a 
jihad. 

Rabin  made  dear  Arafat’s  re- 
ported remarks  were  in  utter  con- 
tradiction to  the  pledge  the  PLO 


chairman  made  in  a letter  on  Sep- 
tember 9,  1993,  which  he  said  led 
him  to  agree  to  mutual  recognition 
with  the  PLO. 

The  Arafat  letter  says:  “The 
PLO  commits  itself  to  the  Middle 
East  peace  process,  and  to  a 
peaceful  resolution  of  the  conflict 
between  the  two  sides,  and  de- 
clares that  ail  outstanding  issues 
relating  to  permanent  status  will 
be  resolved  through 
negotiations." 

Foreign  Minister  Shimon  Peres 
is  likely  to  meet  with  Arafat  in 
Oslo  today  at  a ceremony  orga- 
nized by  tbe  Atlanta-based  Jimmy 
Carter  Center  honoring  Norway’s 
contribution  to  the  peace  process. 
Foreign  Ministry  officials  say. 
Should  the  two  meet.  Peres  will 
raise  the  purported  remarks,  the 
offidals  say. 

Arafat  was  not  available  for 
comment  on  the  autbentirity  of 
the  tape  and  PLO  offidals  said 
they  were  checking  the  report. 

In  tbe  tape,  a voice  sounding 
like  Arafat  claims  that,  upon  his 
insistence.  Rabin  wrote  a letter  be- 
fore the  signing  in  Cairo  two 
weeks  ago  saying  he  would  negoti- 
ate the  future  of  Jerusalem. 

Tbe  prime  minister  denied  writ- 
ing such  a letter,  noting  that,  un- 
der the  Oslo  Declaration  of  Princi- 
ples signed  last  September,  Israel 
is  obligated  to  negotiate  the  status 
of  tbe  city  during  final  status  nego- 
tiations beginning  two  years  from 
the  stan  of  the  Gaza/Jericho 
accord. 

After  his  own  meeting  with 
Christopher,  Foreign  Minister  Sbi- 
moo  Peres  also  said  he  was 
“shocked  and  amazed"  by  reports 
of  the  speech.  Arafat  allegedly 
made  the  speech  at  a closed  meet- 
ing in  a Johannesburg  mosque  af- 
ter attending  the  inauguration  of 
South  African  President  Nelson 
Mandela.  A new  immigrant  from 
Sooth  Africa  made  the  tape  avail- 
able to  Israel  Radio  (see  excerpts). 

Members  of  the  cabinet  also 
protested  against  Arafat's  report- 
ed comments  and  demanded  a 
government  response. 

“If  such  things  were  really  said, 
believe  me,  there  will  be  a very 
determined  and  aggressive  re- 
sponse,'* Police  Minister  Moshe 
Shaba!  said. 
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Tbe  foBomng  is  ao  excerpt  from 
what  Israel  Radio  yesterday  re- 
ported to  be  PLO  Chairman 
Yasser  Arafat's  speech  in  English 
in  Johannesburg  on  May  10. 

“The  jihad  will  continue  and  Je- 
rusalem is  not  for  the  Palestinian 
people.  It  is  for  aU  the  Moslem 
“limn  ” all  the  Moslem  “nma." 
Yon  are  responsible  for  Palestine 
and  Jerusalem  before  me. 

“You  have  to  understand  our 
main  battle  is  Jerusalem,  Jerusa- 
lem the  precious  shrine  of  the  Mos- 
lems. This  has  to  be  understood  by 
everybody  and  for  this  1 was  insist- 
ing before  signing  to  have  a letter 
fronj  them,  from  the  Israelis,  that 
Jerusalem  is  one  of  tbe  items  which 
has  to  be  under  discussion  and  not 
the  slate,  the  permanent  state  of 
brad. 

“No.  It  is  a permanent  Stale  of 
Palestine.  Yes.  It  is  a permanent 
State  of  Palestine  and  in  this  letter 
it  is  very  important  for  everybody 
to  know  I insist  to  mention  and 
they  have  written  this  letter.  I 
didn't  publish  it  until  now. 

“In  this  letter  we  are  responsible 
for  all  the  Christian  and  tire  Mos- 
lem and  Islamic  holy  sacred  sites. 
Yon  have  to  come  and  to  fight  a 
jihad  to  liberate  Jerusalem,  your 
precious  shrine.  And  this  is  very 
important.  And  for  this  agreement 
I insist  with  my  colleagues,  with  my 
brothers,  to  mention  that  not  ex- 
ceeding the  beginning  of  the  third 
year  and  directly  alter  the  signing 
of  Cairo  Agreement  to  start  dis- 
cussing the  ftiture  of  Jerusalem, 
the  future  of  Jerusalem. 

“And  you  saw  me  on  TV  while  I 
was  participating  when  I was  ... 
you  remember  the  picture,  because 
I was  insisting  to  mention  Jerusa- 
lem and  I said,  OK  I don't  want 
from  only  Rabin  this  promise.  No  I 
want  Otis  promise  from  the  cospon- 
sors Christopher  and  Kosyrev  and 
as  a witness  President  Mubarak, 
and  this  had  been  done.  This  was 
very  important  to  me. 

“And  Samaritans  in  Nablus  and 
Natorei  Karla  in  Jerusalem,  they 
are  refusing  to  recognize  the  Stale 
of  Israel  and  they  are  considering 
themselves  as  Palestinians.  I'm 
saying  this  to  give  proof  that  what 
they  are  saying  that  it  is  their  capi- 
tal. No,  it  Is  not  their  capital. 

“It  is  our  capital.  It  is  your  capi- 
tal. It  is  die  first  shrine  of  the  Islam 
and  all  the  Modems." 


Japhet  to  be 
sentenced 
today 

EVELYN  GORDON 

FORMER  Bank  Leumi  Chairman 
Ernst  Japhet  will  be  sentenced  to- 
day for  his  role  in  the  share  ma- 
nipulation which  caused  the  1983 
bank  shares  collapse. 

Japhet’s  lawyers  indignantly  de- 
nied an  Army  Radio  report  saying 
that  Japhet  would  be  in  Switzer- 
land when  the  sentence  is  pro- 
nounced. Technically,  the  agree- 
ment Japhet  reached  with  the  state 
this  winter  - as  a result  of -which  he 
agreed  to  return  from  the  US  to 
stand  trial  - would  permit  this, 
since  it  allows  him  freedom  to 
travel  abroad,  on  security  of  an 
NIS  1 million  bail.  The  only  re- 
quirement was  that  he  attend 
scheduled  trial  sessions. 

However,  his  lawyers  said,  he 
intends  to  be  in  court  this 
morning. 


T€lfiVIV  UNIV€flSITV 


Inauguration  of  Townsend  Avenue 
and  Unveiling  of  the  Memorial 
to  Maria  and  Jacob  Mandeibaum, 
Parents  of  Helena  Townsend 

Lecture 

Moshe  Atsmon 
Campus  Architect 
Landscaping  in  the  TAU  Campus 

on  Friday,  May  20, 1994  at  3 p.m. 
at  Tbwnsend  Avenue  between  Gilman  and  Sharett  Buildings 
Ttel  Aviv  University  Campus,  Ramat  Aviv 

Please  follow  the  direction  signs  to  the  ceremony 
Entrance  through  Ramniceanu  Gate  (4) 

- The  public  is  invited  - \ 
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Christopher  visits 


Palestinian  Jericho 


US  SECRETARY  of  State  War- 
ren Christopher  yesterday  be- 
came the  first  top-level  foreign 
dignitary  to  visit  the  seat  of  the 
new  Palestinian  Authority  in  Jer- 
icho since  the  handing  over  of  the 
town  by  the  IDF.  He  was  preced- 
ed two  weeks  ago  by  Japanese 
Foreign  Minister  Koji  Kakizawa, 
Who  was  the  first  foreign  minister 
to  visit  since  the  signing  of  the 
Gaza/Jericho  accords. 

“I  am  thrilled  to  be  here,” 
Christopher  told  reporters  as  he 
entered  Palestinian  Police  head- 
quarters. “One  of  the  reasons  I 
came  today  is  to  make  it  clear  to 
our  Palestinian  friends  that  they 
are  not  alone  in  this  endeavor 
and  that  we  in  the  international 
community  will  stand  with  them 
as  they  make  their  historic 
transition. 

“A  great  deal  rides  on  how  this 
is  worked  out.  We  all  have  a 
great  stake  in  the  success.  I am 
very  impressed  to  see  the  degree 
to  which  this  has  been  managed 


DAVID  MAKOVSKY 
and  news  agendas 


SOCIAL  & PERSONAL 


The  weekly  meeting  of  the  En- 
glish-speaking Jerusalem  Rotary 
Club  will  take  place  today.  1 p.m., 
at  the  YMCA.  King  David  St. 
Prof.  Salo  Grooowitz  will  speak  on 
the  Nobel  Prizes. 


The  Ambassador  Zev  and  Mary 
Sufott  Park  at  Yatir  will  be  inaugu- 
rated tomorrow.  Friends  from 
Holland  and  Israel  are  invited  to 
attend.  For  further  details,  contact 
the  Jewish  National  Fund,  (02) 
707403/567. 


with  skill  and  efficiency  and  I 
congratulate  them,”  Christopher 
said. 

“I  would  like  to  welcome  the 
secretary  of  state  here  to  Jericho 
in  the  first  stage  of  building  our 
state  of  the  future,”  said  Faisal 
Husseini.  recently  appointed  by 
PLO  Chairman  Yasser  Arafat  to 
be  a member  of  the  Palestinian 
Authority  governing  council. 

Christopher's  hour-long  talk 
with  Palestinian  leaders  - which 
included  Husseini,  Saeb  Erakat, 
and  Han  an  Ashrawi  - centered 
on  US  and  international  funding 
for  the  authority.  Palestinians  as- 
sured Christopher  that  the  body 
will  soon  be  fully  functioning. 

ft  is  believed  that  Christopher 
will  wait  to  see  how  the  authority 
functions  before  urging  the 
World  Bank  to  disburse  large 
sums  of  assistance. 

The  US  has  committed  itself  to 
provide  the  Palestinians  with 
S500  million  of  aid  over  the  next 
five  years. 

After  the  meeting,  Husseini 
told  reporters  that  he  and  his  col- 
leagues had  made  several  com- 
plaints to  Christopher.  One  of 
them,  he  said,  was  that  it  is 
wrong  for  settlers  who  come  to 
pray  in  the  Jericho  synagogue  to 
enter  the  building  with  automatic 
weapons;  this  does  not  befit  a 
place  of  prayer,  he  said.  Another 
complaint,  Husseini  said,  is  that 
Israel  is  still  expanding 
settlements. 


Nablus  resident 


ARRIVALS 


shot  dead 


For  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  Tel  Aviv  University  - From 
Argentina:  Mrs.  Simone  Mallah.  From 
France:  Maurice  Goldschlcgcr.  vice  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Governors,  for  the 
awarding  of  the  Prof.  Richard  Stein  Memo- 
rial Prize  and  for  the  inauguration  of  the 
Gabricla  Goldschlcgcr  Laboratory  for  Exact 
Measurements:  Mr.  & Mrs.  David  Eskcoazi. 
From  Italy:  Mr.  and  Mrs.-  Beniamino  Mala- 
ria. for  the  opening  ot  an  exhibition  by  Mar- 
cel Duchamp.  From  South  Africa:  Mrs.  Eva 
Gluckman.  From  Australia:  Mrs.  Shulamith 
Handelsman.  for  the  inauguration  of  the 
Australia  Aliya  Wing.  From  Curacao:  Mor- 
ris E.  Curiel.  to  receive  an  honorary  doctor- 
ate. From  Mexico:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neftali 
FrankcJ.  Tzvi  Naor.  From  Brazil:  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Mario  Adler.  From  the  US:  Steve  Fain- 
barg.  Mr.  & Mrs.  Neil  Side  row.  Mr.  & Mrs. 
Robert  Warner. 


ALON  PINKAS 


BASHAR  Zaban,  23,  of  Nablus, 
was  killed  yesterday,  when  a Be- 
zek  security  officer  shot  him  after 
he  tried  to  snatch  the  officer's 


Td  thg.  Scott  Family 
We  share  your  profound  grief 
on  the  passing  of 


SHIRLEY  SCOTT  » 


Management  and  Staff  of  the 
First  International  Bank 


Jewish  National  Fund 
of  America 


Keren  Keyemeth  Leisrael 
Head  Office,  Jerusalem 


announce  with  great  sorrow  the  passing  of 


Judge  ZEV  KOGAN 


President  of  JNF,  Greater  Miami,  Florida 


The  coffin  will  be  brought  to  Israel  and  the 
funeral  will  take  place  tomorrow,  May  19, 1994 
at  12  noon,  departing  from  the  Sanhedria 
Funeral  Home  for  the  Har  Hamenuhot  Cemetery. 


With  deep  sorrow  we  announce  the  passing  of  our 
husband,  brother,  father  and  grandfather 


WILHELM  - WILLY  GOTTESMANN 


The  funeral  will  take  place  today,  Wednesday, 
May  18,1 994  at  the  Hof  Hacarmel  Old  Cemetery, 
Haifa,  Main  Gate. 

Bus  transportation  at  10:30  a.m.  from  12  Masada  St 


The  Family 


The  shiva  will  be  private. 


The  Directors  and  Staff  of  The  British  Olim  Society 
together  with  the  members  of  the  BOS  Moadon,  Karmiel 


extends  sincere  condolences  to  Noreen  Firestone  and  family 
on  the  death  of 


DAVID  b": 


express  its  condolences  and  shares  the  grief  of  the 
Shulman  family  on  the  passing  of 


PAUL  SHULMAN 


Member  of  the  International  Board  of  Governors 


Christopher  arrived  in  Jericho 
just  minutes  after  Hamas  terror- 
ists killed  two  settlers  in  the  He- 
bron area. 

The  secretary’s  motorcade  was 
escorted  along  the  dusty  streets 
of  Jericho  by  dozens  of  Palestin- 
ian policemen  toting  Kalashni- 
kov assault  rifles,  riding  in  open 
jeeps  and  vans. 

As  a gesture  of  welcome  to 
Christopher,  several  dozens  boy 
scouts  from  Nablus  and  Hepron 
waited  outside  the  police  stejion. 
until  a few  days  ago  the  civn  ad- 
ministration building. 

While  the  Palestinians  ap- 
peared to  take  pride  in  hosting 
their  guest,  it  was  US  security 
personnel  who  ran  things  inside 
the  building.  It  was  they  who  in- 
structed the  police  not  to  permit 
entry  for  almost  a dozen  foreign 
journalists  who  wanted  to  cover 
the  event  in  the  compound. 

After  meeting  with  the  Pales- 
tinians, Christopher  toured  Hi- 
sham's  Palace. 

Herb  Keinoti  adds 

About  20  Jews,  many  of  them 
armed,  studied  in  the  yeshiva  at 
the  ancient  Shalom  A I Yisraei 
synagogue  in  Jericho  yesterday, 
while  Palestinian  police  stood 
guard  outside. 

Rabbi  Mordechai  Rabino- 
vitcb,  the  head  of  the  yeshiva, 
said  no  words  were  exchanged 
between  the  yeshiva  students  and 
the  police. 

“We  walked  in,  and  there  was 
no  contact  with  the  police.”  Ra- 
binovitch  said.  “We  don't  see 
ourselves  as  subordinate  to 


vmmoT't  ss^SSOS  — — ■ ■■■  ■■  -■  - — ^ . 

US  Secretary  of  State  Warren  Christopher,  accompanied  by  Palestinian  leader  Faisal  Husseini  (center)  and  a Palestinian 
Police  officer,  tours  the  rains  of  Hisham’s  Palace  in  Jericho  yesterday. 


them.  If  they  would  approach 
me,  I would  say  that  if  there  is  a 
problem  they  should  call  the 
IDF.  1 don't  want  to  create  the 
impression  that  they  can  exercise 
authority  over  us.” 

On  Sunday,  the  first  time 
armed  students  studied  at  the  ye- 


shiva while  Palestinian  police 
stood  guard  outside,  the  head  of 
the  Jericho  police  force,  Maj.- 
Gen.  Haj  Ismali,  said  that  “Jew- 
ish settlers  will  be  allowed  free 
access  to  the  synagogue,  but  not 
with  arms.  It  is  legally 
prohibited.” 


He  claimed  that  the  entrance 
of  armed  Jews  in  the  compound 
was  “a  violation  of  the  agree- 
ment with  Israel.” 

Rabinovitch,  however,  .said 
that  OC  Central  Command  Maj.- 
Gen.  Han  B Irani  last  week  told 
yeshiva  beads  that  under  the 


agreement,  yeshiva  students  will 
allowed  to  bring  arms  into  the 
compound.  Rabinovitch  said  thin 
it  is  unthinkable  that  the  students 
would  go  there  unarmed. 

■“There  is  a lot  to  be  wary  of,”  he 
said.  “Terrorists  have  been  turned 
into  soldiers  all  over  the  city.”  ■ 


Barak:  IDF,  not  settlers,  injured  Hebron  Palestinians 


weapon. 

Three  Bezek  vans  were  in  the 
city,  when  a mob  surrounded 
them  and  began  hurling  stones. 
Zaban  then  attempted  to  disarm  a 
Bezek  security  officer,  but  was 
shot  in  the  head.  He  later  died  of 
his  wounds  in  Sheba  Hospital  at 
Tel  Hashomer. 


MOST  of  the  Palestinians  in- 
jured in  clashes  with  settlers  in 
Hebron  on  Shavuot  were  actually 
struck  by  the  IDF.  Chief  of  Gen- 
eral Staff  Lt.-Gen.  Ehud  Barak 
disclosed  to  the  cabinet 
yesterday. 

Barak  reportedly  said  that  the 
IDF  only  became  involved  fol- 
lowing a chain  of  events.  First,  a 
yeshiva  student  was  stoned,  and 
fired  his  weapon  claiming  self- 
defense. 

This  in  turn  set  off  unrest 
among  Palestinians.  Barak  said 
the  IDF  is  still  investigating  to 
see  whether  the  yeshiva  student 
indeed  fired  in  self-defense. 

Cabinet  ministers  slammed  the 
settlers  for  triggering  the -inci- 
dent, saying  they  knew  full  well 


that  entering  tense  areas  of  He- 
bron in  the  aftermath  of  the  mas- 
sacre could  only  invite  trouble. 

Ministers  also  condemned  the 
killing  of  two  settlers  yesterday 
in  Hebron. 

Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
said  Israel  would  not  be  deterred 
by  “the  enemies  of  peace  on  both 
sides,  who  are  bent  on  disrupting 
the  peace  process.”  Yossi  Sarid 
said  Israel  would  fight  against 
Hamas  terrorists  killing  settlers, 
as  well  as  against  the  “provoca- 
tions” of  die  settlers  themselves. 

The  clash  occurred  in  the  area 
known  as,  Bab  al=Zawia,i  which 
settlers  say  is  near  the. grave. of 
Yishai,  the  biblical  father  of  King 
David.  ' 

Participants  in  the  cabinet 
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meeting  cited  Barak  as  declaring 
that  only  three  Palestinians  re- 
main hospitalized,  while  the  rest 
were  “very  slightly"  injured. 

“The  chief  of  staff  said  that  of 
those  who  were  injured,  the 
overwhelming  majority  were 
hurt  by  the  army  and  not  the 
settlers,"  one  participant  said. 

A statement  issued  yesterday 
by  the  Temporary  Internationa] 
Presence  in  Hebron  (TIPH)  unit 
in  Hebron  said  two  Palestinians 
were  wounded  seriously,  and 
promised  its  own  investigation. 
One  Palestinian  child,.:.y-y®ar- 
old  Banan  Zayed,  has  a bullet 
lodged  in-his  throat.  > 

In  response  to  questions  why 


the  IDF  allowed  the  settlers  to 
move  freely  about  in  tense  areas 
of  Hebron.  Barak  replied  that 
unless  the  cabinet  decides  other- 
wise, existing  policy  remains.  He 
said  settlers  can  visit  old  grave 
sites  providing  prior  coordina- 
tion is  worked  out  with  the  IDF. 
and  people  walk  as  a group. 
Herb  Keinon  adds: 

Responding  to  the  criticism 
■leveled  against  the  Ktryat  Arba 
students  in  the  cabinet.  Rabbi 
Eliezer  Wald  man,  head  of  Yeshi- 
vat  Nir  in  Kiryat  Arba  where 
they  study,  said,  “What  kind  of 
self-hatred  can  get,  into,  .people 
. thatthey  immediately  blame  the  . 
.attack  on  the  JeVvs,  the  'people  ■ 
"who  weriiattacted.  Thfeysdythis 
■ was  a provocation,  our  very  pres- 


ence is  a provocation  for  them:  * 

Waldman  said  that  the  stu- 
dents fired  into  the  air  Monday 
afternoon  after  they  were  sur- 
rounded by  Palestinians,  and 
were  having  cinder  blocks,  rocks 
and  bottles  thrown  at  them.  • 


Aharon  Domb,  spokesman  for 
the  Council  of  Jewish  Communi- 
ties in  Judea,  Samaria  and  Gaza, 
said  “Unfortunately  there  are  se- 
nior political  officials  who  know- 
ingly distort  reality  when  Arabs 
attack  Jews,  like  Monday  in  He- 
bron and  yesterday  in  Beit  Hag- 
gai.  These  officials  always  ex- 
plain why  Jews  are  being 
attacked , and'  in  so  doing  cheap- 
en the  blooU  of  the  residents  of 
the  settlements.”  « 


Rothschild: 
PA  won’t 
boost  economy 


Netanyahu:  Gov’t  planning  redivision  of  Jerusalem 


DAVID  MAKOVSKY 


A TOP  security  official  told  the 
cabinet  yesterday  that  he  doubts 
whether  the  economic  situation 
will  improve  under  the  Palestinian 
Authority  (PA),  and  that  econom- 
ic failure  has  serious  political  im- 
plications for  the  Palestinians' 
future. 

According  to  participants  in  the 
cabinet  meeting,  IDF  Coordinator 
of  Activities  in  the  Territories 
Maj.-Gen.  Danny  Rothschild  also 
said  that  the  PA  has  begun  to  col- 
lect guns  of  private  Palestinians, 
but  the  population  has.  so  far. 
only  limited  interest  in 
cooperating. 


Rothschild  said  that  Israel  will 
depend  upon  the  cooperation  of 
the  PA  in  arranging  Palestinian 
work  permits  in  Israel.  While-Isra- 
el  will  remain  in  control  of  select- 
ing the  criteria  for  who  can  work  - 
namely  whether  they  have  a jail 
record  or  not  - the  PA  will  have  a 
say  in  selecting  the  actual 
individuals. 


LIKUD  leader  Binyamin  Netan- 
yahu said  yesterday  he  does  “not 
fully  trust  the  government's  deni- 
al of  the  existence  of  a private 
understanding  with  Arafat  to  ne- 
gotiate the  redi  vision  of  Jerusa- 
lem. If  Arafat  is  indeed  lying, 
then  he  has  breached  the  signed 
accord.  So  why  does  this  obse- 
quious government  do  absolutely 
nothing  about  it?  Unless,  of 
course,  be  is  not  lying.” 

Yesterday’s  roadside  murder 
at  Beit  Haggai  added,  according 
to  Netanyahu,  “further  evi- 
dence, if  any  were  still  needed,  to 
the  utter  failure  of  this  defeatist, 
fawning  government,  which  gives 
in  to  the  PLO  and  allows  Hamas 
a free  hand  to  murder  Jews,  who 
are  then  posthumously  labeled 
the  ‘victims  of  peace.'  The  es- 
sence of  peace  is  that  it  should 
claim  no  victims  and  be  unsoiled 
by  bloodshed.” 


SARAH  HONIG 


Anti-government  demonstra- 
tions were  held  at  scores  of  loca- 
tions throughout  the  country  last 
night.  Dozens  of  protesters  gath- 
ered outside  the  prime  minister's 
residence  in  Jerusalem  during 
US  Secretary  of  State  Warren 
Christopher's  meeting  with 
Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin, 
causing  large  traffic  jams. 

This  government,  Netanyahu 
continued,  “is  totally  unable  to 
act.  It  is  unable  to  say  no  to  Ara- 
fat. It  is  uriahle  to  tell  him  that  it 
is  fed  up;  that  it  is  no  longer 
ready  to  be  constantly  debased, 
spat  at,  and  slapped  in  the  face. 
But  this  government's  humilia- 
tion threshold  is  unbelievably 
high.  It  has  just  signed  a peace 
deal  and  Arafat  is  already  declar- 
ing a jihad,  a holy  war.  He  calls 
on  all  Moslems  to  converge  on 


Jerusalem  and  wrest  it  from  the 
Jews -He  says  we  have  no  right  to 
it  as  our  capital  and  this  govern- 
ment does  nor  even  wipe  the  spit 
from  its  face  and  once  more 
stands  fully  upright  on  its 
knees.” 

Netanyahu  called  the  prime 
minister’s  reaction  to  Arafat's 
call  for  a jihad  “totally  unsatis- 
factory. Arafat  has  revealed  just 
how  much  it  is  Gaza  and  Jericho 
first,  with  all  of  the  other  territo- 
ries and  Jerusalem  slated  to  fol- 
low.” He  said  Rabin  needs  “to 
do  more  than  just  pay  weak  lip 
sendee.  He  must  shut  down  the 
PLO  offices  in  Jerusalem  and 
prevent  Faisal  Husseini  and  Sari 
Nusseibeh  from  serving  on  PLO 
negotiating  teams  and  in  the  au- 
tonomy institutions.” 

The  National  Religious  Party’s 


Zevulun  Hammer  linked  the  Beit 
Haggai  attack  to  Arafat’s  call  fair 
a jihad,  saying  that  “the  shooting 
is  only  the  first  volley  for  the  holy 
war  on  Jerusalem  which  Arafat 
declared.  By  giving  up  Jerichcr. 
the  government  has  made  Jerusa- 
lem and  its  vicinity  all  the  more 
vulnerable  to  Arafat  and  his 
bands  of  terrorists,  no  mattes' 
what  cover  name  they  use.”  ? 


Tsomet  leader  Rafael  Eitap 
marveled  at  “how  a government, 
which  has  been  so  repeatedly 
warned  by  every  single  intelli- 
gence agency  in  this  country  thaj 
its  peace  will  mean  more  blood- 
shed, nevertheless  goes  ahead  oh 
a road  that  it  knows  can  lead  only 
to  disaster.” 


Moledet  issued  a statement 
saying  that  /‘Rabin's  peace  has 
just  cost  us  two  more  victims  oh 
its  altar.” 


State  asks  court  to  reject  petition  against  Hebron  Jews 


Rothschild  announced  that 

10.000  of  the  12.000  Palestinians 
who  have  work  permits  are  cur- 
rently working  in  Israel.  Most  of 
those  Palestinians  who  are  al- 
lowed entry  work  in  agriculture, 
while  some  work  in  industry  and 
in  tourism.  The  total  amount  of 
Palestinians  allowed  to  work  in 
Israel  is  a sliver  of  the  estimated 

120.000  who  labored  inside  the 
Green  Line  just  over  a year  ago. 


A PETITION  asking  that  the  Jews  be  removed 
from  Hebron  should  be  thrown  out,  because 
this  is  a purely  political  issue,  the  state  told  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  yesterday. 

It  was  responding  to  a petition  by  attorney 
Mohammed  Dahla  and  11  other  Arabs,  which 
demanded  that  the  Jewish  settlements  in  He- 
bron be  dismantled  and  that  the  Jews  living 
there  be  disarmed  until  this  is  done.  The  case 
will  be  heard  tomorrow. 

“This  court  has  repeatedly  said  it  will  not 
discuss  questions  which  predominantly  revolve 
around  the  government's  policy,  such  as  the 
implementation  of  the  agreements  between  Is- 
rael and  the  PLO,"  wrote  Nili  Arad,  head  of 
the  Justice  Ministry’s  High  Court  division,  in 
her  response.  “The  future  of  the  Jewish  com- 
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in  general  justifies  giving  these  settlers  weapons 
for  the  purpose  of  self-defense.” 

If  the  weapons  are  misused,  they  will  be 
taken  away,  she  added,  but  only  on  an  individ- 
ual basis. 

The  petitioners  had  argued  that  the  Hebron 
settlements  are  illegal  because  they  were  start- 
ed at  the  settlers'  own  initiative,  rather  than  as 
a result  of  government  policy.  However,  Arad 
noted,  all  had  been  retroactively  approved  by 
the  government. 

“The  Jewish  settlement  in  Hebron  is  a fact 
which  has  been  approved  by  cabinet  decisions 
throughout  the  years,”  she  wrote. 

She  also  rejected  the  petitioners’  charge  that 

thl>  IpuK  in  Uakmn  „<a  ■ ° . 


accepted  compensation  and  therefore  re- 
nounced their  claims. 

If  those  few  whose  claims  have  not  yet  been 
settled  - who  are  not  among  the  petitioners  -• 
wsn  to  argue  the  matter  in  court,  she  added*  „ 
the  proper  forum  would  be  the  ordinal  * 
courts,  not  the  High  Court  ™ 

the  •’““oners’  claim  thai 
to  meet  its  obligations  undei! 
nnemation3!  law  to  protea  the  Arab  residents,* 
not  stopped  the  settlers  from  injuring 
them,  and  is  also  continuously  imposing  restric- 
on  the  Arabs’  freedom' of 
ne  army,  she  said,  is  doing  everythin^  in  its 
powt  to  protect  the  Arab  rJdeoSof  ^e  dU 
Those  restrictions  on  their 


Golan  residents  demonstrate 


Hundreds  of  Golan  residents 
demonstrated  yesterday  against 
possible  withdrawal  from  the  re- 
gion at  a point  200  meters  north  of 
Ein  Gev.  which  was  the  border 
with  Syria  prior  to  1967. 

Among  the  placards  at  the  dem- 
onstration were  those  reading  “I 
love  the  Golan  Heights.”  "Golan 
stands  for  all  of  Israel.”  and  “The 
Golan  is  my  home.”  The  demon- 
stration passed  without  incident. 


— J ir- MU.  jvaia,  WIVK.  I rpCtrirfinn  , . "■*“  Ml  cut  Uiy. 

her  response.  “The  future  of  the  Jewish  com-  She  also  rejected  the  petitioners’  charge  that  hav^  • “*a?cuons  ?°  the,r  movement  which 
muni  ties  in  Judea,  Samaria,  and  Gaza  is  an  the  Jews  in  Hebron  are  illegally  living  on  Arab  the  M^wi"1?Sed'  SUCh  “ the  curfew  after 
outstanding  issue  in  the  political  discussions  property,  which  hid  been  confiscated  bv  the  *n  ^ veJmassacre'  were  necessary 

[with  the  PLO].”  . army  for  security  reasons  that  had  since  lapsed.  dUC  t0  of  'he 

There  is  also  no  justification  for  disarming  Most  of  the  Hebron  settlers.  Arad  said  tive  i * , 

the  settlers,  she  said,  on  property  that  was  originally  Jewish.  Thoueh  ftiX  k 6 , Problem, ’she  cited  the 

"The  IDF  believes  the  settlers  in  Hebron,  like  some  also  live  in  areas  confiscated  by  thearmv  SmqK  January  1 , 1993  and  March 

all  the  other  settlers  in  Judea,  Samaria,  and  the  security  reasons  leading  to  those  confisca-  195  resklents  of  Hebron  had  filed 

Gaza,  arefikety  to  find  then  lives  in  danger,"  she  tjons  are  still  valid,  she  said,  and  furthermore,  JeWS  lhe  police.  iK 

wrote.  The  degree  of  their  exposure  [to  danger]  the  fonnef  owners  had  in  most  cases  alreadO  ™ residents  the 'army  had 

_ _ . „ , j iea  some  2300  complaints  against  Arabs.  ' 


— ’■"'“fmuiu  against  Arabs 

PLO  paying  Sha’ath  $500,000  for  computer  system  - 

Lrn  DID  i>  mi-inn  tVYl  non  DIM  uirw. . ..  » 


Two  killed  in  road  accident 


Two  young  men  were  killed  in  a 
traffic  accident  which  apparently 
occurred  late  Monday  night  at  the 
northern  exit  from  Afuia.  Their 
bodies  were  discovered  early  yes- 
terday  morning,  one  inside  the 
car,  and  one  in  a ditch  alongside 
the  road. 

Their  car  was  apparently  travel- 
ing at  excessive  speed  when  it  ran 
off  the  road,  uprooting  a bush  be- 
fore overturning.  flan 


THE  PLO  is  paying  $500,000  to 
the  company  headed  by  chief  Pal- 
estinian negotiator  Nabil  Sha’ath 
for  setting  up  a computer  data  sys- 
tem for  the  Palestinian  self-gov- 
ernment, the  Jerusalem  Post  has 
learned. 

Sha’ath  maintains  the  deal  does 
not  constitute  a conflict  of  interest, 
as  his  company.  Team  Internation- 
al, is  carrying  out  The  project  for 
millions  of  dollars  less  than  was  of- 
fered by  the  Civil  Administration, 
informed  sources  said. 

Sha’ath's  son,  Aii,  a computer 
expert,  has  been  in  Gaza  for  the 
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past  two  weeks  completing  the 
project,  which  involves  the  trans- 
fer of  Palestinian  population  re- 
cords to  the  self-government. 


Team  is  not  making  a profit  on  the 
computer  project,  had  come  under 


criticism  in  some  PLO  circles- 

vSthrt t00mPW*  c,ose  connections- 
wath  the  establishment  of  the  Pales* 
timan  self-government. 


The  sources  said  the  Civil  Ad- 
ministration offered  to  do  the  job 
for  the  Palestinians  at  a cost  of  $6 
million.  The  PLO  rejected  the  of- 
fer, and  instead  chose  Team  Inter- 
national, which  Sha’ath  founded 
and  serves  as  chairman  of  the 
board. 


Sha'ath,  who  told  associates  that 


THE  KNESSET 

Tomorrow,  Thursday,  May  i o 

6 WShp°J°UrS  °f  **  Knesset  building, 
_as  the  Knesset  will  ha  sitting  u 
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Mayors,  MKs 
support  social 
workers’  strike 

DAN  EZENBERG  and  Itim 


I 


THE  country’s  mayors  and  local 
j council  heads  yesterday  voted 
. unanimously  to  support  the  social 
! workers’  strike.  The  mayors  also 
, decided  to  hold  a solidarity  dem- 
I.  rjjnspration  tomorrow  morning  op- 
jgposrte  the  prime  minister’s  Tel 
IgpLviv  office. 

!■  “I  call  on  the  government,  in 
; the  name  of  all  the  heads  of  local 
• authorities  in'  the  country,  to  sit 
I down  immediately  with  the  social 
t workers  and  begin  negotiations 
: with  them  to  put  an  end'  to  the 
1 sttike,”  Union  of  Local  Authori- 
{ • ties  chairman  Adi  Eldar  said  yes- 
{-.■terday,  in  announcing  the  mayors' 
&*SecisioQ. 

“Their  strike  harms  a popula- 
that  doesn't  go  out  into  the 
greets  to  declare  its  distress,  so  we 
•unci!  heads  must  bring  the  gov- 
ern into  a dialogue  with  rep- 
.,  itathres  of  the  soda!  workers, 
^jjiost  of  whom  work  for  the  local 
^authorities  and  perform  a difficult 
ji&sk  with  devotion,''  Eldar  said. 
.;&•  In  another  indication  of  grow- 
ling support  for  the  strike,  30  MKs 
i;.yestenlay  signed  a petition  calling 
~on  the  Finance  Ministry  not  to 
“treat  the  social  workers  "cold- 
’Tleartedly”  and  to  see  to  it  they 
receive  “a  substantial  and  proper” 
!' Salary  increase.  The  petition  was 
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Alleged  drug  smugglers  remanded 

Two  alleged  members  of  an  international  drug  trafficking  ring, 
responsible  for  smuggling  more  than  7 kg.  liquified  cocaine 
disguised  as  coffee  liqueur  into  the  country  from  Colombia  via 
London  were  remanded  for  10  days  by  Tel  Aviv  Magistrates 
Court  yesterday. 

Shimon  Sasson.  32,  who  police  believe  is  the  gang  leader,  and 
Meir  Levy.  23,  maintained  their  innocence.  Around  IS  grams  of 
powder  cocaine  were  found  at  Levy's  home. 

Three  other  men.  including  the  courier  captured  at  Ben- 
Gurion  Airport  with  seven  bottles  of  “liqueur,”  were  remanded 
for  1 1 days  on  Sunday. 

; Boy  inadvertently  strangled  by  brother 

* Walid  Ali  Khatib.  4,  from  Makr  near  Acre,  strangled  to  death 
while  trying  to  enter  his  father’s  car  on  Monday. 

According  to  police,  the  father  had  taken  Walid  and  another 
son,  10.  with  him  when  he  went  to  work  on  the  new  house  he  is 
'!  building  in  the  village.  As  the  father  worked,  the  two  boys 

* played. 

At  some  point,  the  older  got  into  the  car  and  the  younger 
tried  to  follow,  but  found  the  front  door  locked,  be  tried  to  climb 
1 in  the  window,  but  was  unable  to  do  so.  To  help  him,  his 

* brother  tried  to  open  the  door,  but  inadvertently  turned  the 
window  handle,  roiling  it  up  and  strangling  his  brother.  Itim 

Yosef’s  wife  has  heart  attack 

Rabbanit  Margalit  Yosef.  68,  the  wife  of  Shas’s  mentor  Rabbi 
Ovadia  Yosef,  was  unconscious  and  in  serious  but  stable 
condition  at  Hadassah-University  Hospital  in  Jerusalem's  Ein 
_ Kerem  after  suffering  a heart  attack  yesterday. 

Her  husband  rushed  to  the  hospital  to  be  with  her;  numerous 
yeshiva  students  also  appeared  on  the  scene  to  pray  for  her 
recovery. 

289  AIDS  cases  since  1981 

Since  1981,  there  have  been  289  Israelis  with  full-blown  AIDS 
and  1,141  known  carriers,  the  Health  Ministry  said  yesterday.  Of 
the  AIDS  patients,  205  have  died  here,  68  are  still  alive,  and 
the  rest  left  the  country.  Of  the  carriers,  283  are  women.  Thirty 
of  the  carriers  have  died,  and  33  have  left  Israel. 

Senior  Puerto  Rican  official  arrives 

Puerto  Rican  Secretary  of  State  Baltasar  Corrado  del  Rio 
arrived  yesterday  on  a five-day  visit  designed  to  develop 
economic  investment,  trade,  agricultural  assistance,  and 
tourism. 

Corrado  del  Rio  will  meet  with  President  Ezer  Weizman. 
Agriculture  Minister  Ya'acov  Tsur,  Housing  Minister  Binyamin 
Ben-Eliezer,  Deputy  Foreign  Minister  Yossi  Beilin,  and  senior 
Housing  and  Tourism  ministry  officials. 

Bassiouny  recovering  from  heart  surgery 

Egyptian  Ambassador  Mohammed  Bassiouny  was  reported  in 
good  condition  yesterday,  after  undergoing  open-heart  surgery  at 
Tel  Aviv's  ichiiov  Hospital  on  Monday.  Itim 

Panel  to  study  WZO  reorganization 

A committee  has  been  set  up  to  suggest  ways  of  reorganizing 
the  World  Zionist  Organization  according  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  32nd  Zionist  Congress.  The  committee 
is  headed  by  Rabbi  Richard  Hirsch,  of  Israel,  and  Prof.  Sol 
Cohen,  former  president  of  Queens  College  in  New  York. 

Acting  Jewish  Agency  Chairman  Yehiel  Leket  yesterday 
called  for  a similar  reorganization  of  the  Jewish  Agency,  saying 
that  the  present  framework  no  longer  reflects  Jewish-Zionist 
life  here  or  in  the  Diaspora. 


Journalists:  No  one  to  talk  to  at  PM’s  office 


circulated  by  MK  Dalia  Itzik 
(Labor). 

Also  yesterday,  the  Knesset  la- 
bor and  social  affairs  committee 
blamed  Treasury  wage  director 
Shlomo  Granit  for  the  strike,  say- 
ing he  had  “exploited  the  finance 
minister's  weakness  to  aggravate 
die  crisis  with  the  social  workers. 

“The  committee  takes  a very 
grave  view  of  the  way  the  social 
workers  are  being  tormented  and 
the  ooldhearted  way  other  seg- 
ments of  the  community,  who  pay 
the  highest  possible  price,  are  be- 
ing treated,”  the  committee  said 
in  a formal  resolution. 

The  Meretz  Knesset  faction  also 
appealed  to  Sfaohat  to  conduct  un- 
interrupted negotiations  with  the 
social  workers  to  end  the  strike. 

A meeting  was  scheduled  for 
last  night  between  Treasury  and 
social  workers'  representatives. 

In  Haifa  yesterday,  Mayor  Am- 
ram  Mitzna  addressed  a demon- 
stration of  social  workers  in  the 
city's  Memorial  Park,  telling  them 
he  identifies  with  their  struggle  be- 
cause they  perform  “holy  work.” 
The  social  workers  are  stationed 
on  the  confrontation  line  and  the 
front  line  of  aiding  society,  he 
said,  and  they  do  not  receive  fair 
compensation. 


TOP  posts  in  the  Prime  Minister’s 
Office  remain  unfilled  - Prime 
Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  has  nei- 
ther a spokesman  nor  a cabinet 
secretary  - and  senior  officials  say 
rather  flippantly  that  they  cannot 
be  bothered  to  fill  diem. 

“It's  just  not  on  our  minds  right 
now.”  one  senior  official  said. 
Only  half  joking,  he  added,  “Per- 
haps it’s  sometimes  better  that 
there  is  no  spokesman,  especially 
when  the  issue  is  Syria.” 

However,  journalists  are  not 
laughing.  Both  local  and  foreign 


media  have  voiced  frustration  that 
there  is  no  reaction  from,  the 
Prime  Minister’s  Office  at  a time 
when  US  Secretary  of  State  War- 
ren Christopher  is  visiting. 

Many  journalists,  both  local 
and  foreign,  have  been  complain- 
ing that  the  Prime  Minister’s  Of- 
fice - apart  from  Gad  Beo-Ari, 
the  spokesman  who  left  his  post  a 
couple  of  days  ago  - is  dosed  to 
them. 

While  Ben-Ari  - who  was 
named  the  top  Jewish  Agency  em- 
issary in  the  United  States  - re- 
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cetvedhigh  marks  from  jdnmaKstS 
for  his  honesty,  he  is  known  to 
have  been  frustrated  by  being  left 
out  of  the  information  loop  and 
kept  ont  of  meetings  by  his  superi- 
ors, led  by  Shimon  Sheves,  direc- 
tor-general of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter's Office. 

“I  think  we  will  miss  Gad  Ben- 
Ari  very  much,”  said  Connie  Mns, 
chairman  of  the  Foreigp  Press  As- 
sociation. “He  was  very  good,  and 
accessible  to  the  foreign  press.  I 


hope  the  Prime  Minister*?  Office 
wifl  replace  Mm  wkh  somebody* 
elsewhOB«mess3>fo.Thisvesp»» 1 
dally  crufijal  during  these  historic 
moments  & the  State  of  Israel.** 

But  some  candidates.  Bke  Army 
Radio  chief  Moshe  Shlousky, 
have  reportedly  turned  down  feel- 
ers to  replace  Ben-Ari,  allegedly 
oik  of  .fear  .they  would  have  no 
better  access  than  he  did. 

Hie  spokesman's  post  is  not  the ' 
only  one  that  remains  unfilled. 
Nobody  has  replaced  Elyaldm  Ru- 
binstein, who  completed  a seven- 


Preadent  Ezer  Weizman  poses  with  some  of  the  guests  at  yesterday’s  open  bouse  at  the  President’s  Residence  in  Jerusalem. 

(An  Hazc'cv) 

The  president  meets  the  people 


“IS  it  difficult  being  the  presi- 
dent?” Boris  Poliaskov,  a new  im- 
migrant from  Minsk,  one  of  thou- 
sands of  “ordinary''  citizens  who 
took  advantage  of  yesterday's 
open  house  at  Beit  Hanassi,  asked 
President  E2er  Weizman  . 

And  when  the  president  had  ex- 
plained his  function?  and  duties. 
Poliaskov  remarked;  “This  is  an 
example  of  good  absorption  and  a 
democratic  process.  I am  only  four 
months  in  the  country  and  already 
1 have  managed  to  have  a discus- 
sion with  the  president.  In  the 
CIS.  this  could  never  have 
happened.” 


BATSHEVA  TSUR 


The  Weizmans  had  opened 
their  residence  to  the  public  on  the 
first  anniversary  of  their  term  of 
office  and  to  mark  Shavuor  in  the 
hope  that  this  would  draw  more 
people  to  Jifrusaleim 
And  they  came  in  drovef.  As 
the  Kiryat  Yam  Youth  Orchestra 
played  Israeli  songs,  every  visitor 
was  presented  with  a red  rose  and 
invited  to  view  the  Chana  Orloff 
sculpture  exhibition  in  the  gar- 
dens. But  the  big  attraction,  of 
course,  was  meeting  the  president 
and  his  wife  in  the  reception  hall 


where  a display  of  the  finest  fruit 
and  vegetables  reminded  the  visi- 
tors that  Shavuot  is  a harvest 
festival.  . . 

The  simplicity  and  informality 
which  have  become  the  hallmark 
Of  the ' ‘presideiity  were  every1 
where  in  evidence.  The  Weizmans 
mingled,  charting  informally  and 
posing  for  once-in-a-Iifetime 
snapshots. 

Reuma  Weizman  stood  atten- 
tively next  to  the  grand  piano  as 
Ayelet  Gabai,  8,  of  Or  Akiva. 
showed  how  she  plays.  Her  musi- 


cian mother,  totally  paralyzed  since 
a polio  attack  four  years  ago. 
looked  proudly  on  from  her  wheel- 
chair. Ezer  Weizman  met  a young 
immigrant  from  Kharkov'  and  was 
.virtually  rgj  ,as_  he . told  bet. 

Hi!  pari  class  how  Tus  fanuly  had  uiv 
'migrated  from  the  sametlkrainian 
"City  before  Woritf  War  I. 

For  Miasa  Abu  Het,  16.  of  Tira 
in  the  Triangle,  the  visit  took  on 
special  significance  because  of  the 
peace  process.  “It's  great  to  be 
here.  We  hope  that  now  that  there 
is  autonomy  in  the  territories  ther- 
e’ll be  no  more  bloodshed,”  she 
said. 


asd-a-hatf-year  tenure  as 
secretary  earlier  this  raonttr.  He 
was  named  legal  adviser,  ip  the 
Defense  Ministry.  ■ 

Among  the  rumored  candidates 
-to  replace  him  are  Labor  Party 
activists  Yitzhak  Herzog  and  Ha- 
nan  Meftzer,  both  attorneys.  J-fer- 
zbgts  the  son  of  former  president 
Chaim  Herzog. 

Until  the  replacements  arc 
named,  Michael  Nrr;  who  has 
served  in  the  cabinet  secretary's 
bureau  for  decades,  is  assuming 
Rubinstein's  duties. 

Tourist 
companies 
wary  of 
Jericho 

HAIM  SHAPIRO 

OFFICIALS  Of  the  Palestinian 
Tourism  Office  in  Jericho  are  say- 
ing “welcome.”  but  at  least  some 
Israeli  tourism  entrepreneurs  yes- 
terday were  still  adopting  a wait- 
and-see  attitude  before  they  send 
in  the  buses. 

According  to  the  agreement, 
both  tourist  and  regular  Egged 
busses  are  to  be  permitted  to  pass 
through  Jericho  on  Highway  90, 
the  main  road  between  Jerusalem 
and  Tiberias,  without  being 
stopped  and  without  registering 
the  names  of  their  passengers. 

“Until  we  get  instructions  from 
the  army,  we’ve  given  our  guides 
instructions  not  to  go  through  Jeri- 
cho,” said  an  official  of  one  large 
tourist  agency,  who  asked  that 
neither  she  nor  the  company  be 
identified  by  name. 

Dudu  Zakai,  director  of  the  So- 
ciety for  the  Protection  of  Nature 
in  Israel’s  Jordan  Valley  Field 
School,  said  that  as  far  as  he 
knew,  all  buses  were  taking  the 
security  road,  an  unpaved  road 
going  around  the  town. 

“No  one  knows  what  is  happen- 
ing there.  The  army  doesn't  know 
either.”  he  said. 

However  Shmuel  Marom,  di- 
rector of  Unitours,  one  of  the  larg- 
er firms  dealing  with  tourists,  said 
that  his  company  has  given  orders 
for  its  busses  to  go  through  Jericho 
as  usual  on  their  way  between  Je- 
rusalem and  Tiberias  and  to  visit 
locSl  aws.  - -—jt  --- 
’ 'So  tar.  we  have  had  no  prob- 
‘ refrts."  Marom  said. 

Ronda  Halta  of  the  Palestinian 
Tourist  Office  in  Jericho  said  that 
Israelis  and  foreign  tourists  were 
welcome  to  visit  the  town  and  eat 
in  the  many  restaurants. 

According  to  the  Tourism  Min- 
istry. over  250.000  people  visited 
Tel  Jericho  last  year,  with  less 
than  a thousand  of  them  Israelis. 


Jerusalem’s  Bikur  Holim  hospital 
to  build  new  emergency  wing 


Hefetz:  Phone-tapping 
‘blown  out  of  proportion’ 


A SPACIOUS  and  modem  emer- 
gency wing  will  be  built  at  Bikur 
Holim  Hospital  in  the  center  of  Je- 
rusalem to  treat  the  wounded,  in- 
jured and  sick,  which  will  replace 
the  existing  crowded  emergency 
room  at  the  170-year-old  hospital. 

A festive  dinner,  attended  by 
President  Ezer  Weizman  and  Jeru- 
salem Mayor  Ehud  Olmert,  was 
held  last  night  at  the  Jerusalem  Re- 
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naissance  Hotel  to  raise  funds  for 
the  project 

Hospital  administrators  said  that 
time  is  of  foe  essence  when  dealing 
with  the  seriously  wounded,  and 
that  having  a well-equipped  emer- 
gency wing  in  the  center  of  town 
can  save  lives.  Jerusalem's  other 
hospitals  are  several  kilometers 


from  the  center  of  town.  Bikur  Ho- 
lim wifl  boost  the  number  of  doc- 
tors and  nurses  to  run  the  facility. 

The  Health  Ministry,  which  was 
represented  at  the  dinner  by  several 
0:fidals,  said  tbe  facility  will  be  fi- 
nanced only  with  private  funds. 
“We  welcome  tbe  improvement  in 
the  existing  emergency  room, 
which  is  rundown  and  overextend- 
ed,” a ministry  source  said. 


BILL  HUTMAN 


Efrat  being  connected  to  cable  TV 


WORK  is  beginning  on  connect- 
ing Efrat,  in  Gush  Etzion,  to  ca- 
ble television.  Signal  Electronic 
Services,  which  won  the  tender 
to  connect  the  5,000  residents  to 
Aruzei  Zahav's  broadcasts  from 
Jerusalem,  said  it  would  invest 
NIS  1.5  million  in  the  pro- 
ject. 

Signal  director  Itamar  Giladi 
said  yesterday  be  intends  laying 
cables  to  other  Gush  Etzion  set- 
tlements, such  as  Elon  Shvut, 
Kfar  Etzion,  Elazar,  and  Neveh 
Daniel. 

“Following  the  requesrs  of 
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representatives  of  settlements  in 
the  Efrat  area,  we  are  examining 
the  possibility  of  extending  the 
connections  and  infrastructure  to 
all  Gush  Etzion  residents  as 
quickly  as  possible.  We  would  be 
able  to  complete  the  hook- tip  to 
the  entire  area  within  six  months 
of  setting  up  the  system,”  Giladi 
said. 

The  cable  hook-up  will  be  via  a 
20  km.  optic  fiber  from  Jerusa- 
lem to  a booster  station  which 
will  be  built  in  Efrat. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
discussions  on  cable  television  ri- 
valed arguments  on  autonomy  in 
the  small  town.  Rabbi  Shlomo 
Riskin  told  the  Jerusalem  Post 
Magazine  that  he  felt  it  would 
detract  from  the  “idealistic,  Zi- 
onist, religious,  spiritual  elan” 
he  wants  to  develop  among 
Efrat's  youth. 

Some  families  there,  however, 
said  that  they  were  eagerly  await- 
ing the  arrival  of  cable  television, 
mainly  for  news  and  sports 
coverage. 


THE  phone-tapping  scandal  has 
been  vastly  blown  out  of  propor- 
tion, Police  Inspector-General 
Assaf  Hefetz  said  yesterday. 

Hefetz  said  nearly  all  of  the 
more  than  200  persons  allegedly 
tapped  by  two  private  detectives 
now  under  arrest  had  their  conver- 
sations listened  to  by  chance. 

Only  a handful  of  those  on  the 
list  released  by  the  court  Sunday 
were  intentionally  tapped,  Hefetz 
told  a Jerusalem  press  conference. 

“I  can  calm  the  people  of  Israel 
by  saying  that  there  was  was  not 
massive  [intentional]  wire  tap- 
ping,” he  said. 

He  said  the  widely  published 
case  involves  largely  tbe  use  of  a 
sophisticated  device  to  listen  to 
portable  phone  conversations, 
and  that  this  was  done  randomly. 

A small  number  of  persons  had 
their  phones  intentionally  tapped, 
apparently  as  a result  “of  a busi- 
ness conflict  between  two  organi- 
zations.'' Hefetz  said.  Senior  staff- 
ers at  Ma'ariv  and  Yediot 
Aharonot  were  among  the  231 


names  made  public  by  the  court. 

The  list  also  showed  that  the 
phone  conversations  of  officials 
with  the  president’s  and  state 
comptroller’s  offices  were  listened 
to,  allegedly  by  the  two  private 
investigators. 

The  two  have  denied  any 
wrongdoing,  and  refused  to  say 
who,  if  anyone,  paid  for  them  to 
listen  to  the  phone  conversa- 
tions. 

Hefetz  said  the  police  are  push- 
ing for  legislation  which  would 
outlaw  eavesdropping  on  wireless 
phone  conversations.  He  noted 
the  the  use  of  such  phones  would 
become  even  more  widespread 
with  the  recent  deregulation. 


Israelis 

;attend  Tunisia 
l conference 
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XHE  Israeli  delegation  to  the 
“(Conference  on  Sustainable  De- 
velopment in  the  Mediterranean.” 
which  opened  yesterday  in  Tuni- 
sia. reported  a “professional  and 
proper"  atmosphere. 

Environment  Ministry  Director- 
General  Israel  Pcleg.  heading  the 
Israeli  delegation,  said:  “The  only 
tension  here  is  between  the  coun- 
tries in  the  north  Mediterranean 
and  the  south,  between  developed 
and  developing  countries.” 

- This  is  apparently  the  first  time 
that  Israel  was  officially  invited  to 
such  an  environmental  conference 
in  an  Arab  country,  with  which  it 
^•toes  not  have  diplomatic  rela- 
tions. There  are  25  delegations  at- 
tending the  conference,  including 
a Palestinian  group  and  represen- 
tatives of  international 

organizations. 
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Since  their  discovery  in  1947,  the 
Dead  Sea  scrolls  have  been 
shrouded  in  mystery,  intrigue  and 
scandal.  This  58  minute  home  video 
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the  mysteries  and  explaining  the 
controversies  surrounding  the  oldest 
known  Biblical  texts  and  writings. 
Includes  interviews  and  contributions 
from  leading  world  professors  on  the 
subject.  Narrative  in  English.  Biblical 
Productions. 
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Row  over  D-Day  50th  anniversary  program  grips  Britain 


LONDON  (Reuter;  - Headlines  in  British  . 
newspapers  reflect  the  emotions  still  felt  50 
years  after  the  event  - “Call  Off  the  D-Day 
Revels’',  “Clinton's  D-Day  Snub  for  Queen”, 
‘"US  Veterans  Snub  D-Day  Offer". 

Commemorations  marking  June  6.  1944, 
when  Allied  forces  invaded  Europe  on  the  Nor- 
mandy beaches  to  drive  the  Nazis  from  France, 
were  always  going  to  be  difficult  to  balance 
between  celebration  and  respect  for  the  dead. 

But  the  programme  of  events  planned  in  Brit- 
ain involving  the  public,  foreign  visitors,  politi- 
cians and  Allied  heads  of  state  ahead  of  a cere- 
mony in  France  stirred  passions  among  veterans 
of  the  historic  action. 

“It’s  a minefield  of  sensitivities,"  said  one 
British  government  official.  "There  are  a lot  of 
prickly  people  out  there.” 

Prime  Minister  John  Major  drew  heavy  fire 


for  including  street  parties,  firework  displays 
and  cooking  competitions  in  a programme  of 
500  events  planned  across  Britain.  The  main 
veterans  association  accused  him  of  triviaiising 
D-Day. 

Opposition  politicians  accused  Major  of  try- 
ing to  create  a “feel-good  factor”  as  the  anniver- 
sary folk  only  days  before  European  parliament 
elections,  in  which  the  Conservatives  - trailing 
in  opinion  polls  - are  expected  to  do  badly. 

“To  turn  this  into  a party  political  jamboree 
with  extravaganzas  in  Hyde  Park  just  to  help  the 
government  in  the  days  before  the  European 
elections  to  me  is  tasteless  and  disgusting,”  said 
former  cabinet  minister  Lord  Healey,  an  oppo- 
sition Labour  Party  politician  and  old  soldier. 

His  view  reflected  foe  feelings  of  thousands  of 
old  soldiers  who  said  they  would  prefer  to  com- 
memorate the  landings  with  a nationwide  ser- 


vice of  thanksgiving,  leaving  celebrations  for 
the  50th  anniversary  of  Victory  in  Europe  (VE) 
day  next  year. 

Defending  the  government’s  D-Day  pro- 
gramme, Social  Security  Secretary  Peter  lilley 
said:  “We  want  the  right  balance  of  solemn 
respect  for  those  who  gave  their  lives  and  grati- 
tude which  is  a form  of  celebration  for  what  they 
won.  * 

As  a result  of  the  furore  the  Royal  British 
Legion  veterans'  association,  which  threatened 
to  boycott  a “dazzling  family  day”  in  London’s 
Hyde  Park  and  appealed  to  Major  to  scrap  the 
idea,  was  invited  to  participate  more  folly  in 
government  D-Day  plans. 

1 The  party  in  foe  park  was  postponed  to  Au- 
gust 14,  the  end  of  the  campaign  in  Normandy, 
'from  early  July  and  officials  assured  the  veter- 


ans foe  evenr  would  be  commemorative  and  not 
celebratory. 

Another  skirmish  resulted  in  victory  for  the 
veterans  after  it  was. discovered  that  a group  of 
Canadian  and  British  D-Day  veterans  had  foeir 
reservations  at  a Normandy  hotel  cancelled  to 
make  way  for  US  television  staff. 

. The  French  and  British  press  were  scathing 
about  the  French  government’s  handling  of  the 
issue  which  newspapers  said  was  foe  height  of 
insensitivity  to  men  who  had  paid  in  blood  for 
France's  freedom  as  well  as  . a demonstration  of 
poor  planning. 

The  veterans  were  reinstated. 

Another  flashpoint  was  a decision  hy  US 
veterans  not  to  travel  from  Britain  to  France  for 
foe  D-Day  ceremony  aboard  the  cruise  liner 
Canberra. 


BUSai'<tea™'  decided  it  would  be  inappropri- 

i?n?l8 

1945,  when  Nazi  Germany  capitulafed-Chancel- 

lor  Helmut  Kohl  accepted. 

But  some  of  Bntain’s  mass-circulation  news 
Daners  seized  foe  chance  to  open  old  wounds 
^German  Army  to  march  across  bntam  . ran  a 
Daily  Mirror  front-page  headline. 
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Battle  rages  for  key 
south  Y emeu  base 

Northern  troops  prepare  for  ‘final  assault  on  Aden4 


ADEN  (Reuter)  - Rival  Yemeni 
annies  battled  with  tanks  and  artil- 
lery yesterday  for  control  of  a key 
military  base  whose  capture  is  vital 
for  a northern  military  campaign 
to  crush  defiant  southern  leaders 
in  their  Aden  stronghold. 

Northern  forces  had  on  Monday 
said  they  captured  the  strategic  al- 
Anad  military  base.  60  km  north 
of  Aden.  But  yesterday  they  re- 
ported they  were  besieging  the 
strategic  southern  defense 
position. 

Southern  forces  said  their  civil 
war  rivals  had  broken  through 
southern  defenses  on  the  Kurush 
frontline,  northeast  of  Aden,  and 
battles  were  raging  on  the  ap- 
proaches to  al-Anad. 

“Al-Anad  has  become  a full 
fighting  axis... They  (northern 
forces)  have  not  entred  the  base 
and  we  still  hfae  control  of  round- 
abouts (leading  to  foe  base),”  said 
Captain  Abdul  Rahim  Qassem  at  a 
new  rear  southern  defense  line,  IS 
km  south  of  the  base. 

Wave  after  wave  of  southern 
warplanes  flew  sorties  against 
northern  troops,  who  say  they  are 
preparing  for  a final  assault  on 
Aden  in  their  two-week  military 
campaign  to  crush  the  south's 
leader.  Vice  President  Ali  Salem 


al-Baidh. 

The  northerners  appeared  to  be 
planning  their  offensive  from  two 
fronts,  al-Anad  to  the  north  and 
Zingibar.  55  km  northeastof 
Aden. 

Southern  officers  reported 
street  battles  taking  place  in  Zingi- 
bar late  on  Monday. 

Military  experts  said  the  north- 
erners, if  they  succeed  in  breaking 
southern  defenses,  would  likely 
lay  a siege  of  Aden  rather  then 
enter  the  city  where  they  would 
face  resistance  from  soldiers  and 
civilians  in  bloody  street  battles. 

They  said  northerners  would 
then  pressure  Baidh  and  his  offi- 
cials to  surrender,  a main  northern 
demand  to  end  the  war. 

Southern  officers  said  their 
forces,  backed  by  air  cover  from 
warplanes,  were  shelling  northern 
mountainous  positions  to  the  west 
and  east  of  al-Anad  base,  on  a 
main  road  to  Aden. 

Journalists  visiting  al-Anad  bat- 
tlefront  from  Aden  early  yester- 
day saw  rival  troops  engaged  in 
close-quarter  battles  near  the 
base.  Some  southern  troops  were 
retreating  south  from  the  base  and 
trucks  packed  with  civilians  fled 
the  fighting. 

Diplomats  say  the  fall  of  al- 


Anad  to  northerners  woold  put 
Aden,  a city  of  350,000  people  and 
stronghold  of  southern  officials  led 
by  Baidh  opposed  to  northern 
President  Ali  Abdullah  Saleb. 
within  range  of  northern  rockets 
and  artillery. 

Aden  residents  headed  to  work 
yesterday  morning  and  streets 
were  packed  with  motorists  and 
people. 

Saleh  and  Baidh  led  the  former- 
ly separate  states  of  north  and 
south  Yemen  into  a union  of  13 
million  people,  including  2.4  mil- 
lion in  the  south,  in  19<X)  but  fell 
out  last  year  over  the  balance  of 
power  within  the  southern  Arabi- 
an peninsula  state. 

Saleh  now  calls  Baidh  a seces- 
sionist rebel  who  should  be  tried 
for  war  crimes,  while  Baidh  accus- 
es Saleh  of  trying  to  annex  foe  less 
populous  south  under  the  cover  of 
unity. 

Southern  officers  at  the  front 
said  al-Anad  base  came  under 
heavy  artillery  shelling  on  Monday 
night  and  some  southern  troops 
pulled  back  from  advance 
positions. 

Near  the  Wadi  Tuban  bridge 
over  a dry  stream  northern  shells 
slammed  into  a small  village  on  foe 
main  road  to  Aden. 


Dilemma  for 
Clinton  over 
plans  for 
army  bases 
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Iran  blasts  Saudi  Arabia 
over  Mecca  police  action 


Incumbent  Dominican  President  Joaquin  Balaguer,  who  is  blind,  is  assisted  by  an  aide  as  he  casts  his 
vote  in  . Santo  Domingo  in  the  rational  elections  on  Monday.;  ; ^ 
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NICOSIA  (Reuter)  - Iran  at- 
tacked Saudi  Arabia  yesterday  for 
preventing  Iranian  pilgrims  from 
holding  a rally  in  Mecca  and  said  it 
demonstrated  an  “American -style 
Islam". 

Tehran  Radio  said  Saudi  riot 
police  armed  with  automatic 
weapons  sealed  off  Iran's  haj  (pil- 
grimage) headquarters  in  Mecca 
for  a third  day  although  Iran  had 
called  off  plans  for  a “Deliverance 
from  Infidels"  rally  yesterday. 

Reporting  from  the  Mecca 
headquarters,  it  said  hundreds  of 
policemen  were  guarding  nearby 
streets  and  helicopter  patrols  had 
increased. 

“They  have  turned  a school 
building  opposite  into  a military 
garrison,"  it  said. 

“It  was  only  expected  from  Sau- 
di Arabia  to  act  like  a lackey  and 
ban  the  'Deliverance  from  Infi- 
dels' ceremony.”  the  radio  quoted 
parliamentary  speaker  Ali  Akbar 
Nateq-Nouri  as  saying  in  the  open 


session  of  the  legislature. 

“This  ill-guided  Saudi  act  clear- 
ly underlines  the  difference  be- 
tween American-style  Islam  and 
pure  Mohammedan  Islam,”  Na- 
teq-Nouri said. 

The  latter  term  is  used  by  Irani- 
an officials  to  refer  to  the  revolu- 
tionary brand  of  Shi'ite  Islam 
dominating  Iran  since  the  late 
Ayatollah  Ruhollah  Khomeini's 
1979  revolution. 

Iran's  supreme  leader  Ayatollah 
Ali  Khamenei  dwelled  on  the 
same  theme  in  a haj  message 
broadcast  on  Tehran  Radio  yester- 
day although  he  did  not  refer  to 
Saudi  Arabia  by  name. 

“Those  who  refuse  to  accept  foe 
political  content  of  haj  in  fact  want 
Islam  to  be  separated  from  poli- 
tics...Separation  of  religion  from 
politics  is  a slogan  raised  for  de- 
cades by  enemies  of  the  rule  of 
Islam  in  Moslem  societies.”  he 
said. 

Saudi  Arabia's  conservative 


Sunni  rulers,  who  control  Islam's 
holiest  shrines,  have  pledged  to 
accommodate  as  many  Moslems  as 
possible  who  want  to  make  the 
pilgrimage. 

But  they  ban  political  activity 
during  the  annual  pilgrimage 
which  attracts  more  than  a million 
Moslems  from  around  the  world 
and  peaks  on  Friday. 

Ayatollah  Mohammad  Moham- 
madi  Reyshahri,  Iran's  top  haj  of- 
ficial. announced  on  Monday 
night  that  foe  rally  planned  for 
yesterday  was  being  cancelled  so 
as  to  pre-empt  any  Saudi 
“provocation”. 

Last  year  Saudi  police  prevent- 
ed Iranians  from  holding  a demon- 
stration in  Mecca,  sparking  official 
Iranian  protest. 

In  1987.  an  Iranian-led  demon- 
stration in  Mecca  turned  into  a riot 
and  more  than  400  people,  most  of 
them  Iranian  pilgrims,  were  killed 
in  clashes  with  Saudi  secqjrity 
forces. 


LONGTIME  ruler  President  Joa- 
quin Balaguer  overtook  his  main 
challenger  in  early  electoral  results 
yesterday.  Opponents  cried  fraud, 
as  they  did  in  BaJaguer’s  disputed 
1990  victory. 

The  blind  S7-year-old  ruler  led 
by  25,000  votes  with  more  than 
one-third  of  the  ballots  counted 
from  Monday's  election,  being 
closely  followed  in  Washington 
and  next  door  in  Haiti. 

Balaguer  has  been  a key  player 
in  undermining  world  sanctions 
against  Haiti,  which  shares  the  Ca- 
ribbean island  of  Hispaniola  with 
foe  Dominican  Republic. 

Haitian  military  leaders  have 
been  able  to  withstand  interna- 
tional sanctions  because  Balaguer 
has  allowed  profitable  cross-bor- 
der smuggling.  Dominican  cooper- 
ation is  necessary  for  foe  success  of 
a broadened  UN  embargo  im- 
posed on  Haiti,  which  takes  effect 
Saturday  to  try  to  force  coup  lead- 
ers to  step  down. 
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SANTO  DOMINGO 

In  his  last  term,  Balaguer  suc- 
ceeded in  reducing  annual  infla- 
tion from  100  percent  to  5 percent. 
The  nation's  strongman  for  20  of 
foe  past  28  years.  Balaguer  has 
used  government  money  to  openly 
buy  supporters,  who  are  drawn 
mafnlv  from  foe  ranks  of  foe  na- 
tion’s swollen  bureaucracy  and 
those  who  have  gained  under  his 
paternalistic  rule. 

Jose  Francisco  Pena  Gomez,  57, 
a former  mayor  of  Santo  Domin- 
go, said  yesterday  that  his  party's 
polling  projections  gave  him  a 
huge  lead  over  Balaguer  despite 
what  be  termed  “bald-faced 
fraud.”  Early  indications  were 
that  the  vote  was  much  heavier 
than  in  1990.  when  foe  election 
board  declared  Balaguer  foe  win- 
ner by  gaining  fewer  than  700.000 
votes  in  a nation  of  7.6  million 
people.  . 

But  with  votes  counted  from 
3.328  of  foe  9,528  precincts.  Bala- 
guer and  his  allied  parties  had 
429.820  votes  (43.6  percent ),  com- 
pared to  394,740  (41  percent)  for 
Pena  poraez.  The  other  major 
challenger,  former  President  Juan 
Bosch,  had  119,291  votes  (12 
percent). 

The  election  board's  first  state- 
ment had  given  Pena  Gomez  a 
narrow  lead. 

Vote-counting  was  delayed  after 
election  officials,  following  nu- 
merous complaints  of  fraud  by  op- 
position parties  and  international 
election  monitors,  extended  vot- 


ing three  hours  to  9 p.m.  Monday. 
Pena  Gomez  said  thousands  of  his 
followers  were  excluded  from  poll- 
ing lists  despite  valid  voter  cards. 

International  monitors  con- 
firmed disenfranchisement  of  op- 
porition  voters  in  .five  cities,  but 
said  the  election,  board  later  per- 
mitted many  of  them  to  vote  dur- 
. ing  foe  extending  polling  hours. 

The  international  monitoring 
teams,  including  an  Organization 
of  American  States  mission  head- 
ed by  former  Canada  ambassador 
John  Graham,  made  strenuous  ap- 
peals to  foe  election  board  before 
the  voting  hours  were  extended. 

Following  a campaign  in  which 
17.  people  were  killed  in  political 
violence,  there  .were  fears  that  al- 
legations of  electoral- fraud  could 
provoke  greater  conflict.  The  lat- 
est-killing occurred  Monday  when 
a soldier  shot  a local  candidate  for 
Pena  Gomez’s  party  in  Mao,  a city 
210  kms  northeast  of  Santo 
Domingo.'  . 

• Pena  Gomez  has  called  for  a 
“generational  change”  in  Domini- 
can politics.  He  has  pledged  to 
form  public-private  partnerships 
to  revive  .foe  economy  and  slow 
foe  exodus  of  Dominicans  migrat- 
ing overseas.  Twelve  percent  of 
foe  Dominican  population  now 
lives  in  the  United  States. 

If  elected,  Pena  Gomez  has  not 
indicated  he  would  change  Bala- 
guer s policy  tbward  Haiti.  But 
Pena  Gomez  would  be  under  con- 
siderable world  pressure  to  break 
foe  Balaguer  government’s  long 
ties  with  -foe  repressive  Haitian 
military.  - (AP) 


JOHN  DIAMOND  f 
WASHINGTON 

FOR  President  Clinton,  closing 
military  bases  offers  little  to  gam 
and  much  to  lose. 

Unless  Clinton  and  foe  US  Con- 
gress agree  to  a delay,  the  presi- 
dent faces  foe  prospect  of  ordering 

dozens  of  bases  closed  and  putting 

thousands  people  out  of  work  on 
■ foe  eve  of  his  re-election  cable.* 
paign.  And  according  to  the  presuri 
dent’s  own  experts,  by  the  time  t tar' 
savings  from  the  1995  round  or- 
base  closings  roll  in.  his  second 
term  would  be  over.  '-'i 

In  part  for  these  reasons,  Clilfc-1 
ton  is  considering  deferring  som»)*» 

- base  closures  until  after  the  1996 
presidential  election. 

The  proposal  contradicts  the  a&-' 

. vice  of  foe  Pentagon's  top  generated 
and  admirals,  who  view  base  clos-^ 
ings  as  away  to  free  up  money  for 
modernization  and  new  weapon^r 
And  It  injects  an  element  of  poli*’ 
tics  into  a debate  that  Congress' 
sought  to  insulate  from  partisan 
and  parochial  pressures.  n- 

Under  foe  base  closure  law;* 
1995  was  to  mark  the  last  of  fou>/ 
rounds  of  base  closings  and,  by  alt- 
official  accounts,  it  was  to  be  the 
largest  single  round. 

“We  are  committed  to  as  large-is- 
base  closing  in  1995  as  we  can  do  in' 
a responsible  manner,”  Deputy- 
Defense  Secretary  John  Dcutch 
told  a Senate  Armed  Services  sub- 
committee today. 

Because  of  the  sprawling  nature 
of  the  military  base  network,  the  - 
resulting  job  losses  would  proba- 
bly hit  several  large,  politically  sig- 
nificant states.  In  the  1993  round, 
for  example,  base  closures  were 
expected  to  claim  more  than 
40.000  military  and  civilian  jobs  in 
California,  22.000  in  Florida  aqd 
14,700  in  South  Carolina.  ^ 

Ordering  bases  closed  would 
easier  for  Clinton  if  there  were  ajj^ 
immediate  payoff  to  offset  the', 
pain.  But  dosing  bases  costs 
ey  before  it  saves  money.  The' 
costs  include  environmental  clean,,-, 
up  and  the  transfer  of  hardware  (o'- 
other  bases. 

From  foe  time  a base  is  ordered) 
dosed,  it  takes  an  average  of  six* 
years  before  the  government  starts, 
to  save  money.  Robert  Bayer,  foe  ’ 
deputy  assistant  defense  secretary,  ’ 
told  Congress  last  week.  *'*: 

In  other  words,  after  Clinton' 
suffers  the  political  damage  assod^"5 
ated  with  closing  bases,  whoeveris1 
president  in  2001  will  reap  foe 
savings.  -j 

Nor  can  Clinton  count  on  sav- 
ings from  earlier  base  closure^ 
decisions. 

An  idea  being  considered 
Clinton  and  US  Defense  Secretasv- 
Wilham  Perry  is  to  add  another 
Of5*  cJ°sure  round  in  1997  so  thati 
the  1995  round  would  be  less! 
severe.  ilf, 

Some  lawmakers  want  to  put  off-  < 
foe  1995  base  closure  round  entircr  ■ 
ly._  arguing  that  foe  government  is 
going  too  far  too  fast  and  mam 
need  some  of  these  bases  later  if 
the  military  expands. 

"Kf”  defcnse  Capj- 
tol  Hill  for  The  Associated  Press. 
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Rwanda  rebels  accused 
of  torture,  massacre 

UN  accuses  Patriotic  Front  for  first  time 


tf.  A group  of  360  BosnianMoslem  pilgrims,  some  of  (hem  using  crutches  as  a result  of  war  wounds,  board  a plane  at  Sarajevo 
• yesterday  on  their  way  to  Mecca.  jRauer) 


NAIROBI  (Reuter)  - United  Na- 
tions officials  accused  Rwanda's 
rebels  yesterday  of  atrocities  for 
the  first  time,  while  in  Kigali  the 
bodies  of  a woman  and  10  children 
were  found  hacked  to  death  by 
pro-government  militias. 

“UNHCR  (High  Commissioner 
for  Refugees)  has  received  dis- 
turbing reports,  for  the  first  time, 
of  so}diere  of  the  Rwandan  Patri- 
otic Front  involved  in  tortures  and 
massacres  in  Rwanda,”  spokes- 
man Rupert  ColviUe  told  reporters 
in  Geneva. 

The  RPF,  the  rebel  force  domi- 
nated by  the  minority  Tutsi,  de- 
nied the  allegations  strongly. 

“It  is  isn’t  true  we  have  been 
torturing  and  killing  people.  We 
haven't  done  that  and  we  don't 
intend  to,1’  said  Doctor  Emman- 
uel Ndahiro,  a military  adviser  to 
RPF  military  commander  Major- 
General  Paul  Kagame. 

“I  don't  know  why  people  are 
shifting  the  attention  from  die  real 
problems  and  blaming  the  RPF  for 
things  that  are  not  true,”  Ndahiro 
told  Reuters  by  satellite  telephone 
from  the  rebel  headquarters  in 
Mul in di  in  northern  Rwanda. 

Human  rights  workers,  aid  offi- 
cials and  reporters  travelling  in- 
side Rwanda  and  in  refugee  camps 


in  neighbouring  countries  say  they 
have  no  evidence  that  the  RPF  is 
harming  Hutu  civilians. 

“We  have  no  direct  evidence  (of 
RPF  massacres),”  said  Samantha 
Bolton  of  the  Medecins  Sans  Fron- 
tieres  group  of  doctors  which 
works  inside  Rwanda  and  in  the 
refugee  camps. 

No  UNHCR  officials  have 
crossed  the  border  into  Rwanda. 

Witnesses  have  blamed  massa- 
cres of  up  to  500,000  people  from 
the  Tutsi  clan  and  opposition  party 
Hutus  on  government  troops  and 
Hutu  death  squads  running  wild 
since  Hutu  president  Juvenal  Ha- 
byarimana  was  killed  on  April  6. 

Abdul  Kabia.  executive  director 
of  the  UN's  Assistance  Mission  in 
Rwanda  said  in  the  capital  that  a 
Rwandan  UN  worker  and  10  chil- 
dren were  butchered  by  men  prob- 
ably from  a Hutu  death  squad  on 
Sunday. 

“The  information  we  have  is 
that  people  in  civilian  clothes 
broke  into  premises  with  machetes 
and  grenades  and  committed  the 
atrocity,”  Kabia  said.  He  added 
that  the  massacre  took  place  close 
to  the  Hotel  Mi  lies  Collines  where 
540  people,  mainly  Tutsis,  are  un- 
der UN  protection  from  maraud- 
ing Hutu  militias. 


Jasper  Jensen,  a UNHCR  offi- 
cial on  the  western  Tanzania  bor- 
der with  Rwanda,  said  thousands 
of  refugees  were  crossing  the  Aka- 
gera  river,  which  marks  the  fron- 
tier, by  canoe  to  join  some  250.000 
already  in  camps. 

Jensen  said  he  talked  to  refu- 
gees - most  of  them  are  Hunts  - 
who  alleged  RPF  soldiers  had 
been  killing  and  torturing  people. 
One  story  said  they  had  killed  a 
group  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren with  machetes  and  rifles. 

Another  story  alleged  RPF 
guerrillas  had  shot  at  a group  of  20 
people  running  down  a hill  to  the 
Akagera.  The  refugees  said  a ca- 
noe owner  was  shot  dead  and  a 
boy  was  wounded  in  the  arm. 

Colville  said  the  RPF  was  hog- 
tying  people  and  throwing  them 
alive  into  the  Akagera  river.  Pro- 
government  militias  have  been 
tossing  corpses  in  Rwanda's  rivers 
for  weeks,  witnesses  said. 

Bodies  have  been  floating  down 
the  Akagera  and  hundreds  of 
miles  (km)  downstream  in  Lake 
Victoria. 

Ugandan  state  radio  called  on 
people  in  Kasensero  village  on  the 
northwestern  shores  of  the  lake  to 
avoid  drinking  or  cooking  with  wa- 
ter from  the  Akagera. 


Bosnian  Moslems  on  the  offensive  Banda  faces  defeat  as  Malawians 


GOVERNMENT  troops  pressed  one  of  their 
boldest  offensives  of  the  war  yesterday  after 
cutting  Serb  telephone  links  to  western  Bosnia 
abd  securing  a key  road  northeast  of  Sarajevo. 
.UN  reports  indicated  that  the  Moslem-led 
government  was  improving  links  between  the 
capital,  Sarajevo,  and  the  large  Moslem  en- 
clave of  Tuzla  80  km  to  the  northeast.  . . . 
;JUN  spokesman  Maj.  Rob  Aunink  said  gov- 
ernment troops  had  secured  a road  between 
Qtovo  and  Kladanj,  about  40  km  northeast  of 
Sarajevo,  bringing  them  closer  to  the  Bosnian  . 
capital.  .... 

Government  control  of  the  road,  a key 
north -south  lint  between  the  government-con- 
trolled towns  of  Tuzla  and  Sarajevo,  had  been 
ugiuous  since  a Serb  offensive  in  January. 
^•Elsewhere,  the  Bosnian  Serb  news  agency 
SRNA  said  fighting  on  Mount  Majevica  north- 
cast  of  Tuzla  had  damaged  a commanictions 
tower,  cutting  telephone  links  to  Serb^held 
parts  of  western  Bosni a -Herzegovina. 
oiThat  was  unlikely  to  disrupt  military  com- 
munications, but  It  could  be  a .psychological 
Wow  to  Bosnian,  Serbs  at  risk  jOf  being  isolated 
feom  mother  Serbia.  >-  - - / - 


Bold  action 
against  Serbs 

A1DACERKEZ- 

SARAJEVO 

The  government  army  has  more  troops  than 
Bosnian  Serb  forces,  but  the  Serbs  have  superi- 
or firepower  with  tanks  and  artillery  from  the 
.Yugoslav  federal  army. 

(iThat  enabled  them  to  seize  72  percent  of 
Bosnia  and  surround  enclaves  such  as  Sarajevo 
and'  Tuzla,  pounding  them  at  will. 

' But  recent  Moslem  gains  suggest  a reorgani- 
zation of  the  government  army  last  year  to 
strengthen  the  central  command  has  made  it 
more  effective. 

“They  are  how  in  a position  to  challenge  the 
Bosnian  Serb  army  in  limited  fighting,”  said 
Paul  Beaver,  editor  of  Jane’s  Balkan 'Sentinel, 
in  a telephone  interview  from  London. 

It  was  unclear  how  far  the  government  in- 
tended to  press  its  offensive. ‘There  has  been 
speculation  (hat  a major  battl&looftts  at  Brcko, 
'A'*'  i-- 


115  km  north  of  Sarajevo,  where  the  govern- 
ment may  try  to  cut  an  east-west  supply  corri- 
dor that  is  vital  to  the  Serbs. 

The  fighting  dimmed  chances  of  success  for 
the  latest  peace  initiative  proposed  last  Friday 
by  American,  Russian  and  European  foreign 
ministers. 

Meeting  in  Geneva,  they  called  for  a four- 
month  cease-fire  and  talks  on  dividing  Bosnia 
between  the  country's  Serbs  and  a Moslem- 
Croat  federation. 

Hie  cease-fire  period  was  deemed  inade- 
quate by  the  Serbs,  who  want  a permanent 
truce,  and  too  long  by  the  Moslems,  who  fear 
the  Serbs  would  use  it  to  freeze  battlefield 
gains. 

In  Belgrade,  mediators  Lord  Owen  of  the 
European  Union  and  Tborvald  Stoltenberg  of 
the  United  Nations  discussed  the  plan  yester- 
day with  Serbia’s  nationalist  president,  Slobo- 
dan Milosevic. 

Bosnia’s  minority  Serbs  launched  the  war  in 
April  1992  when  they  rebelled  against  Mos- 
lem-Croat  moves  to  secede  from.  Yugoslavia. 
More  than  200,000  people  have  been  killed  or 
reported  missing.  • ’■  * (AP) 


flock  to  the  polls  in  millions 


Cairo  police 
• break  up 
protest 
by  lawyers 


CAIRO  (AP)  - Egyptian  poKce 
fired  tear  gas  and  used  clubs  yestr- 
ddy  to  break  up  a demonstration 
b£  lawyers  protesting  the  death  of 
a '.'colleague  in  government 
custody; 

The -Egyptian  Lawyers'  Syndi- 
cate and  human  rights  activists  al- 
lege that  the  attorney,  Abdel-Har- 
itjb  Madani,  who  was  32,  may  have 
teen  tortured. 

.‘'The  syndicate,  which  sponsored 
tfri:  protest,  wants  the  autopsy  re- 
peat made  public.  If  . not,  it  de- 
manded yesterday  that  three  inde- 
pendenr  doctors  be  appointed  to 
ermine  Madani’s  body  and  deter- 
mine if  it  shows  signs  of  abuse. 

■jcThe  Interior  Ministry,  which 
had  Madani  in  custody  when  he 
died,  repeated  its  assertion  yester- 
day that  the!  lawyer  had  suffered 
an  asthma  attack.  Madani  had  no 
history  of  asthma,  his  colleagues 
said.  • 

- :The  ministry  also  accused  Islam- ' 
ict sympathizers  in  the- -Lawyers’ 
Syndicate  of  “causing  chaos  which 
u.  might  lead  to  attacks  against  life 
^nd  private  property”  with  the 
demonstration.  • 
eJt  raid  39  people  had  been  ar- 
rested,1 including  27  lawyers. 

if, ......  j-  ..  # 

The  ministry  statement  on  Ma- . 
dam's  death  contradicted  hospital 
reports. 

■'Earlier  ysterday,  a supervising 
donor  at  the  Cairo  hospital  where 
Madani  died  ? told  The  Associated 
Pf  ess  he  had  suffered  a “myocardi- 
a^^ferction;”  or  a fatal  heart 

{Dr.  Aida  Wassif  said  the  death 
certificate  listed  this- cause.  She 
s^id  it  had  - been  “sent  to  the 
(State)  Prosecutor’s  office  when  . 
foey.  asked  for  it”  last  Saturday.. 

JMadani,  who  defended  Modem 
extremists,  was  blindfolded  and 
taken  from-  his  office  by  goverii- 
ment  security  agents  on  April  26- 
Jfe  femfly  was  notified  May  6 that  - 
he  was  dead. 

b 

*The  family  was.  not  allowed  to 
look  at  the  body  before  it  was  bur- 
ieb^the'  family's  lawyers  said.  • 

{The  London-headquartered 
Ajjnnesty  International  issued  a 
statement  last  week  saying  there 
w£s  evidence  he  was  tortured  by  a 
rich  of  the  State  Security 


torture  used 
>rted  to  have 


BLANTYRE  (Reuter)  - Malawi- 
ans turned  oat  in  millions  yester- 
day to  vote  in  watershed  elections 
that  threaten  to  unseat  one  of  Af- 
rica's longest-serving  leaders  who 
one  newspaper  said  had  made 
himself  a god. 

“For  the  past  three  decades,  this 
country  has  been  ruled  by  a god 
surrounded  by  others  also  aspiring 
to  be  gods,”  Malawi's  indepen- 
dent Notion  newspaper  said,  refer- 
ring to  veteran  President  Kamuzu 
Banda. 

“Today  is  a culmination  of  a 
battle  between  gods  and  mortals.” 
it  added  in  a harsh  front-page  edi- 
torial which  captured  the  mood  of 
revolutionary  changes  that  have 
swept  Malawi  since  Banda  lost  his 
iron-fist  grip  two  years  ago. 

Officials  reported  huge  voter 
turnouts  across  the  central  African, 
nation  of  9-7  million  people, 
where  3.7  million  have  registered 
for  the  polls,  Malawi’s  first  plural- 
ist elections  in  30  years  of  Banda’s 
rule. 


Steve  Malilo.  a voter  in  Blan- 
tyre,  Malawi's  commercial  capital, 
told  Reuters  as  he  waited  in  huge 
queues  to  vote:  “This  is  a defining 
moment  in  Malawi’s  history.  For 
too  long  we  were  oppressed  by 
Banda,  but  I hope  today  we  are 
electing  a new  government  and 
opening  a new  chapter  in  our 
history.” 

Political  analysts  say  Banda, 
once  revered  by  Malawians  as  a 
virtual  messiah  for  leading  the 
country  to  independence  from 
Britain  in  1964.  h likely  to  lose  the 
plebiscite. 

They  tip  opposition  leader  Ba- 
kili  Muluzi.  who  heads  a grouping 
of  pro-democracy  campaigners 
and  rebels  from  Banda's  Malawi 
Congress  Party  (MCP),  to  win. 

Muluzi,  a 51 -year-o Id  former 
MCP  secretary-general,  is  head  of 
the  United  Democratic  Front 
(UDF)  which  earlier  this  year 
teamed  up  with  four  smaller  par- 
ties to  contest  the  presidency.  Two 
other  opposition  parties  are  field- 


ing candidates  in  this  poll. 

In  the  parliamentary  bailor, 
where  177  seats  are  at  stake,  a 
total  of  eight  parties,  including  the 
MCP  and  UDF,  are  iaking  part. 

The  four  parties  which  joined 
the  UDF  for  the  presidency  poll 
are  standing  separately  in  this  elec- 
tion. 

Before  the  3,000  polling  stations 
nationwide  opened  at  6 a.m.  (0400 
GMT),  Banda  shocked  the  nation 
by  saying  on  state  radio  that  some 
shooting  had  taken  place  in  the 
southern  district  of  Nsanje  and  ap- 
pealed for  calm. 

But  the  report  was  denied  yes- 
terday by  the  independent  Elec- 
toral Commission  supervising  the 
elections,  saying  its  information 
showed  the  shooting  tricident~Kad~ 
been  a robbery  and  took  place  on 
Friday* 

“U's  been  all  peaceful  through- 
out the  country  so  far.  Voting  is 
going  on  without  any  hitches,” 
Commission  press  officer  Morgan 
Mayani  told  Reuters. 


South  African  police  search  for  more 
white  right-wingers  in  bomb  attacks 


JOHANNESBURG  ( AP)  - Police 
are  looking  for  21  militant  right- 
wingers who  allegedly  planned  to 
disrupt  Nelson  Mandela's  presi- 
dential inauguration  with  a huge 
bomb  and  are  suspected  in  pre- 
election blasts  that  killed  21 
people. 

Thirty-four  whites  already  are  in 
custody  in  the  attacks  and  ap- 
peared in  court  Monday  ar  the 
start  of  a bail  hearing.  The  bearing 
was  continuing  yesterday  as  police 
searched  for  21  additional 
suspects. 

A reward  of  400,000  rand 
(S121.212)  was  offered  for  infor- 
mation leading  to  the  men,  most  of 
whoih  are  members  of  the  neo- 
Nazi  Afrikaner  Resistance  Move- 
ment a militaristic  group  that  has 
vowed  to  wage  war  rather  than  live 
under  black  rule. 

Leaders  of  the  group  - known 


by  its  Afrikaans-language  initials 
AWB  - denied  involvement  in  the 
attacks,  which  raised  fears  of  a 
blood  bath  during  the  country's 
first  multiracial  election  April  26- 
29. 

The  last  bomb  occurred  April  27 
and  .blew  a hole  through  the  ceiling 
of  the  Johannesburg  airport’s  in- 
ternational departure  section. 
Blasts  in  the  days  leading  up  to  ibe 
vote  killed  21  people  and  targeted 
blacks,  including  the  headquarters 
of  Mandela’s  African  National 
Congress. 

At  the  bail  hearing  Monday,  po- 
lice Col.  Cornelius  van  Wyk  said 
the  bombers  were  part  of  a “fanar- 
ical  and  dedicated  group”  that 
wanted  to  derail  the  elections. 
Those  arrested,  who  include  a mi- 
nor, are  charged  with  murder  and 
attempted  murder  and  have  been 
in  custody  since  their  arrests  April 


27. 

They  include  several  top  AWB 
officials  but  not  the  group's  leader. 
Eugene  TerreBlanche. 

Van  Wyk  said  militants  planned 
to  detonate  several  tons  of  explo- 
sives at  Johannesburg’s  airport 
May  10  as  Mandela  was  being  in- 
augurated the  country's  first  black 
president.  The  arrests  and  the  con- 
fiscation of  arms  and  ammunition 
foiled  that  plan,  he  said. 

Militant  whites  opposed  the  dis- 
mantling of  apartheid,  which  led 
to  last  month's  election  and  the 
transfer  of  power  from  the  white 
minority  to  the  black  majority. 
The  ANC  won  the  election  with 
more  than  62  percent  of  the  vote. 

Mandela  has  promised  to  re- 
spect the  rights  of  whiles  and  other 
minorities  but  refuses  their  de- 
mands for  a separate  white 
homeland. 


UK  urged  to  take  tough  line  on  IRA 


Egyptian  security  forces  drag  away  a lawyer  in  Cairo  yesterday  after  clashes  between  police  and 
demonstrators  demanding  an  inquiry  into  the  death  of  an  attorney  who  was  taken  from  his  office  on 
April  26.  (AP) 

Bones  of  500, 000-year-old  man 
reported  found  in  England 


LONDON  (Reuter)  - Northern 
Ireland  politicians  who  want  to 
maintain  links  with  Britain  de- 
manded on  Monday  that  any  clari- 
fication of  last  December's  Anglo- 
Irish  peace  plan  for  the  troubled 
province  should  not  lead  to  negoti- 
ations with  the  IRA. 

Irish  Prime  Minister  Albert 
Reynolds  said  at  the  weekend  that 
Britain’s  response  to  questions 


about  the  peace  plan  posed  by 
Sinn  Fein,  the  IRA’s  political 
wing,  could  break  the  deadlock. 

“The  questions  by  and  large  are 
answerable,  and  I hope  that  the 
British  government  will  give  the 
most  positive  response  they  can,” 
Reynolds  said  in  Indianapolis, 
where  he  met  President  Clinton. 

British  officials  said  Northern 
Ireland  Secretary  Sir  Patrick  May- 


hew was  likely  to  answer  the  16 
questions,  relayed  to  London  by 
Dublin  last  Friday,  later  this  week. 

Although  Mayhew  has  insisted 
he  will  not  negotiate  with  Sinn 
Fein  until  Irish  Republican  Army 
(IRA)  guerrillas  lay  down  their 
arms,  pro-British  Protestant  politi- 
cians expressed  concern  that 
Prime  Minister  John  Major's  gov- 
ernment might  soften  its  line. 


d whipping. 


LONDON  (Reuter)  - Europe’s 
oldest  man  lived  500,000  years 
ago,  ate  elephant  and  was  tall  and 
robust,  British  archaeologists  said . 
yesterday. 

Their  findings  came  from  analy- 
ses of  a piece  of  ancient  shin  bone 
discovered  last  December  during 
an  archaelogical  dig  in  a quarry  in 
Sussex,  in  Southern  England. 

The  bpueT  jpart  of  which  was 
shown  to  journalists  at  a news  con- 
ference :in  London,  has  enabled 
researchers  i to  paint  what  one 
called  ■ “an  extraordinarily  vivid 
picture,”  of  the  first  known  exam- 
ple of  human.  Ufa  in  'Western 
Europe . 

Stone  fragments  -have  been  the 
only  previously  discovered-,  evi- 
dence of  life  of  such  antiquity  in 
Western  Europe.  Other  Ends.:  of 
human  remains  have  been  at  least 
100,000  years  younger. 

“Boxgrove  man,”  named  after 
the  site  where;  the  bone  was  dis- 


covered, was  over  1,83  metres  tall, 
weighed  more  than  SO  kg  and  lived 
on  rhinoceros,  elephant  and  other 
animals,  journalists  were  told. 

“He  was  a robust  male,  a man  as 
we  would  recognise  as  man  to- 
day.” said  Geoffrey  Wainwright, 
Chief  Archaelogist  with.  English 
Heritage,  the  government  body 
which  fended  the  ten-year  excava- 
tion dial  uncovered  the  bone. 

Wainwright  said  that  Boxgrove 
maxi’s  remains  lay  beside  the  site 
of  a stream  in  ah  area  once  used 
for  butchery. 

Scattered  animal  bones  showed 
he  had . dissected  carcasses  with 
stone  tools  he  made  himself  from 
flints  taken  from  a nearby  cliff,  the 
archaelogist  added. 

The  bones  included  those  of 
deer,  mini’  wolves  and  voles,  with 
many  of  foe  animals  similar  to 
those  in  existence  now. 

.Mark  Roberts,  foe  archaelogist 
responsible  for  the  site,  said  there 


was  no  evidence  of  Boxgrove  man 
using  fire.  Nor  was  it  clear,  he 
added,  whether  he  killed  animals 
himself  or  scavenged  carcasses  op- 
portunistically. 

Scientific  testing  and  nearby  an- 
imal remains  have  confirmed  the 
dating  of  the  bone.  “Now  we  know 
what  date  man  reached  Europe 
from  Africa,”  Wainwright  said. 
“It  was  at  a time-  when  the  Chan- 
nel Tunnel  was  not  needed  as  Brit- 
ain was  a peninsula.” 

The  land  link  between  Europe 
and  Britain  later  submerged  as  ice 
ages  changed  the  contours  of  the 
land.  Human  remains  more  than 
three  millipn  years  old  have  been 
found  in  Africa. 

The  excavation  site  was  shut 
down  after  foe  shin-bone,  thought 
to  be  from  Boxgrove  man's  left 
leg,  was  dijwovered.  The  arcbaelo- 
gists  will  return  next  year  and  say 
they  hope;  to  find  more  of  Box- 
grove man’s,  remains. 


V 


An  exciting  new,  sing-a-long  video  cassette  featuring  58  of 
Israel's  best  loved  songs,  old  and  new!  'Hie  songs  are 
performed  by  foe  “Irises”  and  “Musikal”  singers  against  a 
background  of  views,  famous  sites  and  early  film  footage  of 
Israel.  Dance  numbers  are  performed  by  the  “Hora”  Dance 
Troupe.  Available  with  Hebrew  subtitles  or  with  English 
transliterated  subtitles.  A song  book  with  lyrics  is  included. 
Musical  Direction:  Rafi  Pessahson. 

JP  Special  NIS  49.00  inc.  VAT,  packing  and  postage. 

Makes  an  ideal  gift!  (Add  NIS  10  for  overseas  air  mail  delivery) 


To:  The  Jerusalem  Post  Video  Collection,  pOb.  81,  Jerusalem  91000. 
(TeL  02-241282)  Please  send  me  Israel  Sings.  Enclosed  is  my  check,  payable 
to  tbe  Jerusalem  Post  for  NIS  49.00.  1 require: 

□ VHS-PAL  □ English  sufiliUc, 

□ VHS-NTSC  IN.  America)  □ Hebrew  subfiles 
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The  Arafat  bombshell 


vr: 
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ONE  of  the  most  unfortunate  - and 
perhaps  tragic  - casualties  of  the 
agreement  with  the  PLO  is  the  gov- 
ernment's credibility.  It  used  to  be  that  when 
PLO  chief  Yasser  Arafat  made  an  incredible 
statement  about  Israeli  actions  which  the  gov- 
ernment denied,  the  public  had  unwavering 
confidence  in  the  government's  version.  Ara- 
fat, who  has  charged  with  great  fanfare  that  an 
imprint  of  an  ancient  coin  on  a contemporary 
Israe1  ■ coin  is  a secret  map  of  Israeli  expan- 
sionist plans,  is  not  famous  for  his  integrity 
and  truthfulness. 

Yet  the  experience  of  the  past  year  has 
made  it  difficult  to  summon  complete  faith  in 
the  government's  veracity.  There  have  been 
too  many  denials  - first  of  contacts  with  the 
PLO,  later  of  concessions  - which  proved 
false,  and  too  many  pledges  not  to  cross  “red 
lines"  which  proved  worthless. 

That  is  why  yesterday’s  revelation  that  in  a 
Johannesburg  speech  last  week  Arafat  boast- 
ed of  a secret  letter  from  Prime  Minister  Yitz- 
hak Rabin  on  the  issue  of  Jerusalem  is  so 
disturbing.  A year  ago,  Rabin's  flat  denial  of 
the  allegation  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
have  it  dismissed  as  yet  another  Arafat  fabri- 
cation. Today,  one  cannot  ignore  an  assertion 
by  Tsomet  MK  Mosbe  Peled  that  Rabin  is  not 
being  candid;  that  there  are  in  fact  five  secret 
appendices  to  the  Cairo  agreement  with  the 
PLO,  which  include  a promise  to  negotiate 
the  fate  of  Jerusalem,  just  as  Arafat  has  said. 

Unfortunately,  the  government  is  in  a no- 
win  situation  in  this  case.  If  Arafat  is  telling 
the  truth,  the  government  has  not  only  been 
caught  in  an  outrageous,  unacceptable  false- 
hood but  a betrayal  of  the  people’s  confi- 
dence. It  as  is  still  most  likely,  Arafat  is  lying, 
Israe]  has  signed  an  agreement  with  an  uncon- 
scionable liar  who  propagates  fictions  on  the 
most  momentous  matters  of  state. 

Even  more  upsetting  is  that  in  his  speech 
Arafat  also  called  for  continued  jihad  - a holy 
war  against  Israel.  By  announcing  “the  jihad 
wijl  continue"  he  not  only  advocated  a terror- 
ist, war;  he  admitted  that  it  has  been  going  on 
2,Wftlr hEs  approval. 

Here,  'too,  the  government's  pro- 
nouncements suffer  frofft  an  almost  total  ab- 
sence of  credibility.  Speaking  with  his  usual 
conviction  and  determination,  Rabin  re- 


sponded with;  “This  is  a grave  violation 'of 
Arafat's  commitment  to  renounce  terrorism, 
which  he  made  in  his  letter  to  me,  and  which 
brought  about  the  mutual  recognition  be- 
tween Israel  and  the  PLO.  We  cannot  accept 
this.  If  he  said  these  things  it  puts  the  whole 
agreement  in  question."  Foreign  Minister  Shi- 
mon Peres  was  almost  as  outspoken:  “Ara- 
fat’s words  are  shocking,  unthinkable,”  he’ 
said.  “We  shall  examine  precisely  what  was 
said  and  react  accordingly.” 

Regrettably,  the  only  thing  clearer  than 
these  unequivocal  responses  is  that  the  gov- 
ernment will  do  absolutely  nothing.  It  may 
demand  an  explanation  from  Arafat,  to  which 
he  may  respond  with  some  vague  evasion,  but 
it  will  take  no  action.  It  is  almost  certain  that 
the  government  will  eventually  adopt  a line 
previewed  by  deputy  defense  minister  Morde- 
chai  Gur  yesterday:  “This  is  the  nature  of  our 
neighbors."  he  said.  “We  have  not  chosen 
them,  but  these  are  the  only  people  we  can 
deal  with.  We  must  get  the  best  conditions  we 
can.  and  hope  we  can  achieve  peace.” 

The  government's  acceptance  of  incitement 
to  terrorism  and  its  indifference  to  violations 
of  signed  agreements  are  not  lost  on  the  Ar- 
abs. Nor  is  the  incredible  phenomenon  of 
Israeli  leaders  parTOting  Arab  rationalizations 
for  terrorism.  In  his  Cairo  speech.  Rabin  com- 
pared Israeli  killing  of  Arabs  over  the  past 
century  to  the  killing  of  Jews  by  Ara>«s.  Such 
mindless  exercises  in  “moral  equivalence” 
mock  the  whole  Zionist  enterprise. 

In  the  same  spirit.  Labor  MK  Yael  Dayan, 
impatient  to  excuse  the  murderous  attack  on 
car  passengers  near  Hebron  by  Palestinian 
terrorists  - the  kind  of  attack  repeated  num- 
berless times  in  Judea.  Samaria  and  Gaza  in 
the  past  yc.ir-  said  yesterday  that  it  came  in 
response  to  the  shootings  at  stone-throwers  by 
yeshiva  students  in  Hebron  the  day  before. 

- Hearing  their  case  pleaded  by  Israeli  politi- 
cians, PLO  leaders  can  hardly  be  blamed  for 
assuming  they  need  not  keep  any  of  their 
commitments!  On  the  contrary.  The  more 
active  the  terrorist  campaign,  the  more  Israe- 
lis seem  to  accept  Arab  positions.  Those  who 
advocate  skipping  the  interim  period,  with- 
drawing from  all  the  territories  won  in  the 
1967  war  and  welcoming  the  establishment  of 
a Palestinian  state  are  now  bolder  than  ever. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


APPEAL  FOR 

■ Sir.  - The  massacre  at  the  He- 
bron mosque  and  the  subsequent 
killings  at  Afula  should  reinforce 
the  determination  of  those  people 
who  aspire  to  a peaceful  settle- 
ment between  Palestinian  and 
Israeli. 

As  a Palestinian  whose  father 
was  born  in  Jerusalem.  I condemn 
Dr.  Baruch  Goldstein  for  the  kill- 
ing of  innocent  people  who  were 
praying  at  their  house  of  worship, 
and  I also  condemn  the  Hamas 
killers  who  murdered  innocent  Is- 
raelis and  Arabs  in  Afula  40  days 
later.  T particularly  feel  saddened 
that  Hamas  would  celebrate  these 
killings,  just  as  Goldstein’s  compa- 
triots celebrate  his  murderous 
deed. 

The  killing  must  stop. 

The  only  way  to  give  peace  a 
chance  is  if  we,  as  Palestinians  and 
Jews,  can  put  aside  the  self-serving 
rhetoric,  concentrate  on  the  posi- 
tive progress  forward,  and  start 
treating  each  other  as  human  be- 
ings. rather  than  as  political  sym- 

THE  LEGALITY 

Sir,  - We  are  witnessing  the  sen- 
timental resurrection  of  Richard 
Nixon.  America's  great  political 
criminal. 

This  might  not  be  a vital  issue 
for  Israelis  were  it  not  for  two 
matters.  First  we  have  to  qualify 
the  frequent  claim  that  Nixon 
■‘saved”  Israel  during  the  Yom 
Kippur  War.  In  the  end.  the 
American  airlift  was  essential,  but 
it  was  preceded  by  stony  indiffer- 
ence toward  Israeli  casualties  as 
Nixon  and  Kissinger  pursued  larg- 
er global  plans. 

Moreover,  the  Israeli  ambassa- 
dor during  the  years  of  NLxon's 
unhappy  tenure  was  Yitzhak  Ra- 
bin. Then,  Nixon  showed  hostility 
toward  democratic  values  while  he 
undermined  the  legality  of  resis- 
tance to  the  Vietnam  War.  He 
pursued  a totalitarian  agenda 
working  to  deny  the  prerogatives 
of  the  Congress  and  the  opposition 
while  setting  itself  against  freedom 
of  the  press,  speech  and  assembly. 


REAL  PEACE 

bo  Is  of  our  own  personal  emotions 
and  anger. 

There  are  many  'Palestinians 
like  myself  who  believe  that  the 
survival  of  both  Palestinians  and 
Jews  rests  on  whether  or  not  a real 
peace  can  be  achieved. 

Although  many  of  my  own  peo- 
ple oppose  the  Declaration  of 
Principles  between  Israel  and  the 
PLO.  I urge  them  to  look  at  the 
past  history:  100  years  of  blood- 
shed. and  a track  record  that  has 
conceded  every  single  inch  of  Pal- 
estine to  Israel. 

And  I ask  the  Israelis  who  op- 
pose the  accords  to  examine  the 
record  also.  There  is  no  question 
that  Israel  can  survive  any  assault 
and  any  attack  from  die  Arab  side. 
But,  is  that  the  Zionist  dream  that 
brought  World  Jewry  to  Palestine? 

R.AY  HANANlA 

Chicago. 

Goldstein's  compatriots,  with 
rare  exceptions,  condemned  his 
murderous  deed.  - Ed.  J.P. 

OF  RESISTANCE 

This  did  not  prevent  Rabin  from 
expressing  his  esteem  for  Nixon 
with  a vigor  beyond  what  was 
demanded. 

Now  Rabin  expresses  his  regard 
for  Nixon  through  the  sincerest 
form  of  flattery.  Israel  lacks  a gen- 
uinely free  press  when  the  minor- 
ity group  that  manipulated  an  elec- 
tion abuses  the  nation's 
communications  media.  This  gov- 
ernment gets  public  relations 
treatment  while  the  opposition  is 
mocked  or  ignored.  The  attempt 
to  undermine  the  opposition  was 
the  essence  of  Watergate,  and  it 
takes  insidious  form  here  by  a re- 
pudiation not  of  the  quality  *but  of 
the  legitimacy  of  the  opposition 
and  its  leadership. 

To  demonstrate  against  the  so- 
called  “peace  process”  today  is  to 
feel  like  a demonstrator  against 
the  Vietnam  War  in  the  60’s. 

CAVRJEL  BEN-EPHRAlM 
Jerusalem. 


QUEEN  HELENA 


Sir.  - 1 refer  to  Abraham  Rabin- 
ovich's article  of  April  21.  “Tur- 
key may  loan  Shiloah  carving  for 
capital's  birthday."  It  is  not  the 
sarcophagus  of  the  Empress  Hele- 
na. now  in  the  Louvre,  which  Isra- 
el would  like  to  borrow  from  Paris, 
but  that  of  Queen  Helena  of 
Adiabene. 


This  queen  was  buried  in  Jerusa- 
lem around  the  year  50  in  the  so- 
called  Tombs  of  the  Kings  outside 
Damascus  Gate.  She  embraced 
Judaism  with  her  two  sons.  Princes 
of  her  house  fought  with  the  Jews 
against  Rome. 

ELI  ROTHSCHILD 

Tel  Aviv, 


KDPPA-CLAD  CRIMINALS 

Sir,  - I would  urge  Netty  C. 
Gross  to  be  less  concerned  with 
tiie  white-collar  crime  currently  in 
evidence  throughout  the  Ortho- 
dox circles  of  American  suburbia 
(“An  embarrassment  of  riches.” 
April  29).  Her.  um,  rapier-sharp 
wit  and  biting  sarcasm  might  be 
better  applied  to  issues  more 
pressing  in  nature  and  to  phenom- 
ena more  current  than  the  moral 
and  halachic  dilemmas  of  kippa- 
clad  criminals. 

Regardless  of  where  it’s  placed, 
crime  breeds  on  both  sides  of  the 
me  hit:  a.  Whether  focusing  on  reli- 
gious/secular. rich/poor,  inner 
citv/suburban,  or  Israel/Diaspora, 
there  are  those  who  will  search 
high  and  low  for  ways  to  somehow 
get  their  grubby  little  hands  into 
other  people’s  pockets,  sometimes 
succeeding  and  sometimes  not. 

But  that  nice,  well-bred  yeshiva 
boys  should  be  involved  in  activi- 
ties clearly  contrary  to  the  Laws  of 
Moses  is  hardly  recent,  nor  is  it 
strictly  a product  of  the  recession- 
ary Nineties.  Insurance  frauds,  in- 
come-tax evasion,  falsified  pro- 
curement contracts  and  illegal 
investment  schemes  have  been 
around  for  decades. 

If.  therefore,  the  point  of  Net- 
ty's article  was  to  bring  to  the  fore- 
front the  fact  that  there  exists 
those  who  can,  with  equal  aplomb, 
both  quote  and  violate  the  Rarn- 
bam’S  code  of  ethical  conduct  in 
business  matters,  well,  she's  a bit 
too  late.  As  secrets  go,  its  old  bat. 

BARRY  NEWMAN 
Ginot  Shomron. 

CURIOUS 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Sir,  - A mayor  convicted  of  a 
criminal  offense  in  knowing  defi- 
ance of  the  law  not  only  has  the 
gall,  supported  by  the  judge’s  odd 
view  of  moral  “normality,”  to 
cling  to  office,  but  is  “...worried 
about  what  may  happen  to  other 
mayors  accused  of  similar  of- 
fenses.” The  judge  considers  there 
are  mitigating  circumstances  be- 
cause his  behavior  was  “...no  dif- 
ferent to  that  of  many  other  may- 
ors" (April  25). 

It  is  not  only  the  quality  of  local 
government  that  must  worry  us  - 
how  many  mayors  are  under  crimi- 
nal investigation  or  face  proceed- 
ings at  the  moment?  - but  the 
judgment  of  those  who  appoint 
judges.  This  is  not  the  only  one  to 
have  applied  some  very  curious 
reasoning  to  the  mitigation  of 
criminal  offenses.  Are  there  no 
moral  standards  in  the  courts? 
Neianya.  jjm  CHERNS 


sok  it's  surf  shod  to 

SET  BACK  TOH/ORK!  THOSE 

tub  weeks  of  no  action 
THAT  BHOTHEK  AKAEAt 
ASKED  FOE  WEPE 
SETTWB  ME  OUT  OF 
PRACTICE... 


IMS 


Advent  of  the  powerless 


IN  these  days  of  news  cameras 
that  bring  us  history  in  real 
time,  we  can  choose  for  our- 
selves which  image  we  wish  to  in- 
scribe in  our  memory  to  symbolize 
the  historic  event  we  are  viewing. 

The  transfer  of  authority  from 
the  IDF  to  the  Palestinian  police 
in  the  autonomous  areas  of  Gaza 
and  Jericho  last  Friday  was  cer- 
tainly a historic  event,  whatever 
one’s  opinions  about  it  may  be. 

The  telling  image  I choose  as 
my  symbol  was  captured  by  the 
Israeli  TV  crew.  A little  girl, 
about  two  years  old,  was  thrust 
into  the  arms  of  a Palestinian  po- 
liceman. freshly  arrived  from 
Iraq.  The  girl  promptly  burst  into 
tears  because,  the  Israeli  com- 
mentator told  us,  she  assumed 
rhey  were  Israeli  soldiers.  Despite 
the  exclamations  of  those  around 
her  that  “They’re  not  Jewish!”  the 
girl  continued  crying  and  was  re- 
turned to  her  mother. 

Had  the  little  girl  missed  the 
historic  significance  of  the  mo- 
ment in  which  Palestinians  first 
assumed  formal  authority  over 
themselves?  Or  had  she  not  seen 
through  the  nationalist  celebra- 
tion to  the  simple  fact  that  the 
armed  presence  of  Hebrew-speak- 
ing men  was  being  replaced  by  the 
armed  presence  of  Arabic-speak- 
ing men?  Perhaps  her  frighteaed 
sobs  forewarn  of  the  potential  mis- 
use of  power  by  those  who  will 
govern  in  her  name  and  in  the 
name  of  her  people. 

The  adult  Palestinians  who 
greeted  their  new  police  force  en- 
thusiastically were  probably  as 
moved  as  Jews  first  were  to  see 
soldiers  in  the  uniform  of  the  Jew- 
ish state’s  army.  Just  as  for  the 
little  Palestinian  girl,  for  most 
Jews  the  sight  of  armed  soldiers 
bad  previously  signaled  danger, 
the  arrival  of  an  enemy  presence 
in  face  of  which  they  were  de- 
fenseless. The  sanctioned  arming. 
Chen  of  Jews  and  now  of  Palestin- 
ians, embodies  a shift  from  reli- 
ance for  protection  on  the  whim 
and  goodwill  of  others  to  self-reli- 
ance; from  helplessness  to  securi- 
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ty;  from  powerlessness  to  power.  - 
National  empowerment  is  in- 
deed an  uplifting  experience,  but 
one  that  brings  its  own  dangers. 
One  might  hope  optimistically  or 
naively  that  a people  which  has 
experienced  powerlessness  and 
defenselessness  will  use  power- 
carefully,  attentive  to  the  vulnera- 


The  Palestinians 
can  hardly  be 
expected  to  rule 
with  restraint,  after 
all  . the  years  Israel 
kept  them  down 


biiity  of  those  subject  to  its  power, 
respectful  of  their  rights  and  with 
consideration  for  their  interests. 


wielded  power  to  behave  more 
morally  than  any  other. 

During  the  27  years  of  occupa- 
tion, Israel  behaved  much  like  any 
other  nation  occupying  another. 
Not  that  Israeli  military  govern- 
ment was  worse  than  any  other, 
but  the  notion  of  an  “enlightened 
occupation”  was  a myth.  The  ab- 
solute power  of  military  rule  did 
not  corrupt  us  absolutely;  but  it 
produced  a system  of  government 
based  on  the  abuse  of  economic, 
political  and  human  rights. 

The  Palestinians  are  undertak- 
ing limited  self-rule  rather'  than 
the  occupation  of  another  people. 
Yet,  armed  governments  tyran- 
nize their  own  people  as  much  as 
others,  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  Arafat’s  government 
will  be  immune  to  that  tempta- 
tion. No  issue  of  autonomy  seems 
to  have  been  discussed  as  much  as 


there  should  be,  how  they  should . 
be  armed.,  how  they  should  be 
dressed.  A government  based  pri- 
marily on  police  power  is  likely  to 
turn  into  tyranny. 

Indeed,  one  suspects  that  this  is 
precisely  what  Rabin  would  like  .to 
see  the  new  Palestinian  authority 
become,  judging  by  his  typically 
illiberal  declaration  that  the  PLO 
would  rule  Gaza  “without  BTSe- 
lem  and  without  appeals  to  the 
High  Court  of  Justice."  Any  gov- 
ernment lacking  judicial,  liberal 
and  democratic  controls  is  apt  to 
become  authoritarian. 

Israeli  settlers  expressed  alarm 
at  the  prospect  of  finding  them- 
selves under  the  authority  of 
armed  Palestinian  police.  Howev- 
er. those  in  real  danger  from  Ara- 
fat's police  are  his  internal  politi- 
cal opponents,  those  who 
challenge  his  policies  and  auto- 
cratic leadership;  those,  who  pre- 
fer their  national  empowerment  to 
take  the  form  of  government 'of 
the  people,  for  the  people,  by  the 
people. 


and  High  Court;  that  there  will  be 
two  democratic  states  for  two 
peoples. 

One  hopes  so,  as  it  ts  in  Israel's 
interest  to  have  democratic  neigh- 
bors, because  societies  which  have 
peaceful  democratic  means  of 
solving  internal  conflicts  tend  to 
deal  with,  international  disputes  in 
the  same  way. 

One  hopes,  but  more  than  hope 
is  needed  if  the  danger  heralded  in 
the  tittle  girl’s  sobs  is  to  be  avert- 
ed. What  she  told  us,  as  babes  and 
sucklings  often  do,  is  what  we 
should  already  know:  that  power 
corrupts,  but  it  corrupts  roost  ab- 
solutely those  who  have  been  cor- 
rupted by  powerlessness. 


..  . The  writer  teaches  political  sd- 

that  of  the  pohee  - how  many  ^ at  Hebrew  University. 


One  hopes  that  Palestinian  self- 
HOWEVER,  IT  is  too  much  to  rule  will  notbecome  a police  state; 
expect  of  a nation  that  has  barely  — that-dcmocratac-clections-will-be-  - 

held  shordjfrto  elect  the  autonomy 
authority;  that  the  future  Palestin- 
ian state  will  have  its  BTselem 


Yes,  there  is  another  way 


THOSE  of  us  who  see  the 
Gaza/Jericho  First  agree- 
ment as  a historic  crime 
against  the  Jewish  People  must  do 
more  than  present  alternative  de- 
fense options  or  highlight  the  in- 
herent security  risks. 

Israel  needs  an  ideological  al- 
ternative to  the  banal  vision  of 
material  well-being  and  regional 
integration  - eating  humous  in 
Damascus  and  trading  in  the  ba- 
zaars of  the  Persian  Gulf  - that  the 
Rabin  government  calls  “peace.” 

Comfortable  self-preservation 
and  world  acceptance  has  never 
been  the  most  important  value  of 
the  Jewish  People.  Jews  over  the 
generations  have  risked  their  lives 
for  the  sake  of  preserving  their 
Judaism  and  for  restoring  Jewish 
settlement  and  sovereignty  to  the 
Land  of  Israel. 

Those  Jews  who  practiced  their 
religion  when  it  was  a capital  of- 
fense. who  immigrated  to  the 
Land  of  Israel  when  malaria  was 
still  a clear  and  present  danger, 
who  to  this  day  volunteer  to  serve 
in  elite  IDF  units  in  spite  of  per- 
sonal hazards,  ail  attest  to  the  fact 
that  even  the  important  Jewish  ob- 
ligation to  save  an  individual  life  is 
waived  in  fulfillment  of  yet  greater 
imperatives. 

Were  Yitzhak  Rabin’s  commit- 
ment to  peace,  even  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Jewish  sovereignty  in  the 
Land  of  Israel,  based  on  concern 
for  Jewish  life,  it  would  be  easy  to 
sympathize  with  his  position.  But 
his  enthusiasm  for  “true  peace"  is 
neither  pragmatic  nor  humanistic. 
It  is  an  all-demanding,  crusading 
obsession.  Unchallenged  by  an 
even  more  powerful  ideological 
alternative,  it  will  not  be  deflected 
by  mundane  considerations. 

Nothing  could  drive  this  home 
more  clearly  than  Rabin’s  de- 
clared intention  to  strike  a peace 
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with  Syrian  dictator  Assad  at  the 
expense  of  Israel’s  control  of  the 
Golan  Heights. 

Here,  plain  common  sense 
would  dictate  a policy  of  “if  it  ain't 
broke,  don’t  fix  it.”  Since  even 
government  apologists  concede 


Peace  not  as  a 
compromise  of 
Jewish  truths,  but 
as  a framework 
for  their 
realization 


that  withdrawal  on  the  Golan  will 
weaken  Israeli  deterrence  and 
that  international  guarantees  and 
peacekeepers  are  no  substitute  for 
Israeli  artillery  batteries  within 
range  of  Damascus,  what  can  pos- 
sibly justify  Rabin’s  dangerous 
gamble  with  the  lives  of  Israeli 
citizens? 

THE  ANSWER  always  given  to 
questions  like  this  is  “peace"  - as 
if  the  word  itself  were  some  sort 
of  powerful  incantation,  the  idol 
of  a religion  of  escape  that  feeds 
on  tiie  overwhelming  spiritual 
weariness  borne  by  survivors  of 
Israel's  2,000-year-old  battle  to 
maintain  a distinct  national  iden- 
tity in  exile.  That  exhaustion  sees 
peace  as  the  one  magical  ..pseu- 
do-messianic ideal  worthy  of  al- 
most any  sacrifice. 

The  safety  of  Jewish  settlers  in  ’ 
Judea,  Samaria  and  Gaza,  empa- 
thy with  Israelis  MiAs  and  their 


families,  Israel's  tradition  of  civil 
liberties  - even  national  security 
- all  seem  insignificant  in 
comparison. 

The  Likud  and  its  partners  in 
the  parliamentary  opposition 
thus  have  to  confront  the  cult  Of 
what  this  government  calls 
“peace”  head-on.  As  long  as 
peace- as-normalcy  retains  su- 
premacy within  the  nation's  pan- 
theon of  values,  people  will  un- 
derstandably be  willing  to  pay  a 
terrible  price  and  take  inordinate! 
risks  in.  its  achievement. 

Foreign  Minister  Peres  asks: 
“What’s  your  alternative?” 

There  is  an  alternative.  It  is  a 
rededication  to  the  truth  of  those 
Jewish  and  Zionist  ideals  that  see 
Jewish  rights  to  the  Land  of  Isra- 
el as- absolute,  ideals  that  in- 
spired past  generations  of  Jews 
the  world  over  to  dream  of  Zion 
and  forsake  individual  comfort 
and  security  in  pursuit  of  that 

dream. 

The  alternative  is  a hierarchy 
of  values  that  ranks  the  preserva- 
tion and  deepening  of  Jewish  na- 
tional identity,  including  the 
Jewish  People’s  link  to  Its  Land, 
above  Israel's  possible  economic 
and  cultural  assimilation  into  a 
“new  Middle  East."  In  affirma- 
tion of  the  prophetic  tradition, 
those  values  redefine  “true 
peace'’  not  as  a compromise  of 
fundamental  Jewish  truths  but  as 
a framework  for  their  full 
realization. 

The  kind  of  peace  Rabin  would 
have  the  nation  venerate  is  the 
pathetic  refuge  of  the  idealist 
who  has  lost  faith  in  all  higher 
ideals. 

The  writer,  rabbi  of  Neveh  Tzuf 
in  Samaria,  heads  Ratzon  Yehuda, 
a rabbinical  training  program  for 
graduates  of  Yeshivot  Hesder. 


Whale 

tale 


SUSAN  HATT1S  ROLEF 


Haim  Ramon  will  go 
down  in  the  history  of  Is- 
raeli politics  as  the  man 
who  broke  away  from  his  parent 
party,  ran  independently  m an 
election  against  it,  and  won.  Not 
even  David  Ben-Gurion  or 
Moshe  Dayan  managed  to 
achieve  this. 

Of  course,  a difference  be- 
tween Ramon  and  his  predeces- 

■ .k...  k,H  all  run  in 


ine  public  desire  for  change. 

What  convinced  me  that  my 
predictions  about  Ramon  s 
healthy  political  instincts  were 
correct  was  that  both  a neighbor, 
a member- of  Betar  back  in  Ar- 
gentina and  a Likud  voter  ever 
since  arriving  in  Israel,  and  my 
Arab  car  mechanic  from  Beit  Sa- 
fa fa  informed  me  a day  or  two 
before  the  Histadrut  elections 
that  they  were  planning  to  vote 
for  Ramon. 

Ramon  read  the  map  correct- 
ly. The  public  was  ready  for  a 
change,  but  it  needed  an  attrac- 
tive candidate  to  vote  for.  Had 
Likud  leader  Binyamin  Netan- 
yahu read  the  map  as  correctly, 
be  would  have  found  a way  to 
place  Meir  Sheetrit,  instead  of 


. Will  Israeli 
democracy  pass 
the  ‘boiling  point’ 
test  in  the 
Histadrnt? 


Ya'acov  Shamai,  at  the  head  of 
the  his  party's  Histadrut  list. 

Had  Yitzhak  Rabin  read  the 
map  correctly,  he  would  have 
made  much  greater  efforts  to 
keep  Ramon  in  the  government 
back  in  January,  while  getting 
Ramon's  original  National 
Health  Bill  into  the  law  books 
without  delay. 

Netanyahu's  weakness  in  map 
reading  was,  however,  more 
damaging  to  the  Likud  than  was 
Rabin's  to  Labor.  Ramon’s  His- 
tadrut victory  might  still  prove 
~one-of  the  best  things  that  ever 
happened  to  Labor,  despite  Ha - 
berfeld's  embarrassing  defeat. 

Haberfeld’s  candidacy  was  a 
trap,  and  Labor  fell  into  it.  The 
trap  was  first  prepared  by  the 
Histadrut’s  former  secretary- 
general,  Yisrael  Kessar,  who 
designated  Haberfeld  as  his  heir 
and  managed  to  get  him  instated 
as  acting  secretary-general  with- 
out elections  when  he  became 
transport  minister.  That  gave 
Haberfeld  a year  and  a half  in  the 
job  before  having  to  stand  for 
election. 

Most  Labor  leaders  knew  Ha- 
berfeld wasn’t  what  the  Hista- 
dnit  really  needed  at  this  junc- 
ture. but  they  were  too 
preoccupied  with  other  matters 
to  do  anything  about  it.  And  the 
Likud's  placing  Shamai  at  the 
head  of  its  own  list  further  lulled 
Labor  leaders  into  a sense  of 
false  security.  They  were  thus  to- 
tally unprepared  when  Ramon 
derided  to  act. 


vi c uKua  just  a iatx 
federation.  Tins  explains  wh 
Haberfeld  and  his  men  resiste 
any  but  absolutely  unavoidabl 
reforms,  instead  of  initiating  u 
form  as  Ramon  plans  to  do. 

Only  a coalition  between  Ri 
mon  and  the  Histadrut  Labe 
Party  faction  — acting  as  a brak 
when  Ramon's  pace  gets  too  fa: 

- can  save  the  whale  from  rur 
rang  aground  and  bring  it  bac 
into  the  deep  water. 

Labor’s  problem  is  how  to  er 
sure  that  it  reaps  the  politic 
fruits  of  the  success  it  hopes  foi 
It  is  in  Labor's  interest  to  be  abl 
to  face  the  electorate  come  th 
next  elections  with  majo 
achievements  not  only  in  th 
pea**  process  and  the  economj 
but  also  in  the  Histadrut. 

To  achieve  this.  Labor  leadei 

£at  ;«e*uSUre  two  ^ngs.  Fire 
that  in  the  next  elections,  Ramo 

runs  for  the  Knesset  on  its  lisi 
at  the  head  of  a ne' 
social  democratic  party;  and  set 
ond,  that  Haberfeld  and  his  me 
SJhot^  the  ZZ 
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•Analia  Bortz  s first  challenge  will 
be  to  fight  assimilation 
by  showing  youngsters  the 
universality  of  Jewish  values, 
she  tells  Judith  Sudilovsky 


X"T  THEN  Analia  Bom  is  or- 
-i  \f\f  darned  in  Buenos  Aires 

T T this  July,  she  will  be- 
y.  come  South'  America’s  first  wom- 
an  rabbi. 

s Not  that  pushing  aside  barriers, 
is  anything  new  in  her  family, 
-i  More  than  30  years  ago  her  moth-' 
■1:  er  was  the  only  woman  in  her 
v medical  school  class  in  Argentina. 

UI  feel  like  1 am  a rabbi  just  like 
my  male  colleagues,”  said  Bortz, 
ss  27,  “There  shouldn’t  be  any  spe- 
ll ciai  attention  paid  to  me.  What  is 
important  is  that  this  shows  that 
-j  they  are  making  room  for  women 
s rabbis.” 

-z  Bortz  will  also  become  the  first 
b.  woman  mohd  in  South  America 
-r  when  she  finishes  her  instruction 
.*  in  November.  She  has  been  study- 

0 ing  here  with  a Conservative  rabbi 
!r  and  will  go  to  New  York  for  the 
_ final  week  of  training.  . 

“ “I’m  studying  this  for  emergen- 
cies,” Bortz  said.  ‘T  don’t  know 
where  we  may  get  positions  in  the 
r future,  and  it  may  be  a community 
where  there  is  no  mobeL  I don’t 
'want  to  pass  up  the  opportunity  to 
help  a father  perform  the  mitzva 
of  the  brit  mfla.” 

— Bortz  and  her  husband,  Mario  . 
Karpuj,  who  will  also  be  ordained 
as  a rabbi  this  summer,  came  here 
V from  Argentina  with  their  three- 
year-old  daughter  Tamar  to  com- 

01  plete  their  rabbinical  studies  at  the 
s-  Conservative  movement’s  Semi- 
o.  nary  of  Judaic  - Studies  in 
t,  Jerusalem. 

There  are  about  10  rabbinical 
i;  students  at  the  Rabbinical  Semi- 
nary  in  Buenos  Aires  and  Bortz  is 
one  of  two  women  students. 


specifics  because  they  weren’t  im- 
portant ...  What  is  important  is 
that  we  be  a Jewish  family  and 
that  we  be  able  to  transmit  the 
importance  of  that  to  others. 
Mario  and  I are  lucky  because  we 
have  the  opportunity  of. working' 
together,  which  enriches  our  fam- 
ily Hfe." 

Once  she  and  a group  of  male 
colleagues  sat  down  to  review 
what  Jewish  texts  said  about  fe- 
male rabbis,  discovering  it  was  ac- 
ceptable for  a woman  to  become 
one,  Bortz  said. 

“Slowly  women  are  regaining 
oar  place  in  society,”  she  said. 
“Tm  not  a feminist  and  I think  it’s 
important  that  nobody  negates 
their  biological  condition.  In 
many  respects  women  have  a spe- 
cial sensibility  which  not  all  men 
have.  On  the  other  hand,  men  can 
look  at  things  from  a distance, 
winch  not  all  women  can.  The 
combination  is  important.”  . 

During  their  studies  in  Buenos 
Aires,  Bortz  and  Karpuj  worked 
together  m various  synagogues;  he 
at  die  pulpit  and  she  as  a teacher. 

If  South  America  has  been 
slower  than  its  northern  neighbor 
in  accepting  women  rabbis,  Bortz 
isn’t  resentful,  nor  does  she 
feel  she  needs  to  lead. a revolu- 
tion. 

“In  the  United  States  it  also 
took  a lot  of  time,”  she  said. 
“Women  started  becoming  rabbis 
about  10  years  ago.  It’s  a step-by- 
step  process,  where  everything 
has  a social  impact.  It  should  be 
done  slowly,  because  if  you  take 
steps  which  are  too  fag,  you  can 
fall  down  much  harder.  Society 


it 


Bortz:  You  can't  reach  youth  through  rituals;  you  have  to  show  them  that  the  human  values  they  seek  are  in  our  Tara,iBcndan) 


*T  never  encountered  any  prob- . just  has  to  catch  up.” . 


j*  lems  because  I am  a woman,”  Sodety  will  also  have  to  come  ies  specializing  in  diagnostics  and  of  Sbabbat.  reach  youth  through  rituals;  yoi 

i s Bortz  said.  “There  were  some  up  with  the  proper  Spanish  ter-  imaging  (ultrasound)  and  decided  The  biggest  problem  facing  the  have  to  show  them  that  the  hutnaT 
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. ^ UDDer  crust  shakes  crumbs  from  its 


Society  wOl  also  have  to  come 
up  with  the  proper  Spanish  ter- 
minology for  women- rabbis.  For 


Hue  “rabino”;  maybe  later  It  will 
be  changed  to  the  female 
“rabina," 

Bortz  pointed  out  that  the  fam- 
ily name  of  one  of  the  last  scholars 
to  compile  the  Talmud  was 
Rabina. 

Bortz  did  not  always  plan  on 
becoming  a rabbi.  She  comes  from 
a family  of  doctors  and  she  too 
foDowed  the  tradition. 

But  on  the  side,  she  also  studied 
for  a teaching  degree  in  Jewish 
Studies  at  the  Rabbinical  Semi- 
nar. It  was  there  she  found  the 
human  facet  sbe  couldn't  find 
elsewhere. 

Bortz  finished  her  medical  stud- 


not  only  to  see  if  she  would  be 
accepted  as  a student  but  also  if 
she  could  transmit  to  others  the 
things  she  has  learned. 

A good  teacher  has  to  both 
receive  and  give,  Bortz  said,  and 
the  continuation  of  Judaism  de- 
pends on  the  ability  to  transmit 
it. 

Being  in  Israel  has  shown  her 
new  meaning  to  many  Jewish  tra- 
ditions, said  Bortz.  For  example, 
she  said  that  in  Buenos  Aires  they 
used  to  travel  on  Shabbat  to  get  to 
the  synagogue,  but  here  her  family 
can  walk  to  synagogue  in  their 
Beit  Hakerem  neighborhood  and 
she  has  discovered  the  spirituality 
of  Sbabbat. 

The  biggest  problem  facing  the 


first  challenge  will  be  to  show 
young  Jews  the  universality  of 
Jewish  values  and  demonstrate 
they  don't  have  to  withdraw  from 
the  modem  world  to  be  Jewish. 

Instead  of  turning  away  when 
two  of  her  friends  began  seriously 
dating  non-Jews,  Bortz  went 
about  showing  the  non-Jewish 
partners  what  she  sees  as  the 
beauty  of  Jewish  traditions  and 
values. 

“When  you  talk  about  this  to  a 
mixed  couple,  they  feel  that  some- 
body' cares.”  she  said.  “You  re- 
spect the  non-Jewish  partner  and 
try  to  bring  him  in  - you  don't  try 
to  separate  the  couple.  You  can't 
reach  youth  through  rituals;  you 
have  to  show  them  that  the  human 
values  they  are  searching  for  are 


pie  today  are  desperately  looking 
for  answers  and  a rabbi  has  to  get 
close  to  them.” 

Bortz  hopes  she  and  her  hus- 
band can  work  together  in  the 
same  synagogue  in  Buenos  Aires, 
where  "she  has  many  relatives. 

Close  to  70  percent  of  Argenti- 
na's affiliated  Jewish  community 
are  members  of  the  Conservative 
movement,  she  said.  About  50 
rabbis  have  graduated  from  the 
Rabbinical  Seminary  and  most 
have  posts  in  Argentina  and  other 
South  American  countries.  After 
graduation,  the  rabbinical  stu- 
dents have  no  problem  finding  po- 
sitions. Bortz  said. 

“I  hope  and  feel  that  the  com- 
munities will  accept  me,”  she  said. 
“They  will  be  open  enough  to  see 
that  this  is  important  for  society.” 


ft 


£ UDE  videos...”  Lady 
1^  CottereU  paused  a mo- 
A\.ment  to  savor  the  idea. 
In  tile  drawing  room  of  Garnous, 
the  CottereU  ancestral  home  11 
km:  outride  Hereford,  western 
England,  the  family  portraits  in 
their  gilded  frames  gazed  down 
impassively  on  the  capacious  so- 
fas, the  pot-pourri  in  porcelain 
bowls,  the  collections  of  snuff- 
boxes on  the  rosewood  tables.  All 


its  attics 


Today  at  the  festival 

JERUSALEM  THEATER.  . 

,.i  Sberover  □ Swedish  Foikopera  — 
•ii  Turandot  by  Puccini,  8:30  p.m. . . 

Henry  Crown  D Joint  Zorn  - jazz, 
b:  8:30  p.m. 

V.  Rebecca  Crown  O El  Tridcle  - 
< comedy,  7 p.m. 
ik  Foyer  □ Woodwind  quintet,  5 
p.m.;  Albert  Piamenta  Trio  - jazz, 
11  JO  p.m.  (both  free) 

-v.  Amphitheater  □ South  American 
-a  music.  5:45  p.m.;  Israeli  song,  7 
ic  p.m.;  Spanish  and  gypsy  music,  8 
ft  P-m.  (?U  free)Tent  □ Circus  acts, 
b*  6:45  p.m.  (free) 
j{  GERARD  BEHAR  □ Tango kine- 
sis  - Argentinian  dance,  .9 
p.m. 

-fi  LIBERTY  BELL  GARDEN  □ 
ic  Circus  Oz,  8 p.m. 
v?  RED  HOUSE  (Motza)  □ Blues,'  10 
iz  p.m. 


A car-boot  sale  is  different  when  the  car  is  a 
Mercedes,  Mick  Brown  - reports  from  Hereford 


as  proper  and  seemly. 
“Rude  videos...  that’s 1 


. “Rude  videos..., that’s  what  you 
usually  find  at  car-boot  sales,  isn't 
it?”  Lady  CottereU  said.  “But  I 
don’t  think  you'll  find  any  here;” 
Of  course  not.  Car  boot  (trunk) 
sales  are  one  thing.  Country  house 
car-boot  sales  are  another. 

Car-boot  sales,  similar  hi  intent 
to  yard  and  garage  sales,  have  a 
certain  form:  ordinary  folks  un- 
loading the  family  saloon,  to  dis- 
gorge hoards  of  cracked  vases, 
odd  spoons  and  forks,  and  dog- 
eared paperbacks;  generously 
Shouldered  gents  named  Dave  or 
Teny  offering  suspiciously  im- 
pressive docks,  pirated  copies  of 
Jurassic  Park,  car  radios  missing 
their  brackets. 

Lady  Cotterell’s  car-boot  sale 
over  , the  weekend  was  somewhat 
different.  Dave  and  Terry  do  not 
number  among  the  friends  sbe  bad' 


invited  to  open  their  car  boots  and 
man  the  stalls.  Instead,  there  was 
Lady  Sarah  Baity,  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
S.  Legge  Bourke,  the  Hon.  Mre. 
Mackay  Lewis,  Col.  Sir  Piers  Ben- 
gough,  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Kimpton. 

There  was  a gleaming  1972  Mer- 
cedes owned  by  Lady  CottereU ’s 
brother-in-law,  Tom  - a car-boot 
item  in  itself,  on  offer  for  £6.500. 
There  were  cracked  porcelain 
vases,  hunting-prints,  the  detritus 
of  attics,  wardrobes  and  garages. 
It  was,  in  short,  junk,  but  of  a 
grander  variety. 

By  6 a.m.,  the  first  visitor  was 
waiting  patiently  outside  the 
wrought-iron  gates  of  G anions. 
By  7*  the  professional  dealers 
were  arriving  in  convoy,  and  by 
7:30  - succumbing  to  commercial 
imperatives  - Lady  Corterell  her- 
self bad  already  taken  £150  in  the 
second-hand  clothes  tent.  By  11, 
the  traffic  was  jammed  halfway 
back  to  Hereford,  and  the  car- 
hooters  were  drawn  up  in  a semi- 
circle, like  a wagon-train  overrun 


by  a whooping  and  bloodthirsty 
tribe  of  bargain-hunters. 

It’s  a growing  phenomenon,  the 
stately  car-boot  sale.  Last  year, 
15,000  people  turned  up  at  Nostell 
Priory  in  Yorkshire  for  what  was 
dubbed  the  first.  Lady  St.  Oswald 
invited  friends  such  as  the  Count- 
ess of  Mexborough  and  the  Mar- 
quess of  Zetland.  Shoppers  ex- 
changed fisticuffs  over  the  ball 
dresses,  soup  tureens  and  Lady  St. 
Oswald’s  fur  coat. 

Lady  CottereU  acknowledges 
Garnons  isn’t  really  in  the  Nostell 
Priory  league.  “We  don’t  aspire  to 
be  a stately  home.  Ours  is  just  a 
country  house  really,  isn’t  it?" 
How  many  rooms  exactly?  Lady 
CottereU  wasn’t  sure.  “About 
35?”  Lady  St.  Oswald  had  butlers 
serving  tea  at  her  car-boot  sale; 
Lady  CottereU  had  Boy  Scouts. 

BuUt  in  1866,  Garnons  is  the 
west  wing  of  wbat  was  once  an 
even  bigger  mansion.  The  bulk  of 
the  house  was  torn  down  in  1957. 
“Thank  God,”  said  Lady  Cotter- 


ell.  “We  wouldn't  be  allowed  to 
pull  it  down  now.  And  we  could 
never  afford  to  run  it.”  The  library 
of  the  old  house  is  now  an  outdoor 
swimming  pool.  The  old  morning 
room  is  still  standing  and  is  used  as 
an  orangery. 

The  country-house  car-boot 
sale  has  an  appeal  that  goes  right 
to  the  heart  of  the  traditional  En- 
glish preoccupation  with  class.  It 
has  the  delicious  hint  of  the  upper 
orders  being  so  ravaged  by  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  economy  that 
they  are  reduced  to  scraping 
around  the  attic  to  raise  a few 
pence.  To  the  shopper,  it  holds 
out  the  prospect  of  acquiring 
something  from  the  top  drawer  at 
a knock-down  price. 

. Lady  Cotterell's  sale  was  for 
charity.  Car  hooters  and  traders 
•were  paying  £30  for  a pitch, 
-all  of  which  would  go  to  the  Sa- 
maritans. But  they  hoped  to  make 
a little  something  for  themselves. 
Lady  CottereU  hoped  to  make 
“around  £300"  for  herself  out 


of  the  back  of  her  Saab. 

The  contents  o’f  Lady  Cotter- 
ell's  attic  proved  to  be  the  custom- 
ary mixture  of  family  hand-me- 
downs,  discarded  Christmas 
presents,  exhausted  utensils. 

There  was  the  dress  she  had 
bought  for  her  daughter’s  2lst 
birthday,  and  a suit  from  Lon- 
don’s fashionable  Beauchamp 
Place,  at  £50.  She  was  still  deliber- 
ating over  her  fur  coat. 

There  was  one  cracked  tea  cup, 
£5,  a set  of  Worcester  candle 
sticks.  “They're  badly  cracked;  if 
ihey  were  perfect  they’d  be  £130. 

“All  that  lot  is  going  too."  said 
Lady  Conerell.  pointing  to  a card- 
board box. 

I started  rummaging.  A Great 
Western  Railway  jigsaw  puzzle. 
400  pieces;  sundry'  cookery’  books. 
I spied  the  video.  A video...  Lady 
Cotterell’s  attention  was 
elsewhere. 

I pulled  it  out  of  the  box  and 
gave  it  a quick  once-over.  It  was 
that  hot  little  item,  produced  by 
the  Rural  Development  Commis- 
sion. People  in  I he  Countryside 
Matter. 

(The  Daily  Telegraph) 


New  York 
finally 
gets  an 
Anne  Frank 
center 

EMILY  TORGAN 
NEW  YORK 


THE  Anne  Frank  Center 
USA  opened  an  exhibition 
and  education  center  in 
Manhattan’s  Greenwich  Village 
last  week. 

"This  is  the  first  time  New  York 
is  getting  an  Anne  Frank  center,” 
said  Jack  Polak,  a Dutch-born  sur- 
vivor of  Bergen-Belsen  and  chair- 
man of  the  center’s  board  of  direc- 
tors. “This  is  veiy  important, 
because  New  York  is  at  the  center 
of  the  world.” 

The  nonprofit  center  is  sup- 
ported by  private  contributions  to 
tell  Frank's  story  through  travel- 
ing exhibitions  and  the  develop- 
ment of  educational  materials, 
and  with  discussions  and  exhibi- 
tions. 

Polak.  82.  felt  his  life  was  close 
to  Anne  Frank's,  the  13-year-old 
diarist  who  wrote  while  hiding 
from  the  Nazis  for  two  years,  thus 
personalizing  the  Holocaust  for 
mitlions  worldwide. 

Polak  has  worked  closely  with 
the  Anne  Frank  House  in  Hol- 
land. helping  to  obtain  private 
contributions  to  fund  the  new  cen- 
ter. He  has  propelled  a 700-panel 
exhibition  about  Frank’s  experi- 
ences in  Nazi-occupied  Europe 
through  various  cities  around  the 
world. 

He  also  helped  to  arrange  for 
the  appearance  of  Miep  Gies.  who 
helped  shelter  the  Frank  family, 
to  speak  at  the  center's  inaugura- 
tion. 

The  tiny  space  will  provide  a 
forum  for  exhibits  and  public  dis- 
cussion of  human-rights  issues. 
The  present  exhibition  is  about 
nationalism  in  Europe  today,  but 
the  spirit  of  Frank's  heroically 
tragic  past  pervades. 

A book  entitled  Anne  Frank, 
Beyond  the  Diary,  by  Rudd  van 
der  Rol  and  Rian  Verhgeven 
(Penguin  Books,  1993)  sits  on  a 
table  underneath  a large  black 
and  white  portrait  of  a smiling 
Anne. 

The  book,  which  won  the  Chris- 
topher Award  last  year,  takes  the 
reader  on  a photo-journalistic 
journey  through  Frank’s  life,  as 
does  the  700-panel  exhibition. 
She  is  seen  in  her  native  Germany 
-as  a chubby-cheeked  toddler  with 
large  dark  eyes;  as  a dark-haired 
child  with  a kind  face  playing  with 
friends  in  the  streets;  looking  cold, 
animated  and  happy  after  a dip  at 
the  beach  in  Holland  with  her  sis- 
ter Margo. 

It  is  the  last  picture  of  Anne 
Frank,  taken  in  1941,  that  shows 
her  introspective  and  sad,  a quick 
glimpse  of  the  child-woman  who 
would  deliver  one  of  the  most 
moving  documents  in  history. 

“We  know  Anne  Frank  the  vic- 
tim and  Anne  Frank  the  fugitive,” 
writes  New  York  Times  columnist 
Anna  Quindlen  in  the  introduc- 
tion. “This  is  Anne  Frank  the 
free,  the  living,  the  person  who 
was  able  to  write  what  has  become 
a lesson  for  millions  of  us  in  the 
years  since:  ‘in  spite  of  everything, 
I still  believe  that  people  are  really 
good  at  heart.'  ” 
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Many  children  in  Israel  simply  can’t  afford 
a holiday  during  the  school  vacation. 

The  Jerusalem  Post  Toy  Fund  would  like  to  send 
as  many  underprivileged  children  as  possible 
from  distressed  neighbourhoods  to  day-camp 
at  local  community  centres. 

There  are  hundreds  of  children  who  will  not 
be  able  to  experience  three  sun-filled  weeks 
this  summer  without  additional  contributions 
from  our  readers. 
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media:  Assad  through  the  looking  glass 


Syria’s 


SOME  foreign ' commentators  this 
week  expressed  surprise  that  Syria 

Chose  a newsDaner.  Tishreen.  to  an- 


k*/  chose  a newspaper.  Tishreen. , to  an- 
nounce a shift  in  its  negotiating  stance 
over  the  Golan  Heights  - Damascus  ap- 
parently would  now  accept  a phased  Is- 
raeli withdrawal. 

Surprise  indeed  - but  the  surprise  is 
that^  there  are  still  people  around  who 
don'i  know  that  in  Syria  the  media 
equals  the  government,  equals  the  state, 
equals  President  Hafez  Assad. 

The  level  of  repression  and  terrorist 
control  of  the  population  in  Syria  by 
Assad's  small  AJawite  clique  is  beyond 
the  imagination  of  anyone  who  has  not 
spent  some  time  there. 

The  iron  clamp  is  tightest  on  the 
media. 

Syria's  newspapers  are  of  relatively 
recent  origin.  All  earlier  independent  or 
party-affiliated  media  were  shut  down 
when  Assad’s  Ba’ath  Party  seized  power 
in  the  1963  military  coup. 

Hence  the  oldest  existing  newspaper  is 
Al-Ba'aik,  founded  in  1946  as  the  organ 
of  the  party. 

The  “government  newspaper”  Al- 
Thawra  (“Revolution"),  was  founded  in 
1%3.  In  1974,  Assad  himself  started 
Tishreen  (“October"  - named  for 
the  1973  war  “victory”  Syria  still 
proclaims.) 

The  Ba'aih  Party  constitution  contains 
a provision  that  says:  “Freedom  of 
speech,  assembly,  religion  and  art  are 


sacred.  No  authority  has  the  power  to 
suppress  them.’* 

The  same  party,  when  it  became  the 
government,  enacted  a sweeping  State 
of  Emergency  law  whose  Article  4 gave 
the  state  the  right  to  control  all  news 
media,  publishing  outlets  and  means  of 
artistic  expression. 

It  also  may  - and  does  - seize  and 
destroy  domestic  and  foreign  works  of 
expression  “which  threaten  security." 


f BACKGROUND 

THOMAS  O’DWYER 

k 

The  most  taboo  minority,  strangely 

enough,  is  Assad’s  own  ruling  Alawite  ien  correspondents,  in- 

group, a Moslem  sect  totaling  12  percent  stampede  of  go  JweU 
of  the  population  but  holding  100  per-  clu^n^ounialists  pays  dividends: 
cent  of  the  power.  5“S2rS-L«»  in  Syrian  affairs  waned 

Any  editor  who  reminds  Syrians  that  For®‘g ' JJJ*  ^ much  so  that  when  As- 
the  orthodox  Sunni  majority  is junder  the  remarKaoiy  ■ ^ Syrians  in  the  dra- 

repressive  thumb  of  a minor  sect  is  un-  sad  massacr  - rebellious  northern 

likely  to  win  the  luxury  of  a life  in  prison,  mauc  the  following  April,  it 

In  the  1980s,  prominent  journalists  Sa-  _ town  of  Ham  month  until 

lim  Lawzi,  All  Jundi  and  Riyad  Taba  went  unreporte  ^ story 


the  res.  of  tbe  *■»«*!■• 1 ■J.’SS 


APART  from  the  three  main  newspa- 
pers, there  is  an  English-language  daily, 
Syria  Times.  Its  equivalent  in  an  Arab 
country  would  be  the  Jordan  Times. 

However.  Jordan’s  daily  is  fairly  well- 
written.  quite  accurate  on  news  and  by 
no  means  outrageous  in  its  opinion 
pages.  The  Syria  Times  is  the  regional 
laughingstock  of  media  professionals. 

Its  English  is  illiterate,  hysterical  and 
a frequent  source  of  entertaining  howl- 
ers. News  of  daily  life  in  Syria  is  nonexis- 
tent, and  Times  space  is  equally  divided 
between  fawning  adulation  of  Assad's 
every  move  and  screaming  tirades 
against  Israel. 

The  circulation  of  all  Syrian  newspa- 
pers, around  200.000.  is  tiny  for  a popu- 
lation of  some  12  million. 

The  papers  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Information  Ministry  and  for  content 
depend  almost  entirely  on  the  output  of 
the  official  Syrian  Arab  News  Agency 
(SANA).  The  Information  Ministry  also 


conveniently  runs  SANA  and  writes  its 
output. 

The  line  between  being  a quite  well- 
paid.  comfortable  and  trusted  journalist 
and  being  a forgotten  nonperson  in  some 
ghastly  prison  ceil  is  a thin  one  indeed  - 
and  woe  betide  the  editor  who  isn’t  nim- 
ble enough  io  nonce  when  the  line  shifts 
a fraction. 


MARWAN  Hamawi,  the  director  of 
SANA,  failed  to  be  rumble  enough  in 
1975  when  the  agency  ran  a report  that 
was  interpreted  as  “pro-Iraqi  at  a time 
when  Assad  was  fuming  against  the 
broihejly  Ba’ath  regime  in  Baghdad. 

As  far  as  anyone -knows,  Hamawi  still 
languishes  in  the  notorious  ai-Mezze 
prison  in  western  Damascus  - from 
which  there  is  a picturesque  view  of  the 
presidential  palace. 

The  danger  line  can  also  be  difficult  to 
see  until  the  muhabarat  (secret  police) 
come  banging  on  the  door  to  improve  a 
journalist’s  vision. 

Former  Tishreen  editor  Amid  Khuly, 
a thoroughly  dedicated  and  careful  cog 
in  the  Assad  machine,  innocently  ran  a 
news  agency  report  on  the  1987  Arab 
League  summit  in  Amman. 

A typical  dry,  factual  Reuter  dispatch. 


it  merely  noted,  for  the  record,  the  main  . 
points  of  the  final  communique.  Assad 
himself  had  signed  the  communique,  so 
the  unsuspecting  Khuly  printed  the  Reu- 
ter piece. 

Unfortunately,  the  Arab  League  had 
included  a routine  sentence  of  support 
for  Arab  Iraq  in  the  Iran-Iraq  war. 

Assad,  signatory  or  not,  was  strongly 
allied  with  Iran  and  exploded  in  fury 
because  Tishreen  had  made  him  look 
Uke  a two-faced  fool.  Exit  Khuly  into 
obscurity,  via  a most  unpleasant  spell 
with  muhabarat  Interrogators  for  his  sus- 
pected disloyalty  to  the  president. 

Oddly  enough,  Syrian  newspapers  do 
occasionally  run  critical  articles  on  some 
aspect  of  society  or  the  economy,  but  the 
limits  are  severely  controlled. 

Such  pieces  are  in  the  style  of  the 
“honest  self-examination''  exercises  be- 
loved of  former  communist  regimes, 
who  liked  to  prove  it  wasn’t  all  duty-free 
shops  and  personality  cults  at  the  top. 


of  the  population  but  holding  100  per- 
cent of  the  power.  . 


cent  of  the  power.  . 

Any  editor  who  reminds  Syrians  that 


THERE  are.  of  course,  subjects  that  are 
totally  taboo.  Saying  anything  positive 
about  Israel  is  a major  crime,  second 
only  to  saying  anything  negative  about 
Assad.  References  to  opposition  groups 
or  minorities  are  forbidden. 


were  murdered  in  Beirut,  Salah  Bitar 
was  shot  in  Paris  and  Michel  Nimri  in 
Athens  for  this  sin. 

The  danger  reaches  beyond  native 
Syrians.  In  June  1980,  Reuters  corre- 
spondent Bemd  Debusman  was  shot 
four  times  in  the  back  in  Beirut  as  tie 
walked  home  after  a get-together  with 
most  of  the  foreign  press  corps  - includ- 
ing BBC  journalists  Tim  Llwellyn  and 
Jim  Muir,  who  had  been  getting  anony- 
mous death  threats. 

Debusman  survived,  but  as  he  lay  in 
an  intensive-care  unit  a Syrian  intelli- 
gence agent  known  to  him  entered  the 
clinic  and  stood  gazing  at  the  reporter  in 
silence  for  some  time.  The  agent  then 
snapped,  “You  were  warned,"  turned 
on  his  heel  and  walked  out, 

Debusman  had  indeed  been  warned  to 
stop  referring  to  “the  ruling  Alawite  mi- 
nority" in  Reuters  dispatches  on  Syria. 
He  was  flown  to  Cyprus  and  never  re.- 
turned  to  the  Middle  East. 

The  message  was  taken  as  clear-cut  by 


T&aZuon*  picked  up  <he  story 

until  The  Washington  Post  ran  a piece  on 

^Admitting  that  the  story  had I been 
ooen  knowledge  from  the  outset  m Bei 
rSt  (and  hence  in  Nicosia  as  the  new 
Middle  East  listening  post),  the  Post 
made  no  bones  about  the  reason  for  the 


^"IrT  an  atmosphere  created  by  the 
wounding  last  June  of  Reuters  corre- 
spondent Bernd  Debusman  - and 
threats  against  British  Broadcasting 
Corp.  correspondent  Tim  Llwellyn  - 
both  after  stories  considered  by  Damas- 
cus as  unfriendly  to  Syria  - 
reports  have  not  been  widely  published 
in  the  area." 


The  writer,  who  edits  the  foreign  and 
Middle  East  pages,  was  formerly  a re- 
gional correspondent  and  Nicosia  bureau 
chief  for  Reuters. 


Hariri:  Expert  in  damage  control 


ANDREW  TARNOWSW 
BEIRUT 


PRIME  Minister  Rafik  Hari-  i 
ri,  brought  in  to  raise  Leba-  b 
non  from  the  ruins  of  civil  | 
war.  appeared  to  have  lost  ground  | 
politically  in  his  standoff  with  the  g 
president  and  parliament  speaker  I 
this  week.  I, 

The  billionaire  prime  minister  I 
decided  to  go  back  to  work  after  a ! 
stoppage  that  paralyzed  the  gov-  * 
ernment  for  a week,  raised  fears 
of  political  instability  and  scared 
Beirut's  reemerging  financial  mar-  L 
kets  with  a run  on  the  Lebanese 
pound. 

“The  government  was  not  re- 
shuffled. portfolios  were  not 
swapped  and  the  stoppage  gave  no 
results,"  said  the  Beirut  daily  al- 
Anwar,  commenting  on  Hariri’s 
. failure  to  achieve  his  goals. 

The  dimbdown  may  be  particu- 
■ lariy  damaging  on  top  of  an  ero- 
ifrion^rHarin ’^.popularity  caused 
ifctf’the  failure  of  his  S12  billion  8 
rebuilding  program . to.  bring  re- 
; suits  sis'  qUip%,as  /nany  LebgpescC.  f 

•expected. 

But  the  political  damage  may  be'  ® 
more  apparent  than  real.  I 

Hariri  remained  firmly  in  office  I 
as  the  crisis  ended.  i 

Despite  earlier  reports  of  Syrian  | 
dissatisfaction  with  his  role  in  the  jj 
affair,  he  appeared  to  remain  on 
&good  terms  with  Damascus  - the 
• paramount  issue  for  any  Lebanese  g 
>' politician.  C 

A meeting  on  Saturday  with  a 

President  Hafez  Assad  helped  b 

control  the  damage  to  his  image.  U 
A Beirut  newspaper  said  it  gave 
Hariri  “moral  compensation"  for  H 
the  apparent  setback  on  the  do-  tl 
mestic  front.  v 

The  showdown  with  President  a 

Elias  Hrawi  and  Speaker  Nabih  ft 

Bern  may  even  have  won  Hariri  g 
ground  with  Lebanon's  influential 
Christian  minority  by  showing  b 
them  he  is  ready  to  listen  to  their  t< 
grievances.  C 

By  risking  a crisis  to  bring  more  u 
representative  Christians  into  the 


m 
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As  Hariri  stayed  home  in  pro- 
test. aides  said  his  aim  all  along 
had  been  to  show  that  the  distribu- 
tion of  power  introduced  under 
the  1989  Taif  accord  that  ended 
the  civil  war  was  unworkable. 

The  pact  did  not  clearly  define 
the  roles  of  Lebanon's  three  top 
office-holders,  allowing  them 
to  meddle  in  each  other's  busi- 
ness and  block  each  other's 
initiatives. 

Hariri  believes  this  is  blocking 
effective  government  and  causing 
delays  to  his  reconstruction  pro- 
jects, aides  say. 

Discontent  with  Taif  and  its  par- 
tial implementation  is  also  a major 
Christian  grievance  - a fact  that 
increases  the  possibility  that  Hari- 
ri may  be  trying  to  tell  the  Chris- 
tians that  he  is  a potential  ally 
whose  concerns  coincide  with 
theirs. 

By  presenting  himself  as  a possi- 
ble ally  for  the  Christians,  Hariri 
may  be  seeking  a major  role  in  the 
election  of  the  next  president  - 
who  must  be  a Maronite  Christian 
- due  by  theend.qfJ995. 

AppareritljraWarS  of  the  threat,' 


4-  UL  :-K  r 


wi 


Apparenujraware  or  tne  mreat,  jjg  1,^  said  it  would  cut  “Egyptian  shirt  imports  after  Egypt’s  £ast-developing^  textiles 
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trying  “to  outbid  tile  president”  in 


Rafik  Hariri:  Apparently  still  on  good  terms  with  Syria.  (AP) 


government.  Hariri  put  angry 
Christian  demands  for  more  bal- 
anced treatment  by  the  Syrian- 
backed  government  into  the  cen- 
ter of  the  political  stage. 


IN  THE  negotiated  compromise 
that  ended  the  confrontation,  he 
won  a commitment  from  Hrawi 
and  Be/ri  to  discuss  his  demand 
for  expanding  the  cabinet  after  he 
goes  back  to  work. 

Hariri  sparked  the  showdown 
by  proposing  to  add  four  members 
to  the  cabinet  - two  heavyweight 
Christians  and  two  others  to  speed 
up  reconstruction. 

The  proposal  puzzled  observers 


who  felt  Hariri  was  picking  a fight 
he  could  not  win. 

They  said  he  must  have  known 
no  Christian  heavyweight  could 
agree  to  enter  the  government 
without  major  changes  in  its  poli- 
cies that  he  could  not  deliver  - 
principally  an  effort  to  regain  Leb- 
anon's freedom  of  action  from 
Syria,  which  has  35,000  troops  in 
the  country  and  is  the  main  power 
broker. 

Hrawi  and  Berri  duly  blocked 
the  reshuffle,  making  Hariri  look 
powerless,  and  proposing  instead 
major  government  changes  which 
could  have  weakened  his  cabinet 
support. 


his  own  Maronite  community. 

Relations  between  the  two  men 
have  long  been  bad. 

Hrawi  is  known  to  want  to  be- 
come leader  ofthe  Christian  com- 
munity when  he  steps  down  as 
president,  and  to  want  his  son-in- 
law,  Foreign  Minister  Fans 
Bouez,  to  succeed  him. 

Political  sources  say  Hrawi 
wants  Hariri  out  of  government, 
or  at  least  seriously  weakened,  be- 
fore the  presidential  campaign 
gets  under  way. 

They  say  he  fears  the  combina- 
tion of  the  prime  minister’s 
office  with  Hariri’s  financial 
resources  and  the  confidence  of 
the  Syrians  would  give  the  Sunni 
Moslem  premier  unbeatable  influ- 
ence in  the  behind-the-scenes 
bargaining  that  goes  into  the  elec- 
tion of  Lebanon’s  presidents. 

(Reuter) 


Egypt’s  free  market  may  be  no  market 

MOUNTR  Fakhri  Abdel-  JOHN  WEST  Arab  world's  largest  industry 

Nour  would  like  to  ex-  _ sector  into  competitive  shape, 

port  peanut  butter  from  wuhu  Eevot  cut  and  simnlified  imoni 
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Anti-Israel  alliance  formed  in  Jordan 


Uktiomrt  OFTHE 
^|1DDU 


AMMAN  (AP)  - Eight  leftist  and  Islamic  fundamentalist  political 
parties  this  week  announced  the  formation  of  an  alliance  aimed  at 
resisting  normalization  of  relations  with  Israel  and  threatened  to  boycott 
everyone  interacting  with  it. 

The  move  is  an  open  challenge  io  King  Hussein’s  stated  pro-peace 
and  normalization  policy'. 

The  leftist- Islamic  alliance  calls  itself  the  Popular  Arab  Jordanian 
Committee  for  Resisting  Submission  and  Normalization. 

The  alliance  includes  the  powerful  Islamic  Action  Front, 
Jordan's  leading  Moslem  fundamentalist  group,  which  has  16  seats 
in  the  SO-member  parliament.  The  rest  of  the  groups  hold  four 
seats. 

A front  spokesman  said  the  peace  process  was  “no  more  than  the 
necessary  first  stages"  for  a Middle  East  dominated  by  the  US  and 
Israel. 


MOUNTR  Fakhri  Abdel- 
Nour  would  like  to  ex- 
port peanut  butter  from 
Egypt  to  tile  US  but  says  low  quo- 
tas allotted  to  developing  coun- 
tries bar  the  way. 

“Frankly,  this  talk  of  free  trade 
is  a lot  of  rubbish."  said  Abdel- 
Nour.  managing  director  of  S£- 
F1AA,  a producer  of  jams  and 
fruit  concentrates. 

“They  are  proposing  and  im- 
posing quotas  at  the  same  time  as 
we  are  signing  the  GATT  agree- 
ment," he  added,  referring  to  the 
General  Agreement  on  Tariffs 
and  Trade  signed  last  month  in 
Morocco  which  is  supposed  to 
send  world  trade  barriers 
tumbling. 

Policymakers  and  the  World 
Bank  tout  it  as  the  economic  fu- 
ture of  their  country,  but  Egypt’s 
exporters  are  fuming  that  Western 
countries  do  not  practice  the  free- 
market  theories  they  preach  to  the 
developing  world. 

A quota  recently  proposed  on 
Egyptian  shirt  exports  to  the  US 
touched  off  a storm  of  protest  in 
Egypt,  where  government  and 
business  circles  alike  saw  a pre- 
cious success  story  nipped  in  the 
bud. 

Washington,  pressured  by  a 
strong  domestic  textiles  lobby,  has 
said  it  plans  to  cut  Egyptian  shirt 
imports  to  about  6.1  million  and 
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keep  them  there  after  Egypt's  fast- 
developing  textiles  industry  boost- 
ed exports  fivefold  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  US  government,  wary  of 
rupturing  ties  with  a major  strate- 
gic ally,  has  adopted  a low-key 
approach,  simply  saying  the 
American  market  could  not  ab- 
sorb more  Egyptian  exports. 

“The  Egyptians  were  shocked," 
James  Pringle,  chairman  of  the 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  Egypt,  said.  “This  has  disrupted 
an  industry  that  had  a bright  fu- 
ture and  showed  all  the  private 
sector  initiative  the  US  has  been 
trying  to  encourage  in  Egypt." 

The  free  trade  issue  is  likely  to 
take  on  increasing  importance  as 
Egypt  liberalizes  its  own  markets 
under  World  Bank-backed  re- 
forms and  plans  an  ambitious  ex- 
port drive  to  fuel  economic  growth 
and  cut  its  two-to-one  trade 
deficit. 

Egypt  imported  goods  worth 
S7.57  billion  in  J991.  It  exported 
only  S3 .53b.,  over  half  of  which 
.was' oil  and  oil  products. 

Traditionally  the  shortfall  was 
bridged  by  tourism,  Suez  Canal 
receipts,  large  aid  inflows- from 
Western  and  Gulf  Arab  countries, 
remittances  from  two  million 
Egyptians  working  abroad  and 
tens  of  billions  of  dollars  of  debt 
that  Cairo  ran  up. 

But  now  Egypt  has  launched  an 
ambitious  plan  to  boost  exports  to 
SlOb.  by  the  year  2000,  gambling 
that  reforms  cutting  protection  on 
local  manufacturing  can  knock  the 
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Arab  world's  largest  industrial 
sector  into  competitive  shape. 

Egypt  cut  and  simplified  import 
tariffs  and  slashed  subsidized  in- 
puts to  local  industry  in  the  past 
two  years  under  the  World  Bank 
program. 

Having  taken  the  plunge  into 
the  free  market.  Egyptian  officials 
and  businessmen  are  afraid  they 
will  be  shut  out  of  Western  mar- 
kets under  the  pretext  of  ever 
stricter  health,  safety  and  human 
rights  conditions. 

Egypt  ran  a $2. 97b.  trade  deficit 
with  Western  Europe  and  North 
America  in  1991,  74  percent  ofits 
total  trade  deficit. 

1 "Every  day  we  wake  up  to  new 
criteria  from  the  Europeans  and 
Americans.  First  it  was  quality 
control  and  packaging,  now  it  is 
environment  and  child  labor. 
However  fast  we  run,  we’re  al- 
ways behind,”  said  Neila  Alouba, 
chairwoman  of  the  export  com- 
mittee at  tiie  Egyptian  Business- 
men s Association,  a private  sec- 
tor lobby. 

“Is  it  a coincidence  chat  Egypt’s 
potential  export  sectors  are  in 
some  of  the  most  heavily  protect- 
ed markets,  GATT  or  no  GATT? 
Many  people  think  not,"  she 
added. 

*J?«  1991Jagricultural  Products, 
textiles  and  clothmg  exports  ac- 
counted for  SI. 62b.,  or  some  80% 
or  Egypt  s nonmineral  exports. 

In  theory  GATT  should  even- 

barriers  ‘n  these 
many  developing 
countries,  intimidated  by  the  Eu- 
ropean  Union  and  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
!??  remain  skeptical  until  they 

^ge  on  the  ground.  (ReJS) 


Egypt  bans  English-language 
weekly  for  the  second  time 
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CAIRO  (AP)  - Information  Min- 
istry censors  banned  distribution 
of  the  Egyptian  edition  of  the 
Middle  East  Times  for  the  second 
time  in  three  weeks. 

The  English-language  weekly  is 
written  and  edited  in  Egypt  but 
printed  in  Greece,  ft  appears  on 
Egyptian  newsstands  on 
Mondays. 

The  move  comes  amid  a series 
of  government  actions  limiting 
press  coverage. 

Foreign  reporters  have  fre- 
quently been  barred  from  the  tri- 
als of  Moslem  extremists  accused 
of  anti-government  attacks. 

fn  recent  weeks.  Western  re- 
porters and  photographers  were 
roughed  up  by  Egyptian  security 
forces  while  covering 


Sl2pp0siti0n  newspaper  AU 
Shaab  was  ordered  to  S k, 
military  court  for  fUrJ™  a 

maneuvers. 8YP  Q.  milltary 

Papers  face' °PIJ0sition 
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pj^2las  Pelham,  who  edits  tk 
Egyptian  edition,  said 
been  told  there  Ic  1 X.  e Ve 
Paper  might  be  bareedT*6 
country  indefinitely^  ^ the 

for  ll  has  published 
— he  did  not  .. 
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forces  while  covering 
demonstrations.  & 

Late  last  month,  a reporter  for 
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’94  budget  overrun  erf  between  MS  1.5b.-NIS  2b.  seems  likely 


EVELYN  GORDON 


TOE  Treasury  will  soon  ask  the 
Knesset  to  approve  a supplemen- 
tary budget  for  1994,  since  a bud- 
get overran  of  between  NIS  1.5 
billion  and  NIS  2b.  now  seems 
likely,  State  Budget  Director  Da- 
vid Brodet  reportedly  told  the 
Knesset  finance  committee 
yesterday.  . 

Brodet  said  some  NIS  500  mil- 
lion of  die  sum  was  due  to  the 
recent  public-sector  wage  agree- 
ments. Another  NTS  350m.  stems 
'from  the  agreement  with  the  PLO; 
NIS  250m.  is  likely  to  be  needed 
for  Israel  Aircraft  Industries  and 
other  defense  industries; 
NIS  425m.  will  be  needed  for  local 
authorities;  and  several  hundred 
million  wDl  probably  .be  needed 
for  Kupat  Holim  Clalit- 
. Accountant-general  Reuven 
Kokolevich  explained  that-aU 
though  the  budget  deficit  so  far 
this  year  is  actually  much  smaller 
than  expected  - NIS  600m.  com- 
pared with  an  anticipated 
NIS  7.6b.  - experience  from  pre- 


vious years  shows  that  most  of 
the  annual  deficit  is  accumulated 
during  the  second  half  of  the 
year.  . 

On' the  bright  side.  State  Reve- 
nue Director  Yoram  Gabbai  told 
the  committee  income  from  taxes 
was  NIS  800m.  higher  than  ex- 
pected during  die  first  third  of  the 
year,  totalling  NIS  23.1b.  This  is  a 

■ real  increase  of  12.8%  over  last 

■ year,  while  the  expected  increase 
had  been  8:8%. 

If  this  trend,  continues,  it  will 
give  the  state  more  flexibility  in 
dealing  with  '‘unexpected"  ex- 
penses. 

Gabbai  noted  most  of  the  extra 
revenue  came  from  .the  income  tax 
division,  which  collected  21.9% 
more  than  during  the  same  period 
last  year,  though  revenues  had 
been  expected  to  grow  by  only 
15.8%. 

Opposition  MKs  took  the  op- 
portunity to  blast  the  government 
from  all(  sides.  ’Dan  Tichon  (Li- 


Brodefc  NIS  500m.  of  overrun 
due  to  recent  public-sector 
wage  agreements,  (a&b  Auerbach) 

kud)  said  that  in  light  of  Brodet's 
announcement,  be  wondered 
whether  the  annual  budget  pre- 


sented to  Knesset  each  fall  had 
any  meaning,  since  most  of  the 
additional  expenses  Brodet 
mentioned  could  have  been 
predicted. 

Sylvan  Shalom  (Likud)  was 
more  upset  about  inflation,  and 
asked  that  the  commirtee  invite 
Finance  Minister  Avraham  Sho- 
hat  and  Bank  of  Israel  Governor 
Jacob  Frenkel  for  a discussion  on 
the  issue. 

“[The  Treasury]  isn’t  doing  any- 
thing [about  inflation],  despite  the 
fact  that  the  writing  is  on  the 
wall,*'  he  said.  “The  governor  of 
the  Bank  of  Israel  is  the  only  one 
advocating  stability.” 

Although  many  MKs  - opposi- 
-tion  and  coalition  alike  - ex- 
pressed concern  over  the  sharp 
rise  in  housing  prices,  they  agreed 
the  solution  was  not  for  the  gov- 
ernment to  resume  its  building 
program. 

Ariel  Weinstein  (Likud)  said 
the  best  way  to  solve  the  problem 
was  to  allow  the  free  import  of 
foreign  workers. 


up  15.3%  in  April 


THE  number  of  job  seekers  rose 
15.3  percent  last  month  compared 
to  March,  with  117,500  people 
registering  at  the  Employment 
Service,  according  to  seasonally- 
adjusted  figures  released  yester- 
day by  the  Labor  and  Social  Af- 
fairs Ministry. 

This  rise  in  job  seekers  follows  a 
sharp  drop  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year,  when  the  number  of  job 
seekers  fell  from  117,800  at  the 
end  of  1993  to  101,900  in  March. 

There  was  a similar  rise  in  the 
number  of  new  immigrants  regis- 
tering as  job  seekers,  up  15.2% 
from  March  to  April,  from 
10,400  in  March  to  11,900  last 
month. 

The  number  of  people  who  lost 
their  unemployment  benefits  due 
to  their  refusal  to  accept  work  of- 
fered them  jumped  58%,  follow- 
ing a tightening  in  the  criteria  for 
receiving  this  benefit. 

At  the  same  time,  April  saw*  a 


There  is  an  escape  Housing  starts  down,  prices  up 


MUCH  was  made  of  the  mass  exo- 
dus of  Israelis  tourists  to  Turkey 
over  the  Shavuot  break.  If  only, 
the.,  pundits  said,  they  had  spent 
the  time,  and  particularly  the 
money,  in  Israel,' we  would  all  be 
much  better  off.  The  money 
would  stay  in  the  country,  thereby 
boosting  foreign  currency  re- 
serves, creating  jobs  and  promot- 
ing growth.  Israel  is,  however,  a 
free  counfry,  and  people  are  enti- 
tled to  vacation  more  or  less 
where  they  want.  - • 

- In  this  case.  there  is  a striking 
parallel  between  ttth  tohram^  indus- 
try • and  the  current  crisis  in  the 
bousing  market  The  shortage  of 
low-priced  accommodations  in 
most  local  tourism  centers  has  gen- 
erally enabled  hoteliers  to  increase ' 
room  rales  to  a level  atwbich  foot- 
loose Israelis  can  indulge  their  wan- 


derlust, enjoy  Gist  class  hotels  and 
spend  less  by  going  abroad  than  by 
staying  in  similar  accommodations 
. in  Eilat  of  Tiberias. 

Not  only  is  potential  internal 
‘tourism  driven  away,  but  our  abili- 
ty to  compete  for  incoming  tour- 
ists with  Turkey,  Greece,  Cyprus 
and  Spain  is  seriously  harmed. 
Unlike  the  homing;  marked  how- 
ever, customers  have  a choice, 
which,  ft  would  appear,  they  have 
been  exercising  in  droves. 

. Despite  the  local  hotel . indus- 
try's shortsightedness^  foreign 
chains  iare' steppfiig  ih  io  take' ad- 
vantage of  'the  new  “political  'dr-' 
cumstances.  Given  the  country’s 
considerable  tourism  potential, 
there  is  a fair  chance  that  market 
forces  will  fill  the  gap.  It  will  be  no 
thanks,  though,  to  greedy  hote- 
liers and  virionless  bureaucrats. 


HOUSING  prices  rose  9.6  per- 
cent above  inflation  last  year,  as 
sharp  cuts  in  state-funded  con- 
struction lowered  the  number  of 
housing  starts  by  25.1%,  accord- 
ing to  the  Bank  of  Israel  annual 
report  to  be  published  later  this 
month. 

The  reduction  in  available  bous- 
ing pushed  up  prices,  thus  encour- 
aging the  private  sector  to  increase 
activity,  especially  in  high-de- 
mand areas.  Private  sector  hous- 
ing starts  rose  25.1%.  The  in- 
crease, however,  would  have  been 
greater  had  it  not  been  for  the 
territories  closure,  which  drained 
construction  sites  of  workers  dur- 
ing the  second  quarter. 

Contractors  expanded  their  ac- 


JOSE  ROSEN  FELD 

tjvities  by  raising  large  amounts  of 
cash  at  relatively  attractive  prices 
due  to  the  fan  in  the  cost  of  credit 
last  year.  Additionally,  there  was 
fierce  competition  among  banks 
to  provide  financial  backing  to 
housing  projects. 

Credit  extended  to  contractors 
grew  by  72%,  adjusted  for  infla- 
tion, compared  with  1992.  Brisk 
sales  also  contributed  to  the  ex- 
pansion, since  sales  of  housing 
units  already  under  construction 
are  a significant  source  for  financ- 
ing such  projects. 

The  private  sector's  expansion, 
however,  was  insufficient  to  meet 
the  demand  for  housing  in  the 


country’s  center.  In  Jerusalem  and 
Tel  Aviv,  apartment  prices 
jumped  by  13%  and  12%  in  real 
terms,  respectively,  while  in  the 
center,  prices  rose  by  10%. 

Housing  starts  increased  by 
13,000  units  in  the  country's  cen- 
ter, while  the  amount  of  land  sold 
for  construction  also  rose.  In  Jeru- 
salem, by  contrast,  there  were 
only  1,900  housing  starts  last  year 
due  to  the  unavailability  of  land. 

In  the  South,  demand  was  mod- 
erate leading  to  unchanged  prices. 
There  were  4,000  housing  starts  in 
the  area  compared  with  an  annual 
average  of  26,600  starts  during  the 
preceding  three  years.  In  Haifa, 
prices  rose  7%  with  9,000  housing 
starts. 


Panel  okays  more  Hashmira  wins 

guarantees  to  loan  fund 
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Natural  gas  usage  to  increase 
by  50%  next  decade- ministry 

- - UAT  COLONS 

IN  the  next  decade,  Israel  will  double  its  electricity  production  capabili- 
ty, consumption  of  petroleum-based  products  will  grow  by  50%  and 
natural  gas  usage  will  increase  by  at  least  50%.  These  are  some  of  the 
figures  presented  by  Energy  and  Infrastructure  Minister  Moshe  Shahal 
to  the  Knesset  yesterday  in  a report  on  this  year’s  ministry  activities. 

The  report  also  said  the  import  of  energy  sources  from  other  states  in 
the  region  would  increase  and  the  average  real  cost  would  decrease. 

The  sorvey  also  contains  details  of  arrangements  between  local  au- 
thorities and  Palestinian  authorities  concerning  petroleum  product  stan- 
dards. Israel  has  agreed  to  permit  the  import  of  petroleum  products 
from  areas  under  Palestinian  jurisdiction  on  condition  they  meet  Jorda- 
nian and  other  international  standards. 

The  autonomous  areas  may  import  gasoline  as  long  as  it  is  colored 
differently  from  gasoline  available  in  local  markets  and  is  not  sold  here. 

Meanwhile,  a ministerial  committee  on  legislation  is  expected  to 
discuss  the  fuel  economy  tail  proposed  by  Shahal  in  the  next  few  days. 


THE  Knesset  finance  committee 
yesterday  approved  an  additional 
NIS  300  million  in  state-backed 
loan  guarantees  to  the  govern- 
ment's small  business  loan 
fund.  • 

The  fiind  is  operated  by  banks 
Mizrahi,  Discount,  Otzar  Hahayal 
and  Hapoahm,  which  screen  ap- 
plicants and  provide  them  loans 
with  preferential  terms. 

The  Treasury  shifted  part  of  the 
default  risk  to  the  banks,  so  in- 
stead of  guaranteeing  100  percent 
of  the  loan,  it  will  back  80% 
while  the  banks  will  guarantee  the 
remaining  20%.  The  govern- 
ment's maximum  exposure  will 
amount  to  30%  of  the  total,  or 
NIS  90m. 

The  small  business  loan  fund 
has  used  up  over  two-thirds  of  the 
NIS  300m.  originally  allocated. 
Out  of  2,125  loan  requests,  one 
thousand  were  approved  totaling 
NIS  223m.  Businesses  have  al- 
ready used  NIS  130m.  of  the  ap- 


proved credit.  About  40%  of  the 
approved  loans  went  to  new  busi- 
nesses, while  8%  of  the  recipients 
were  new  immigrants. 

The  fund  primarily  finances 
small  business  investment  and  de- 
velopment projects  which  other- 
wise would  not  be  undertaken,  or 
would  be  delayed  due  to  the  busi- 
nesses' lack  of  collateral  needed  to 
receive  regular  bank  credit. 

Many  of  the  borrowers  said  that 
the  mere  existence  of  the  fund  en- 
couraged them  to  develop  their 
business. 

Most  of  die  loan  requests  did 
not  exceed  NIS  500,000,  although 
the  original  program  limited  loans 
to  NIS  750,000. 

The  only  businesses  that  re- 
quested loans  over  NIS  500,000 
were  those  which  already  had  ac- 
cess to  credit  and  wanted  to  take 
advantage  of  the  fund’s  preferen- 
tial interest  rates.  As  a result,  the 
Treasury  has  lowered  the  loan 
ceiling  to  NIS  500,000. 


GAUT  UPK1S  BECK 

HASHMIRA  Security  Group  has 
been  chosen  to  provide  security 
for  the  Diamond  Exchange.  The 
company  was  selected  from 
among  six  local  security  firms  that 
participated  in  the  tender. 

The  project,  which  involves 
round-the-clock  security,  is  the 
country's  most  labor-intensive  se- 
curity job  - Hashmira  plans  to  use 
150  guards  to  secure  the  ex- 
change’s three  buildings. 

The  agreement  is  estimated  at 
between  NIS  7 million  to 
NIS  11m.  per  year. 

Hashmira  is  controlled  by  the 
Kadis  brothers  and  managing  di- 
rector Oded  Sarmister,  and  em- 
ploys 7,600  security  guards 
throughout  the  country. 

Until  last  year,  Modi’in  Ezrachi 
provided  security  for  the  building 
for  20  years,  after  which  they  were 
replaced  by  S.  L.  Shevah. 


Agriculture  Union  to  fight  Israel  Carmel  Market  can  be  turned 
Land  Development  Authority  decision  into  residential  area  - court 


THE  Agriculture  Union  yester- 
day said  it  is  reluctant  to  sign  con- 
tracts changing  land  initially  alio-, 
cared  for  agriculture  purposes  to 
building,  in  uses  when  The  Israel 
Land  Development  Authority  de- 
mands a payment  of  more  than  51 
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percent  of  the  land  value. 

At  an  emergency  meeting  head- 
ed by  union  secretary-general 
Daljo  Mod  and  representatives  of 
76  agricultural  settlements,:  the 
union  decided  to  take  all  possible 
steps  to  cancel  the  authority's  de- 
cision to  demand  51%  of  more  of 
.the  land  value. 

Settlement  representatives  said 
they  hope  to  continue  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  entrepreneur 
route,  which  was  adopted  before 
the  authority’s  recent  decision. 

The  entrepreneur  route  lets 
formers  lease  land  from  the  au- 
- thority  for  construction  purposes 
of  sell  their  building  rights  on  the 
land  to.  private  investors, 

“It  can't  be  that  the  farmers 
who  cultivated  and  nourished  the 
land  for  years  win  be  deprived  be- 


cause of  the  authority's  adminis- 
trative decisions,”  Daljo  said. 

He  said  most  settlement  repre- 
sentatives favor  limiting  the  num- 
ber of  plots  reallocated  for  build- 
ing. This  is  in  response  to 
authority  fears  that  unregulated 
reallocation  of  agriculture  fond  for 
building  will  harm  the  character  of 
settlements  and  eliminate  green- 
belted  areas  near  heavily-populat- 
ed sections  of  the  country. 

“Correct  and  suitable  planning 
under  previous  authority  decisions 
will  maintain  a country-like  com- 
munity and  the  moshavim's  and 
settlements'  fanning  nature,” 
Daljo  added. 

In  June,  the  union  will  discuss 
the  issue  with  President  Ezer 
Weizman,  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin,  Agriculture  Minister  Ya’a- 
cov  Tsur  and  manager  of  the  Israel 
Land  Development  Authority. 


EVELYN  GORDON 


THE  Tel  Aviv  municipality  has 
the  right  to  turn  the  southern  part 
of  the  Carmel  Market  into  a resi- 
dential area,  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  ruled  yesterday. 

The  Association  of  Carmel 
Market  Merchants  and  78  individ- 
ual merchants  had  petitioned  the 
court  against  the  municipality’s 
plans,  claiming  the  city  promised 
them  use  of  the  area  in  the  1960s, 
and  it  had  no  right  to  renege  on 
this  promise. 

The  city  rejected  the  claim,  say- 
ing most  of  the  petitioners  had  in 
fact  come  to  the  market  only  re- 
cently, and  were  operating  illegal- 
ly, without  proper  business  li- 
censes or  building  permits. 

“The  petitioners  did  not  present 
even  a smidgeon  of  evidence  to 
support  the  existence  of  the  rights 


they  claim,”  Justices  Gavriel 
Bach,  Zvi  Tal  and  Mishael  Che- 
shin  wrote  in  their  verdict.  “Fur- 
thermore, the  claims  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  brought  to  the 
market  [by  the  city]  relate  to 
only  nine  of  the  78  petition- 
ers, and  even  these  weren’t  sup- 
ported by  any  documentary 
evidence.” 

The  justices  also  rejected  the 
claim  that  the  petitioners  had  not 
been  allowed  to  present  their  ar- 
guments to  the  municipality,  not- 
ing they  had  been  invited  to  a city 
council  meeting  discussing  the 
plan. 

But  in  any  case,  the  justices 
concluded,  the  proper  place  for 
the  petitioners’  claims  to  be  heard 
was  not  the  High  Court  but  the 
district  court. 


Tadiran’s  first  quarter  profits  fall  by  55% 


)) j ISRAEL  DISCOUNT  DANK 


TADIRAN  reported  a 55  percent 
fall  in  profits  for  this  year’s  first 
quarter  after  a change  in  account- 
ing methods. 

Net  profits  for  the  period  were 
$12.5  million,  compared  with 
$27.9m.  during  the  same  quarter 
last  year. 

The  company  reported  au  8% 
drop  in  revenues  to  $202. 5m., 
compared  with  $220-5m.  in  1993. 
• InterPharm  reported  first  quar- 
ter net  profits  of  $787,000  com- 
pared with  Sl.lm.  during  the  same 
quarter  last  year. 

Revenues  for  the  biotechnology 


COMPANY  RESULTS 
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company  were  $13. 4m.,  5.9% 
higher  than  the  $12.6m.  in  1993. 

• EdnSofl  announced  a 200% 
rise  in  first  quarter  net  profits  to 
$151,000,  compared,  with  $50,000 
in  the  same  period  last  year.  Reve- 
nues for  the  educational  software 
house  rose  63%  to  SI. 9m.,  com- 
pared with  Sl.lSm.  in  1993. 

• Delek  announced  first  quarter 
net  profits  of  NIS  15.3m.,  22% 


rise  compared  with  the 
NIS  I2.5m.  figure  reported  in  the 
same  quarter  last  year. 

Revenues  for  the  oil  company 
were  13%  higher  at  NIS  683.8m., 
compared  with  NIS  603m.  in  the 
same  period  in  1993- 

• Granit  HaCarmel  reported 
first  quarter  net  profits  of 
NIS  10.5m.,  compared  with  NIS 
16.9m.  for  the  same  quarter  last 
year. 

The  fuel  company  had  revenues  of 
NIS  393.7m.,  compared  with 
NIS  480m.  in  the  first  quarter  of 
1993. 


Jerusalem  Post  Staff 

decrease  in  the  number  of  those 
unemployed  for  six  days  or  more 
during  the  month.  This  figure 
amounted  to  70,400  in  April,  com- 
pared with  74,300  the  previous 
month. 

The  ratio  of  those  out  of  work 
for  six  days  or  more  among  all 
unemployed  fell  from  82%  in 
March  to  75.6%  in  April,  the  min- 
istry announced. 

There  was  also  a drop  in  the 
number  of  applicants  for  income 
supplements  - those  who  repre- 
sent the  hard-core  unemployed  - 
from  27.100  in  March  to  26.500  in 
April;  a drop  of  2.1%. 

The  percentage  of  women 
among  job  seekers  increased  from 
54.5%  in  March  to  557%  last 
month. 

There  was  no  significant  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  men  sign- 


ing up  at  the  Employment  Service 
but  the  number  of  women  rose 
from  49.500  in  March  to  51.800 
last  month. 

There  was  no  significant  change 
in  the  age  distribution  among  job 
seekers:  under  35-year-old  males 
comprised  42%  of  the  total  male 
number  of  job  seekers  while  fe- 
male job  seekers  under  35  com- 
prised 52.5%  of  the  total  number 
of  women  job  seekers. 

Sderot  in  the  Negev  has  the 
highest  percentage  of  job  seekers 
among  the  civilian  workforce, 
with  an  unemployment  rate  of 
13.3%. 

Rahat  follows  with  12.5%  un- 
employment. Bakara  12.3%,  Ofa- 
kim  12.3%.  Kiryat  Gat  12.1%,  Or 
Akiva  12%.  Mitzpe  Ramon 
10.8%.  Shlomi  10.3%.  Ma'alot 
10.3%.  Yeroham  9.8%,  Kabul 
9.4%,  Kiryat  Malahi  9.1%, 
Upper  Yokne'am  9.1%  and  Acre 
9%. 


BUSINESS  BRIEFS 


Etz  Annooim,  a subsidiary  of  S.K.L.  Tower,  has  purchased  76 
percent  of  Pinsko's  equity.  Pinsko  imports  furniture,  mainly  from 
Finland.  According  to  the  agreement.  Etz  Armonim  will  inject 
$300,000  into  Pinsko.  The  rest  of  Pinsko's  shares  are  held  by 
Gideon  Nemes. 

Barbara  Wolf,  the  cosmetics  manufacturer,  announced  ft  is 
establishing  a new  plant  at  an  investment  of  $2  million  to  be 
located  in  Or  Akiva’s  new  industrial  zone. 

Ace  Israel,  local  franchise  owners  of  the  US-based  do-it- 
yourself  giant  Ace  Hardware,  announced  it  will  open  a second 
local  store  m Haifa  in  September  at  an  investment  of  NIS  2m. 

The  company  is  owned  by  Dovrat  Shrem,  the  Hagai  Group 
and  businessman  Anion  Gimpel.  Ace  Israel  intends  to  open  a 
third  store  by  year's  end. 

Kivun,  IMR  sign  pad:  Windows  software  developer  Kivun 
Computers  and  EMR,  a US-based  investment  fund,  have  signed  a 
multi-million  dollar  agreement.  IMR  is  headed  by  financier 
Irwin  Jacobs  and  has  S500m.  in  available  capital.  The  company 
has  made  past  investments  in  companies  such  as  Ministar, 

Bekins  Moving  and  Storage,  AMFand  CVM. 

‘Kessar  railway'  proposal  to  be  presented  today:  Transport 
Minister  Yisrael  Kessar  is  to  present  plans  for  an  inter-urban 
railway  in  the  country's  center  to  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
and  Finance  Minister  Avraham  Shohat  today. 

The  "Kessar  Railway”  will  connect  Tel  Aviv  to  Nctanya, 
Herzliya,  Petah  Tikva,  Kfar  Sava,  Lod,  Rehovot,  Rishon  Lezion. 
Modi’in  and  Ben-Gurion  Airport.  The  Israel  Ports  Authority 
has  estimated  NIS  3 billion  in  costs  for  the  railway,  which  will  be 
divided  between  the  authority  and  the  government. 

Oppenbdmer  is  in  the  final  stages  of  negotiations  with  US 
chocolate  maker  Hershey  to  sell  its  products  locally. 
Oppenheimer  forecasts  $lm.  in  annual  sales  of  Hershey 
products. 

The  High  Court  of  Justice  yesterday  gave  the  Housing  Ministry 
60  days  to  explain  its  refusal  to  remove  rent  controls  for  eight 
types  of  businesses.  The  petition  was  brought  by  the 
Homeowners’  Association,  which  charged  that  since  these 
sectors  are,  on  average,  as  profitable  or  more  so  than  those 
already  forbidden  to  benefit  from  rent  control,  they  should  be 
similarly  forbidden. 


‘State  shouldn’t  be  underwriter 
in  every  area  of  authority’ 

THE  Supreme  Coun  has  derided  that  the  State  should  not  be  consid- 
ered the  insurance  underwriter  in  every  area  in  which  it  exercises 
supervisory  authority. 

In  an  opinion  handed  down  yesterday.  Court  President  Meir  Shamgar 
and  Justices  Theodore  Orr  and  Yitzhak  Zamir  overturned  a Tel  Aviv 
District  Court  decision  ordering  the  government  to  pay  damages  to 
traffic  accident  victims  whose  insurance  company  had  gone  bankrupt. 

The  court  ruled  that  the  victims'  contention  that  the  State  should 
compensate  them  because  of  the  failure  of  the  Treasury’s  insurance 
commissioner  to  withdraw  the  company's  license  or  to  advise  its  policy- 
holders of  its  financial  plight  and  its  inability  to  meet  its  obligations. 

At  the  same  time,  the  coun  ruled  that  a solution  to  the  victims’ 
immediate  problem,  in  this  case,  could  be  found  through  Kranit,  which 
serves  as  an  underwriter  to  insurance  companies  unable  to  meet  their 
obligations. 

This  solution  was  apparently  not  suggested  immediately  because  the 
company  was  established  when  the  Recompense  to  Accident  Victims 
Law  was  passed  only  a few  months  after  the  accident  in  question.  (Itim) 


Patah  (foreign  currency  deposit  rates}  (17.5.94) 

Cawraacy  (deposit  for:)  3 MONTHS  « MONTHS  12  MOUTHS 

US.  dollar  (S250JJ00)  *•«* 

Pound  sterling  < Cl 00.000)  3.5M 

Gorman  mark  (DM  200,0001  4.125 

Swiss  franc  1SF  mOOQI  Z-f  re 

Yen  (10  mabon  ywi)  0i50° 

{Rates  vary  higher  or  lower  than  IrxScaied  according  to  deposit) 


4375 

3-750 

4400 

2.875 

0.625 


5300 

4.125 

4.000 

2375 

0375 


Shekel  Foreign  Exchange  Rates*  (17.5.94  } 


Currency  basket 
U.S.  dollar 
Goman  murk 
Pound  starting 
french  Irene 
Japanese  yen  (1001 
Dutch  florin 
Swiss  franc 
Swedish  krone 
Norwegian  krona 
Danish  krone 
Finnish  mart; 
Canadian  dollar 
Australian  dollar 
S.  African  rand 
Belgian  franc  (101 
Austrian  schilling  MO) 
Kalian  lira  (1000) 
Jordanian  <fi nar 
Egyptian  pound 
ECU 

Irish  punt 

Spanish  peseta  (100) 


CHECKS  AND 
TRANSFBtS 

BANKNOTES 

flap. 

Rates'* 

Bay 

Sell 

Buy 

SaB 

32370 

02820 

— 

— 

35589 

23871 

10292 

233 

337 

33090 

1.7889 

13120 

1.75 

134 

13002 

4.4907 

4.5580 

4.40 

431 

45218 

03218 

03290 

050 

054 

05250 

23489 

23891 

2.79 

233 

23752 

1.5933 

1S157 

(56 

1.64 

1 5012 

2.1234 

23S 

2.15 

2.1111 

03844 

03899 

058 

030 

03866 

04123 

0.41B1 

0.40 

032 

03153 

04569 

0.4633 

0.45 

037 

03600 

0-5487 

05563 

054 

056 

05518 

2.1682 

2.1987 

2.13 

253 

Z184S 

. 2.1764 

23071 

2.12 

253 

2.1823 

03172 

03287 

0.47 

051 

03234 

03G81 

03803 

03S 

039 

03744 

23410 

25774 

2.48 

231 

2.5595 

1.8843 

13905 

132 

133 

1.8721 

mm 

4.13 

458 

4J276 

_ 

— 

036 

031 

03403 

3.4488 

3.4354 

— 

— 

33701 

43851 

4-4469 

438 

456 

43127 

2.1691 

2.1895 

2.10 

254 

2-1736 

1 rates  vary  according  to  hank.  ** 

Bank  at  Israel. 

SOURCE:  BAHK  IBM 
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'Key  Representative  Rates 


Chanw 

US  dollar  . 

,..N|S  3.0090 

Sterling  .... 

...NIS  4.5218  * 0.52% 

Mark  

...NIS  1.8002  -0.43% 

New  York  market  indexes 


lot 

Chang* 

.1  raj  si 

-«9  Ji 

U Tmrapon 

15SJ5 

.1081 

UUk  . . _ 

. 18053 

-238 

Hi  Ccrep  — 

1290  51 

*14  31 

NYSE  hnJuBlr 

30S9 

t£45 

NYSE  Tmmpart 

23663 

-1  67 

NYSE  Comp  . 

. 246  13 

-2» 

NASDAOmamr  - - 

..  i,M  ■ 

NASDAQ  UUb  . . 

15331 

-0  59 

S4P  100 

. 417  B? 

-S  79 

£if>  Spm  (HW» 

**137 

-4  86 

AMEX  Comp  .... 

..  All  93 

-0J 

NYSE  Mil 

UndiangM 

Advances 

DaOnaa 

9m 

uamnuuiilM  *630  1340 

632 

Volume  ic  f»i  10003J  — . 

169441 

VOtanw  flown  ftn  ICOffi)  . .. 

..  06097 

1 f Other  stock  mai 

•Ret  inde 

■xes  | 

Last 

Orange 

FTSE  U» 

31235 

*79 

TOlU.5 

■549 

Smqnww  eawianj  moe.  _ 

. 07158 

Hcrg  Kong  Hong  Seng  tope. 

9044  7 

1 Israeli  stocks  in  NY  1 

Leal 

Change 

NYSE  / AMEX 

am  i»  Pep 

- 4*5 

■05 

. 3«5 

Bamcn . 

CamwiCore - 

Qsonl  ~ . ...  -- 

25 

-0 

Ec  unufl  . ... 

* 7S 

..  29  375 

Taoran 

. . . 1C  625 

NASDAQ;  oreMheeeuee 

5075 

OM5 

5 IS 

O 1975 

245 

*0 

SvR  Tec*  

. . 925 

M Sv* 

7375 

-0  125 

...  15  5 

■0  7S 

625 

0 125 

Eflu-SoS  __  

.-  - 9 625 

-0  125 

Eiocmc  Fool  - 

975 

*0  125 

Em  

14  7S 

025 

. ... 

. . . . 305 

OL5 

..  14® 

075 

. 19375 

O062S 

U S ySraro  

. _ . B2S 

035 

Cam  _ ... 

...  85 

*025 

tSG  . 

3 1ZS 

03125 

Oeotak  ..  . . 

..  ~ 8375 

0-75 

Hnm  Tech  ... 

- 2.002S 

0125 

van  __ 

09375 

■0  03375 

BS . 

. . ..  7J75 

-003135 

fotantotam  . 

217J 

*0 

Mreica  

...  1 5626 

-0  03135 



, . ..  . 1 

•a  0625 

Kno.  Bona  . _.  . 

. ...  .99 

0 

Urn*  _ 

. . 775 

025 

Lenepec*  

. 85 

*025 

----  - - - 

..  . - 5875 

- ..  6 125 

*P  125 

1225 

*025 

Orootot* 

. . 8375 

0.125 

Oetrap  Teen  

a 

-025 

. -.  4 6875 

0 1875 

Rooneaaes  ...  . 

1.75 

-0  635 

Septane  

4J1B76 

*021875 

Sorar  ..  . ... 

Sataam  

. 4 625 

03125 

TAT.  TechnDl  . _ . 

- 325 

025 

Tetodaa  

14 

*o 

Tefogrepta 

03 

Twin _ . 

. 33825 

T1A3 

MS 

*0 

(M  Ming*  am 

dodng  giiuleel 

SonoeComoStock  Trading  U*L  (Tata  TT-MA  Y-W) 


ollar  crosst 

ates  (U 

S)  1 

Leal 

Orange 

. 15031 

OOCttl 

Junkiture  (ChlBj 

l 5014 

00004 

Jim-hauie  (CUE) 

_ 05969 

-OXOQ2 

. I4»11 

OMB9 

JttoJuare  (CME1 

. OWD 

. 1045 

Oil 

Junhitltoi  |CMEj  Q 009577 

*1  Ee-O05 

..  13765 

-OWl 

Juntatum  (CUEl 

. 0.7256 

00008 

apffli  ...  0 <377 

. 07301 

-new* 

. - 5737 

0 000 

. 1600 

_ 15755 

...  11.73 

ECU; 

- 1.1548 

105  125 

Sand  P 

fun™  

_.  490  6 

Libor  rates 


Leal  Chang* 
Dd**>  3 months  . « 4.KIT5  D 

Ootar  E monlha MJS  0 

Dtdar  13  mtwns 5 W75  t> 

santig  amwwo  - - - s.iErs  0 

~lrafn[l  6 mcrtha .. ..5375  0 

Swung  13  monao ‘Sirs  0 

S-frarc  Jmnnm*  . — - * -o 

Mmc  B ire*ra - * o 

SJranc  12  monm* • 0 

Omar*  3 month*  --  . . 5 US  0 

D-raart  6 ntrtw 5 r 

DM  12  "Or**  --  - - S 0 

Ym  3 north*  . . 3.18,5  0 

van  6 months  - - 2-3125  0 

Van  12  monm  _ . 8-»75  0 

(Sac*  name  Bating*  am  from  4ppntaftnaM)r 
XUO  laiaat  Ultra.  AB  Btharm  am  doting  quota*.) 

Source:  ConwrStoc*  TraOnq  Utt  iO»»  f7 JtAY^a) 


> reign  financial  data  courtesy  of 

SommStock  Trading  Ltd. 

mm  Futures,  Options, 

flft  Stocks.  Bonds 

and  Mutual  Funds 
34  Ben  Yehuda  St.. 
Jerusalem. 

Tel.  02-244963.  03-5758826 
Fax.  02-244876 


Data  communications 
and  hardware  maintenance  by 

ABA  Computer  Systems  Ltd. 

Tel.  02-611421.  660002 


US  commodities 


Cocoa  Uufl  (CEO 
CoUWUJuO  [CECJ 
Sugai  nd  11  UuJ  I I'je C1 
HUMS  iJlfl  ICBOT1 
icHManuuixaon 
Orange  pacn  <WtiC|Ci 
CiudeoJ  bgM  IJuIBCec.i 


IM 

larr 

1M85 

\:tP 

JM 

«05 

17-2* 
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■a 

■72 

♦on 

■05 

-o 
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London  commodities . 


L»W 

Change 

Cocoa  ijuii  ilcei 

COMM  UtX?  tUXl 
vnvut  uunNLSE)  _ 

Bwc  ouJn  o i (JenctTi 

947 

21-0 

■!39 

1MC 

■5 
-23 
• IB 

-r* 

| Spot  market  metals  (US)  I 

LAB 

Change 

Ockt.  W 

SJ»re-  apor 

3813 

552 

•i  85 
008 

\ New  York  metal  futures  8 

bus 

Change 

Oou  uunj 
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Ptattore  pul) 

FUatSum  MOO.) 

KgtFgrada  6000*7 
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SJW 

3994 

13825 

10405 

-r.r 

O.QS5 
■8  1 
07 

•oescs 

[ London  metai  Trxes  1 

LeM 

Orange 

Grt;  AM  In 

Gw:  PM  It. 

SMta 

PMmum  PM  U 

Month  In  parerdhaMe  algn 

BUI 

3KB 

M 
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■to  conti  rad  ej 

*'  J 
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,13  7 
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ip-Mr 

tSpMI  _ 

1340  breel  ton*-  BO  rthan  an  analog  quoimj 
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Mufti-sided  trading 


Commercial 

Banks. 

Name  Pht»\thg 
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-IS 
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General  nan 
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J KmVIl 
JlemSnk 


M1«  -ID 
4230  -IJ 
as no  -3J 
13350  95 
HO  -5.1 
457  -04 


LeumHBfl  113542  10 

Mnhkjn 


Ms.**anC 

MutoV 

Write!* 

Tetahofl 


131.00 
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Industrials 
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Market  falls 

on  CPI  rise 

TEL  AVIVSTOCKMARKET 

ANDRE  LUMBBOSO 
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THE  market  reacted  to  the  2 per- 
cent rise  in  April’s  Consumer  Price 
Index  with  sharp  declines.  All 
markets  declined  by  about  2.4%. 
This  was,  after  all,  just  another 
routine  day  - the  Two-Sided  mar- 
ket has  declined  by  9%  oveT  the 
last  10  days.  Total  turnover  was 
low  at  NTS  182  million. 

News  of  the  rise  in  inflation  was 
seen  as  a harbinger  of  more  bad 
news.  The  2%  figure  could  not  be 
attributed  to  housing  prices  alone, 
as  has  been  done  often  in  the  past.- 
Even  eliminating  their  influence, 
the  CPI  would  still  have  risen  by  a 
relatively  high  13%. 

The  high  CPI  reflects  essentially 
the  resurgence  of  inflationary 
forces  here,  even  though  inflation 
was  already  quite  high  by  interna- 
tional standards.  It  reinforces  oth- 
er data  which  has  been  forthcom- 
ing in  recent  weeks:  the  sharp  rise 
in  the  index  of  leading  economic 
indicators  for  the  first  quarter  and 
the  jump  in  government  revenue, 
indicating  a high  level  of  economic 
activity.  Bearing  in  mind  that  the 
economy  has  been  going  at  full 
speed  for  more  than  two  years,  it 
was  not  that  surprising. 

The  immediate  implication  of 
the  CPI,  and  this  was  felt  yester- 
day on  the  market,  is  that  a further 


Karam  Index 

rise  in  interest  rates  is  likely 

aJfor  most  of  the  trading  day* 
thp  Two-Sided  market,  it  siav 
at  0 2%°in  the  first  half-hour,  then 
stabilized  at  0.6%  for 

trading  day  . Only  towa^foe  e^ 

of  the  trading  could  one  wimc» 
wholesale  unloading  off 
by  portfolio  managers-  In  many 
ciesT  securities  traded  on  the 
Two-Sided  closed  at  a lower  level 
than  on  the  Meretz  marker. 

There  were  only  three  secunU^ 
which  rose  in  price  on  the  Two- 
Sided  market.  Among  the  sharp 
declines.  Petrochemicals  down 

10%  (down  8-4%  on  the: Meretz), 
Adacocn  down  10%.  Meir  Ena 
down  6%  (do- 3-!%  on  the  Me - 
etz),  Isramco  down  8.7%  (4-8%)- 

Among  the  blue  chips.  Bezek 
dropped  2%,  Koor  2.5%,  Dis- 
count Investment  down  l.bvo, 
ILDC  down  4.5%,  Elbit  down 
3.2% . Osero  and  Israel  Chemicals 
down  3-5%. 

The  high  CPI  was  also  felt  on 
the  bond  market.  There  was  a sur- 
plus . demand  of  close  io 
NTS  200m.,  particularly  those  with 
a year  or  less  to  maturity.  Treasury 
bills  declined  moderately  in  antici- 
pation of  rises  in  interest  rates. 
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LONDON  (Reuter)  - The  FTSE 
100  ended  7.9  points  up  at  3,123.5. 
alongside  FTSE  futures,  buoyed 
by  gains  on  the  Dow  and  US  Trea- 
sury bonds  ahead  of  the  outcome 
of  today's  Federal  Open  Market 
Committee  (FOMC)  meeting  on 
US  interest  rates. 

Dealers  said  the  firmer  tone  in 
US  markets  indicated  bullish  ex- 
pectations on  the  FOMC  meeting: 
Many  in  the  market  expect  a 50 
basis  point  rise  in  US  rates  but 
some  suggested  that  a lesser  rise 
may  satisfy  the  market.  i 

“People  are  hoping  to  get  a 16- 
point  rise  but'  if  its'  a'  ^3-point 
backed  up  by  a credible  (FOMC) 
statement  it  could  still  allow  the 
markets  to  advance,"  one  senior 
trader  said. 

Another  dealer  added:  “A  50 
basis  point  rise  would  show  the 
Fed  means  to  stop  (US  economic) 
growth  roaring  away  and  ease 
fears  over  inflation.” 

FRANKFURT  - German  share 
prices  closed  yesterday's  bourse 
session  lower,  as  investors  held  off 
waiting  for  a widely-expected  rise 
in  US  interest  rates. 

The  DAX  index  lost  0.50  per- 
cent to  dose  at  2,259.71  but  recov- 
ered some  of  tins  ground  in  post- 
bourse trade.  The  after-hours 
IBIS  DAX  index  rose  to  2,268.11. 

Dealers  said  the  bourse  would 
not  establish  a dear  trend  until 
after  news  emerged  on  US  interest 
rates  from  a meeting  of  the  Feder- 
al Open  Market  Committee  later 
yesterday. 

The  otherwise  quiet  bourse 
mood  was  soured  by  Deutsche 
Bank  dropping  10.00  marks  to 
close  at  781.50  following  news  that 
the  Schneider  property  group 
debts  were  higher  than  expected. 


Also,  Lufthansa  continued  to 
slide,  hit  by  adverse  reaction  to  its 
capital  increase  plans  announced 
yesterday.  The  airline  ended  11.30 
marks  lower  at  190.20. 

The  pre-bourse  stars  Mannes- 
man and  Volkswagen  held  onto 
early  gains  to  close  6.60  marks  and 
3.20  marks  higher  at  477.30  and 
528.70  respectively. 

Mannesmann  continues  to  ben- 
efit from  the  outlook  for  its  tele- 
com division,  while  Volkswagen 
was  propped  by  short-covering, 
dealers  said. 

Daimler-Benz  unit  AEG  ended 
0i20  <madc  higher - at  190.20  on 
speculation  of  a favorable  compa- 
ny announcement  at  tomorrow's 
Daimler  annual  general  meeting, 
dealers  said. 

PARIS  - French  shares  ended  a 
lackluster  day  higher,  following  a 
late  flurry  on  the  futures  market 
which  reflected  a strong  Dow 
Jones  Industrial  Index  on  Wall 
Street  and  higher  Treasury  bonds. 
The  CAC-40  index  closes  up  7.47, 
or  0.34%,  at  2,195.17. 

TOKYO  - Tokyo  stocks  ended 
slightly  Iowct  yesterday  amid  thin 
trade  as  investors  awaited  the  out- 
come of  the  Federal  Open  Market 
Committee  meeting  later  today, 
brokers  said.  An  absence  of  for- 
eign investors  also  curbed  domes- 
tic players’  activity,  they  said. 

“The  Nikkei  can  go  nowhere  as 
selling  pressure  at  20,400  and 
above  is  strong,  while  there  are 
large  buy  orders  below  20,000," 
said  Michio  Sugita,  head  of  stock 
trading  at  Deutsche  Bank  Capital 
Markets  (ASIA). 

The  225-share  Nikkei  average 
ended  the  session  down  54.91 
points  or  0.27%,  at  20,133.53. 


Dow  soars  on 
Fed  announcement 

WALL  STREET  REPORT 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  — Stocks 
rocketed  higher  yesterday, 
launched  by  news  that  federal 
monetary  policy-makers  moved  to 
keep  inflation  at  bay  and  the  eco- 
nomic expansion  intact  by  boost- 
ing key  interest  rates. 

Bine  chip  stocks  soared  while 
tire  broader  market  posted  solid 
gams  in  brisk  trading  following 
word  that  the  Federal  Reserve  in- 
creased the  discount  rate  for  the 
first  time  in  more  than  five  years. 

The  Dow  Jones  average  of  30 
industrials,  which  was  up  about  12 
points  in  mid-afternoon  before  the 
central  bank  disclosed  its  decision, 
singed  49.11  to  dose  at  3,720.61. 

The  rate  hike  also  helped  the 
broader  market  and  somewhat  off- 
set weakness  among  smaller  stocks 
that  were  weighed  down  by  sliding 
share  prices  of  computer  and  relat- 
ed issues. 


The  announcement  from  the 
central  bank  put  to  rest  specula- 
tion about  the  scope  of  the  Fed’s 
widely  antidpated  move  on  rates 
Stock  and  bond  traders  had  been 
bracing  for  the  news  as  the  oolicv- 
settmg  Federal  Open  Market 
Committee  met  in  Washington 

h,  enthusiastical- 

ly greeted  the  rate  hikes  by  bid- 

dmg  price  of  the  key  30- 
year  US  Treasury  issue,  which 
spurted  nearly  SZO  ^r  $1,000  face 

vame.  The  bond’s  price  iumn 
drove  down  its  yield  to  7.28  per- 

3ay’S  lale  level  of 

•wi;  rates  typically 

expectations^  fu- 
diminish 

markets  believe  hiof ten™®'  1116 
help  rather 

mY  ««  a>e  long  mB°~ 


HARK 

STERLING 

li 

E_. 

RFr 


HARK 

STERLMQ 

YEN 

Sfr 

— ' . 

oJBrrm 

0-85(»06 

2D1Z7737 

1DB63A5 

0UB3S6MB8 

157DSQ0 

2-1361*6 

1-3SS&11 

1.17S3W 

0AS7BA1 

73DCWS 

DD915P1S 

0.1  isans? 

1BDV28 

p«e*a#w 

RFr 

3- 42atvas 

*6083® 

&47BQttO 

4- 0284/3S 


The  Jerusalem  Post  Wednesday,  May  18,  1994 


BUSINESS  & FINANCE 


trims  loss  to 
£2.05  billion 


Federal  Reserve  raises  key  interest  rates 


LONDON  (Reuter)  - The  300- 
year-old  Lloyd's  of  London  insur- 
ance market  yesterday  said  losses 
for  its  1991  year  fell  to  £2.05 
trillion. 

This  takes  the  total  of  losses 
suffered  by  the  market’s  30,000  or 
So  traditional  individual  backers, 
known  as  Names,  to  £7.5  b.  in  the 
last  four  years. 

Lloyd's,  which  reports  results 
three  years  in  arreajs,  said  the 
1992  deficit1  excluded  for  the  first 
time  £533m.  of  so-called  double 
counting;  which  occurs  when  a 
policy  is  reinsured  within  the 
market. 

Including  this  figure,  the  1991 
Toss  was  £2-58b.,  compared  with 
the  previous  year’s  record  £2.9b. 
loss. 

■ The  main  causes  of  the  deficits 
were  an  unprecedented  series  of 
catastrophes  in.  the  late  1980s  and 
liability  claims  for  damage  and  ill- 
ness resulting  from  pollution  and 
asbestos  problems  in  the  US. 

Almost  half  the  1991  loss  was  in 
the  form  of  reserves  to  guard 
against  claims  still  filtering 
through  from  old  policies. 

Lloyd's  said  two-thirds  of  this 
strengthening  of  reserves  was  for 
so-called  US  “long-tail  business.” 
such  as  asbestos  and  pollution, 
from  policies  written  many  years 
ago. 

“Lloyd's  is  - we  believe  - far 
better  reserved  than  the  large  ma- 
jority of  our  competitors.  It  is  our 
intention  to  ensure  that  Lloyd’s 
remains  properly  reserved,” 
chairman  David  Rowland  said  in  a 


statement. 

Although  1991  was  a difficult 
year  for  most  insurers,  he  said  the 
■ outlook  for  Lloyd’s  is  improving, 
with  the  prospect  of  a substantial 
profit  for  the  1993  year. 

The  pure  loss  for  the  latest  year 
- which  excludes  losses  filtering 
through  from  previous  years  - fell 
to  £615m.  from  £937.4m. 

Rowland  said  reforms  pushed 
through  in  the  last  year  had  result- 
ed m a “much  leaner,  fitter  gener- 
- ation  of  surviving  underwriters.” 

The  number  of  Lloyd’s  insur- 
ance syndicates  has  halved  since 
1991  to  around  170,  with  almost 
two-thirds  of  1994  business  in  the 
hands  of  syndicates  which  were 
profitable  in  1991. 

This  will  be  of  little  comfort  to 
the  thousands  of  Names  who  have 
been  forced  to  cease  underwriting 
because  of  existing  losses,  but  who 
remain  liable  for  losses  from  the 
past.  ‘ . - 

Many  have  taken  legal  action, 
alleging  negligence  against  their 
Lloyd's  agents,  as  the  only  way  to 
recoup  some  losses. 

One  Names  body,  the  Society  of 
Names,  said  many  of  the  market's 
backers,  who  have  unlimited  li- 
ability for  losses,  are  unlikely  to 
survive  the  latest  losses. 

“For  the  fourth  year  running. 
Society  of  Names  members  have 
been  hammered.  The  sums  now 
needed  are  usually  only  obtained 
with  a mask,  a gun,  and  a getaway 
car,”  it  said  in  a statement. 


WASHINGTON  (AP)  - The  Fed- 
eral Reserve  increased  two  key 
interest  rates  yesterday,  sending  a 
dramatic  signal  it  was  determined 
to  head  off  any  inflationary  spiral. 

In  a brief  announcement,  the 
central  bank  said  it  is  increasing  its 
discount  rate,  the  interest  it 
charges  for  direct  loans  to  banks, 
from'  3 percent  to  3.5  percent.  It 
marked  the  first  increase  in  this 
key  rate  in  five  years. 

In  addition,  the  central  bank 
moved  to  boost  the  federal  funds 
rate  by  one-half  point  as  well, 
sending  the  target  for  overnight 
loans  between  commercial  banks, 
from  3.75  percent  to  4.25  percent. 

Both  actions  were  expected  to 
drive  up  borrowing  costs  for  mil- 
lions of  Americans  for  everything 
from  home  mortgages  and  auto 
loans  to  short-term  business  loans. 

Unlike  previous  interest  rate 


spikes  this  year,  the  financial  mar- 
kets initially  greeted  yesterday's 
news  positively.  The  price  of  the 
US  Treasury's  30-year  bond 
jumped  more  than  S10  for  every 
SI, 000  invested  and  its  yield 
dropped  below  7.35  percent,  from 
7.44  percent  Monday. 

The  Dow  Jones  average  of  30 
industrial  stocks  jumped  more 
than  30  points. 

Many  economists  were  predict- 
ing that  banks  would  waste  no 
time  increasing  their  prime  lend- 
ing rate.  This  benchmark  for  many 
business  and  consumer  loans  has 
already  been  hiked  twice  this  year. 

The  Fed’s  decisions,  which  had 
been  widely  expected,  were  an- 
nounced in  a brief  statement  is- 
sued at  the  end  of  a closed-door 
meeting  of  the  Federal  Open  Mar- 
ket Committee,  the  policy  group 
composed  of  Fed  board  members 


in  Washington  and  Fed  regional 
bank  presidents. 

“The  Federal  Reserve  today  an- 
nounced two  actions  designed  to 
maintain  favorable  trends  in  infla- 
tion and  thereby  sustain  the  eco- 
nomic expansion,”  the  Fed  said  in 
announcing  the  rate  hikes. 

Before  the  announcement. 
President  Clinton  sought  to  mini- 
mize the  impact  any  further  Fed 
credit  tightening  would  have  on 
the  economy. 

“1  have  every  confidence  that 
we're  still  going  to  have  another 
good  year  this  year  and  that  we 
will  be  able  to  offset  any  modest 
increase  in  interest  rates  with  in- 
creased growth."  the  president 
told  reporters  at  a morning  photo 
session. 

Yesterday's  action  marked  the 
first  boost  in  the  Fed's  discount 
rate  since  Feb.  24,  1989,  when  it 


was  raised  from  6.5  to  7 percent. 
Before  yesterday,  the  Fed  had 
lowered  the  rate  seven  times  - be- 
ginning in  December  1990  and 
ending  in  July  1992  - as  it  strug- 
gled to  combat  a recession  and 
extremely  sluggish  growth. 

In  addition  to  raising  the  dis- 
count rate.  Fed  officials  said  an- 
other section  of  the  statement  was 
meant  to  signal  that  the  centra! 
bank  was  raising  its  target  for  the 
funds  rate,  the  interest  that  banks 
charge  each  other,  by  one-half 
percentage  point  os  weil. 

This  marked  a departure  from 
the  smaller  quarter-point  rate 
hikes  that  the  Fed  has  made  earli- 
er this  year. 

The  federal  funds  rate  had  been 
3 percent  in  February  and  stood  at 
3.75  percent  before  yesterday's 
move.  The  prior  moves,  each  a 
quarter  percentage  point,  were  on 


Hewlett-Packard  earnings 
rise  on  PC,  printer  sales 
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PALO  ALTO,  California  (Reu- 
ter) - Hewlett-Packard  Co.,  the 
giant  computer  and  office  equip- 
ment maker,  yesterday  reported 
higher  earnings  for  the  fiscal  sec- 
ond quarter,  aided  by  strong  de- 
mand ' for  personal  computers 
and  growth  in  DeskJet  printers. 
’ It  said  orders  grew  19  percent 
overall  in  its  second  quarter, 
ended"  April  30,  with  particular 
strength  in  the  Vectra  VL  series 
of  personal  computers  and  strong 
orders  for  its  new  printers  intro- 
duced iqjtfarch, . ..  . ; . . , „ " 

m Hewlett-Packarti  said  -second* 
quarter  earnings  rose- to  $408 
million  on  revenues  of  $6.2b.  A 
year  earlier  it  earned  $347m.  on 
revenues  of  $5.1b. 

Order  growth  for  the  older  La- 
serJet printers  was  modest  in  line 


with  ejqpedations,  it  said. 

Orders  for  UNIX-based  sys- 
tems and  servers  continued  to 
grow,  but  total  work  station  or- 
ders declined,  the,  company 
said.  " 

Hewlett-Packard  said  demand 
for  consulting  services  and  for  its 
software  for  network  manage- 
ment was  strong.  Test  and  mea- 
surement orders  rose  16%  and 
orders  for  communications  and 
PC  board  test  equipment  also 
rose.  . ’.  •-  . •. •? 

riewl^-Packar4,;rtwhich  ^ 
makes  electronic  instruments 
and  systems  for  measurement, 
analysis,  and  computation,  said 
earnings  for  the  six  months  rose 
to  $776m.  on  revenues  of  $11. 9b. 
A.  year  earlier,  earnings  were 
$60&n.  on  revenues  of  $9.7b. 


Three  members  of  a cleaning  crew  leave  the  empty  check-in  points  at  Orly  Airport,  Paris,  after  the  French  domestic  carrier 
Air  Inter  called  a 24-hour  strike.  (ap> 

; US  housing  starts  fell  2.5%  in  April 


WORLD  BRIEFS 


Greece  defends  currency:  Interbank  interest  rates  were  quoted  as 
high  as  200  percent  on  Tuesday  as  Greece  defended  its  drachma 
currency  on  the  second  trading  day  after  tiffing  all  foreign  ex- 
change restrictions. 

Bankers  warned  that  attacks  on  the  currency  would  intensify  if 
the  central  bank  allowed  interbank  rates  and  the  cost  of  borrow- 
ing to  decline.  . . . 

- “High  interest  rates  were  a deterrent  for  speculative  pres- 

sures^. but  if  they  fall  back  (below  25  percent)  pressures  will  start 
again;”  said  George  Georgion,  deputy  general  manager  at  Bayer- 
ische  Vereinsbank  in  Athens.  Reuter 

Hanson  raises  dividend  as  profit  jumps:  Hanson  Pic  announced  on 
Tuesday  a surprise  dividend  increase  and  a jump  in  first  half 
pretax,  profit  to  £683  million  after  huge  exceptional  gains  of 
£33  lm.  - 

The  Anglo-US  conglomerate  increased  the  dividend  by  53%  to 
three  pence  a share.  • 

- A year  earlier  profit  before  tax  was  £507m.  for  the  six  months  to 
end  March,  after  a £4Gm.  exceptional  gain. 

The  results  were  in  line  with  most  analysts  expectations  of 
pretax  profit  between  £685m.  and  £7 15m.,  after  around  £300in.  of 
exceptional  gains,  but  the  dividend  was  seen  fiat  at  2.8p. 

Hanson  shares  were  up  8p  to  Z71p  on  news  of  the  dividend 
increase.  Reuter 

Telefonica  signs  $2  billion  Pern  purchase:  Telefonica  de  Espana 
SA  said  yesterday  it  signed  an  agreement  to  take  a controlling 
35%  stakes  in  Peruvian  telecommunications  companies  Com- 
pania  Peruana  de  Telefonos  (CPT)  and  Entel  Peru  for-  $2.002b. 

Telefonica  chairman  Camfido  Velazquez  and  Peruvian  Presi- 
dent Alberto  Fujimori  signed  the  agreement,  which  involves 
payingS 1.392b.  to  the  Peruvian  government  and  the  reinvestment 
by  the  government  of  $610m.  in  CPT.  - Reuter 

Alfied-Lyons  boosts  profits:  British  food  and  drink  giant  Allied- 
Lyons  Pic  reported  17%  higher  full  year  profits  yesterday  and  said 
. the  year  had  started  satisfactorily  despite  stiff  competition. 

- ‘Throughout  the  financial  year  1993/94  the  world  environment 
remained  challenging,"  said  group  chairman  Michael  Jackaman. 
“However,  the  year  Slowed  good  progress ...  Our  lead  spirits  and 
retailing  businesses  increased  both  profits  and  margins.” 

Altied-Lyons,  which  published  a profit  and  dividendforecast  in 
March,  announced  that  underlying  pre-tax  profits  had  risen  to 
. £63 6m.  compared  with  £544m,  previously.  The  annual  dividend 
was  increased  by  just  over  one  penny  to.22.2p.  Reuter 

BOC  Group  half  year  profits  fall:  Industrial  gases  and  healthcare 
company  BOC  Group  Pic  yesterday  posted  a fall  in  half  year 
.profits,  but  sajd  economic  recovery  is  gathering  pace  and  supports 
growth  in  its  sales  volumes. .. 

BOC  made  a pretax  profit  of  £79. 7m.  in  the  six  months  to 
March  31  against  £182.4m.  in  the  same  period  last- year. 

But  the  figure  comes  in  at  £173.4m.  once  an  £85m.-  provision  for 
restructuring  and  £8.7m.  in  losses  on  disposals  are  added  back. 
The  company  said  its  restructuring-program  which  began  this  year 
and.is  to-exten  d over  three  years,  should  produce' savings  of  some 
£60m.  a year.  . Reuter 

Competition  puts  French  routes  at  risk:  Air  Inter,  the  French 
domestic  airline  grounded  by  a strike  yesterday,  said  it  might  be 
forced  to  close  smaller  domestic  routes  if  the  government  allowed 
foreign  competition  on  its  profitable  routes. 

.f:  “We  have  a contract  with  the  government  which  runs  until  the 
year.  2000.  Under  the  contract  we  have  a monopoly  on  some 
routes  but  in  turn  we  have  to  maintain  a number  of  small, 
unprofitable  routes,'1*  a spokesman  said.  , Reuter 


WASHINGTON  (Reuter)  - Construction 
starts  on  new  homes  and  apartment  buildings 
slipped  2.5  percent  last  month  as  building  ac- 
tivity slowed  from  a weather-related  bounce  in 
March,  the  US  government  said  yesterday. 

The  Commerce  Department  said  builders 
broke  ground  on  new  homes  at  a seasonally 
adjusted  annual  rate  of  1.46  million  units  in 
April,  down  from  a revised  1.49-million  unit 
pace  in  March.  The  department  previously  es- 
timated-1.47  million  starts  in  March. 

The  April  rate  of  housing  starts  was  roughly 
in  line  with  the  expectations  of  Wall  Street 
economists. 

In  March,  construction  starts  jumped  12.3% 
after  cold  weather  put  the  brakes  on  building 
activity  in  January  and  February. 

But  home  construction  is  expected  to  slow  in 


the  months  ahead  because  of  rising  interest 
rates,  which  make  it  more  costly  for  prospec- 
tive home  buyers  to  get  mortgages. 

The  Federal  Home  Loan  Mortgage  Corp., 
or  Freddie  Mac,  said  the  30-year  mortgage 
loan  rate  last  week  jumped  to  8.77%  from 
8.53%  a week  earlier.  It  was  the  highest  level 
in  two  years. 

Rates  had  been  as  low  as  6.82%  last  August, 
the  lowest  once  1968. 

The  National  Association  of  Home  Builders 
said  Monday  it  lowered  its  1994  housing  starts 
forecast  to  1.38  million  units  from  1.43  million 
because  of  the  higher  rates.  That  would  still  be 
an  increase  from  the  1.29  million  starts  in  1993. 

So  far  this  year,  actual  housing  starts  are 
19.4%  higher  than  they  were  during  the  first 
four  months  of  1993. 


Overall,  the  April  starts  level  was  18.4% 
above  the  seasonally  adjusted  annual  rate  of 
1.23  million  units  begun  in  April  1993. 

The  pace  of  Aprif  construction  was  mixed 
regionally.  Starts  rose  3.6%  in  the  Northeast 
and  4%  in  the  Midwest,  but  fell  4.9%  in  the 
South  and  6.8%  in  the  West. 

Applications  for  permits  to  build  new 
homes,  which  are  cited  as  an  indicator  of  future 
building  activity,  rose  4.4%  in  April  to  a 1 .38 
million  unit  annual  rate.  Permit  applications 
rose  4.9%  in  March. 

Construction  of  single-family  homes  fell 
4.4%  last  month  to  a seasonally  adjusted  annu- 
al rate  of  1.21  million  units  after  rising  12.4% 
in  March.  New  apartment  building  construc- 
tion rose  7.S%  to  a rate  of  250.000  units  after 
rising  12.1%  in  March. 


German  magnate  Schneider  has  huge  net  debts 


FRANKFURT  (Reuter)  - Fugi- 
tive German  property  magnate 
Juergen  Schneider  is  not  the  bil- 
lionaire he  claimed  to  be,  but  had 
net  liabilities  of  up  to  DM  4 bil- 
lion, the  receiver  for  his  real  estate 
group  said  yesterday. 

Receiver  "Gerhard  Walter  told  a 
meeting  of  Schneider’s  creditors 
at  the:  district  court  in  Koenig- 
stein,  the  town  near  Frankfurt 
where  Schneider’s  real  estate  em- 
pire was  based,  that  the  group  had 
net  debts  of  DM  3.5b.-DM  4b. 

He  said  the  receivers'  findings 
are  wildly  different  from  assets  of 
DM  3.5b.  calculated  by  Schneider 
and  his  auditors  at  the  end  of 
1993. 

"The  figures  produced  by 
Schneider  himself  stand  in  stark 
contrast  to  what  we  discovered,” 
he  said. 

Schneider  and  his  wife  Claudia 
were  registered  for  bankruptcy 
proceedings  last  month  after  they 
vanished,  cutting  off  hisreal  estate 
group  from  all  sources  of 
financing. 


The  entrepreneur,  once  viewed 
as  the  paradigm  of  a successful 
businessman,  is  currently  under 
investigation  for  falsification  of 
documents  and  possible  tax  eva- 
sion. A warrant  has  been  issued 
for  his  arrest,  but  he  has  not  yet 
been  traced. 

Walter  said  his  investigations 
revealed  that  Claudia  Schneider 
was  the  main  owner  of  the 
Schneider  group.  She  held  95  per- 
cent of  the  group  and  her  husband 
5%,  he  said. 

Walter  said  the  review  of 
Schneider's  financial  position 
showed  that  the  future  for  his 
property  group  would  have  been  a 
steep  slide  into  even  greater  debt. 

Walter  said  the  running  costs  of 
the  Schneider  empire  were  about 
DM  600m.  a year.  This  was  set 
against  DM  2Sm.  income  from 
rental  contracts. 

“If  that  bad  continued. 
Schneider  would  have  wiped  out 
half  a billion  marks  a year,"  he 
said.  “The  crisis  developed  years 
ago  and  could  only  be  covered  by 


more  and  more  new  debts.” 

Walter  said  the  Schneider  group 
left  bank  debts  of  DM  5b.  and 
owed  a further  DM  150m.- 
DM  200m.  to  craftsmen  and  sup- 
pliers. Set  against  this  are  proper- 
ty assets  worth  around  DM  2b.- 
DM  2.5b. 

Schneider  had  held  121  proper- 
ties in  14  German  cities,  of  which 
41  were  in  the  east  German  city  of 
Leipzig  and  24  in  Frankfurt.  Wal- 
ter said. 

Deutsche  Bank  AG, 
Schneider's  largest  creditor  with 
an  exposure  of  DM  1.2b,  came 
under  fire  at  the  meeting  for  ap- 
parently reneging  on  a commit- 
ment to  help  small  non-bank 
creditors. 

Deutsche  and  other  banks  have 
already  been  raked  over  the  coals 
by  the  German  press  for  lending 
to  Schneider  without  applying  the 
more  rigorous  checks  which  are 
commonplace  when  an  ordinary 
customer  wants  to  borrow  a rela- 
tively small  sum. 

Referring  to  Schneider's  unpaid 


bills.  Deutsche  Bank  chief  execu- 
tive Hilmar  Kopper  told  a news 
conference  in  April:  "No  crafts- 
man will  have  to  pay  for  mistakes 
made  by  us.” 

But  Manfred  Kaupa.  head  of  a 
major  building  firm,  told  the  first 
meeting  of  Schneider  creditors 
that  Deutsche  Bank  had  now  said 
it  was  not  prepared  to  cover  losses 
sustained  by  all  small  tradesmen  in 
connection  with  a Frankfurt  shop- 
ping mall. 

Kaupa  said  he  had  been  told 
that  the  assurance  that  outstand- 
ing bills  would  be  paid  was  valid 
only  for  properties  which  were  still 
being  built.  The  mall  is  already 
finished. 

A second  creditor,  represented 
by  lawyer  Ernst  Wolfgang 
Schaefer,  had  been  told  by  Deut- 
sche that  the  cover  would  also  be 
limited  for  projects  which  had  not 
yet  been  finished. 

The  second  creditor  was  owed 
DM  750.000.  Schaefer  said. 

Deutsche  was  not  immediately 
available  for  comment. 


Feb.  4.  March  22  and  April  18. 

Federal  Reserve  Chairman 
Alan  Greenspan  and  other  Fed 
officials  have  insisted  they  are  not 
trying  to  choke  off  the  economic 
expansion  with  the  rate  hikes,  but 
are  merely  pushing  interest  rates 
to  a "neutral"  level  where  they  are 
neither  spurring  growth  nor  re- 
tarding it. 

The  trouble  is  that  the  Fed  has 
been  vague  ahout  just  where  that 
neutral  territory  is.  and  many  crit- 
ics complain  that  is  why  long-term 
interest  rates  have  risen  faster 
than  short-term  rates. 

"We  feel  that  the  Fed  needs  lo 
he  much  more  definitive  and  much 
more  clear  about  what  their  pur- 
pose is  and  about  what  they're 
trying  to  accomplish."  said  Tom- 
my Thompson,  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Home 
Builders. 

Chinese 
share  issue 
flops  in 
Hong  Kong 

HONG  KONG  (Reuter)  - The  lat- 
est Chinese  state  company  to  list  on 
the  Hong  Kong  stock  market 
flopped  on  its  debut  yesterday,  sig- 
naling China  fever  may  be  a thing 
of  the  of  the  past. 

Shares  in  chemicals  group  Tian- 
jin Bohai  Chemical  Industry 
(Group)  Co.  opened  firm,  but 
promptly  fell  to  close  at  HKS1 . 10. 
almost  eight  percent  below  the  of- 
fer price  of  HKS1.20. 

The  Hang  Seng  Index  finished 
208.71  points  or  2.26%  lower  at 
9.044.70. 

‘T  think  sentiment  towards  the 
stock  is  very  negative."  said  Law- 
rence Lo,  an  analyst  at  Smith  New 
Court. 

Only  a few  months  ago  investors 
were  desperate  to  get  hold  of  any 
"H"  shares  - stock  issued  by  Chi- 
nese enterprises  for  listing  in  Hong 
Kong.  For  example,  shares  in 
Maunshan  Iron  and  Steel  Co. 
jumped  61%  on  their  Hong  Kong 
debut  last  November. 

But  a wild  bull  run  which  more 
than  doubled  the  Hang  Seng  last 
year  has  ended,  and  the  index  has 
iosr  about  27%  from  the  record  hit 
in  early  January. 

Investors  and  analysts  are  now 
tqking  a much  harder  look  ar  Chi- 
nese enterprises  fisting  in  Hong 
Kong,  worried  about  political  and 
social  stability  and  the  fact  that  the 
Beijing  authorities  have  yet  to  get 
to  grips  with  high  inflation. 

"People  have  stopped  buying  H 
shares  blindly  without  focusing  on 
the  fundamentals,  and  that  is  prob- 
ably why  we  saw  a lukewarm  re- 
sponse to  the  Bohai  issue.  You've 
got  better  buys  in  the  market  at  the 
moment."  said  another  analyst. 

Whereas  Maanshan's  Hong  Kong 
offer  was  almost  69  times  oversul> 
scribed,  a far  smaller  HK5409  mil- 
lion (US$52.4m.)  offer  by  Tianjin 
Bohai  - the  eighth  in  the  first  batch 
of  nine  enterprises  listing  in  Hong 
Kong  - was  barely  subscribed. 

In  terms  of  technology,  Tianjin 
Bohai.  which  is  based  in  the  north- 
eastern port  of  Tianjin,  was  not  as 
competitive  as  another  chemical 
company.  Shanghai  Chlor- Alkali, 
which  is  listed  only  on  the  Shanghai 
exchange. 

Sonja  Jong  at  Mees  Pierson  Se- 
curities said  the  problem  lay  with 
the  company,  not  H shares  in  gen- 
eral. "It  is  the  least  attractive  of  all 
the  nine,  and  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  market,  it’s  the  company 
itself."  she  said. 

Jong  said  Tianjin  Bohai  is  caught 
up  in  the  debt  problems  which  be- 
devil the  Chinese  state  sector,  and 
its  old  machinery  means  production 
costs  are  high.  This  in  turn  means  it 
faces  strong  competition  from  for- 
eign and  domestic  companies. 

Tianjin  Bohai  has  been  further 
undermined  by  the  imminent  arriv- 
al of  the  last  of  the  nine,  Dongfang 
Electrical  Machinery  Co.,  and  the 
prospect  of  the  second  batch  of  22 
Chinese  companies  seeking  over- 
seas listing.  These  include  some 
huge  enterprises  and  are  expected 
to  start  listing  later  this  year. 

"I  think  there  is  still  strong  un- 
derlying interest  for  the  H share 
companies."  said  one  analyst.  "I 
wouldn’t  say  they  are  disregarding 
H shares  as  a whole." 


Telecommuting  lures  self-motivated  commute  haters  in  US 


■NEW  YORK  (Reuter)  - Does 
your  commute  drain  much  of 
your  day  and  energy?  Are  you  far 
more  productive  home  alone  at 
midnight  than  in  the  noisy,  stuffy 
office  at  noon? 

Telecommuting  - or  .working 
from  home  - may  be  the  answer 
for  many  people,  but  not  for 
everyone.  It  works  only  if  you're 
self-disciplined,  can  stay  away 
from  the  refrigerator  or  talkative 
neighbors,  and  can  maintain  the 
support  of  your  boss,  according 
to  the  writer  who  says  he  coined 
the  term. 

“The  ideal  telecommuter  is  an 
Eagle  Scout,  or  at  least  a person 
who's  self-disciplined,  has 
initiative,  is  flexible,  is 
experienced  at  his  or  her  job,  and 
is  mature,”  said  Jack  Nilles.  a 
Los  Angeles  consultant  and 
author  of  the  new  Making 
Telecommuting  Happen:  A Guide 


for  Telemanagers  and 
Telecommuters. 

Telecommuting  is  the  process 
of  moving  work  to  the  workers 
instead  of  moving  the  workers  to 
work.  Employees  typically  stay 
home  and  communicate  with  the 
office  via  electronic  mail  or  fax. 

Nilles  says  one  or  more  days  a 
week  either  at  home  or  in  a 
nearby  “telework”  center, 
equipped  with  fax  machines  and 
computers  with  modems, 
constitutes  telecommuting. 

Telecommuting  is  not  a 
substitute  for  child  care  nor  is  it 
suitable  for  people  afflicted  with 
compulsions  like  overeating, 
drug  abuse,  and  workaholism. 

A barking  dog,  a screaming 
baby,  and  friends  calling 
-throughout  the  day  also  don’t 
lend  themselves  to  productivity. 
But  such  distractions  can  be 
managed  if  one  clearly  defines 


his  or  her  work  space  and  sticks 
to  it,  maybe  with  the  help  of  a 
day-care  center. 

Nilles  is  helping  the  state  of 
California  and  several  major 
firms  develop  telework  centers  in 
Los  Angeles,  the  pioneer  of  a 
rapidly  growing  US  trend  toward 
telecommuting. 

The  devastating  earthquake 
that  rocked  rhe  Los  Angeles  area 
in  January  crippled  the  freeway 
system,  convincing  many  firms  to 
adopt  or  expand  existing  policies 
letting  employees  work  away 
from  the  office,  at  least  part- 
time. 

Some  8.3  million  Americans 
now  telecommute,  more  than 
twice  as  many  as  in  1990, 
according  to  Link  Resources,  a 
New  York  telecommunications 
consulting  firm. 

Nilles  says  in  his  book  that 
telecommuting  suits  people  in  a 


wide  range  of  professions,  from 
accounting  to  insurance  to 
computer  programming  to 
writing. 

The  biggest  hurdle  to 
productive  telecommuting, 
Nilles  says,  can  be  the  boss  - or 
fear  that  the  boss  will  overlook  a 
worker  who  is  out  of  sight, 
especially  for  a promotion. 

That  can  be  overcome  if  the 
worker  actively  communicates 
with  the  boss,  asks  for  feedback, 
and  nurtures  contacts  to  “stay  in 
the  loop." 

Guilt  can  be  another  barrier. 
"It's  a moral  dilemma.”  said 
Nilles.  "Say  you’re  Finished  at  2 
p.m.  and  want  to  play  golf.  What 
about  the  4 p.m.  call  from  a co- 
worker or  manager?” 

The  benefits  of  telecommuting 
far  overshadow  any  obstacles, 
however,  Nilles  says.  Workers 
experience  increased  self- 


esteem. productivity,  and 
control  over  their  life. 

Companies  experience  a 15 
percent  increase  in  productivity 
on  average  per  employee 
working  away  from  the  office  at 
least  one  day  a week,  cost  savings 
of  58,000  a year  per 
telecommuting  employee,  and 
improved  morale.  Nilles  says. 

And  the  planet  suffers  less 
pollution,  he  argues. 

Nilles.  himself  a 
telecommuter,  says  he  has 
broken  one  of  his  own  rules, 
spending  too  much  time  on  the 
telephone  answering  a flood  of 
calls  since  the  Los  Angeles 
earthquake. 

“My  productivity  has  probably 
gone  down.  Incoming  phone  calls 
have  gone  up  100  percent."  he’ 
said. 
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TA  teams  take  honors  in  State  Cup  semis 


LAST  night’s  semifinal  State  Cup 
double-header  provided  a bumper 
treat  with  two  classic  matches  that 
kept  the  paying  audience  of  25,000 
on  tenterhooks  and  ended  with 
wins  for  Hapoel  Tel  Aviv  and 
Maccabi  Tel  Aviv,  with  both 
games  being  decided  on  penalties. 

Maccabi  Tel  Aviv  won  the  first 
match  after  drawing  3-3  with  Ha- 
poel Holon  after  extra  time,  to 
advance  to  its  third  consecutive 
final  in  the  competition  it  last  won 
in  1988.  Rivals  Hapoel  Tel  Aviv 
will  meet  them  the  final  after  com- 
pleting a 3-1  penalty  shoot-out  vic- 
tory over  Maccabi  Petah  Tikva. 

The  June  7 encounter  will  be  a 
big  Tel  Aviv  derby  clash  and  will 
be  a repeat  of  the  1988  final  which 
Maccabi  won  2-1. 

Mac.  Tel  Aviv  3,  Hap.  Holon  3 
(TA  advances  5-4  on  penalties) 
Maccabi  Tel  Aviv  likes  to  do 
things  the  hard  way  as,  the  thou- 
sands of  supporters  who  witnessed 
last  night's  battle  royal  against  Ha- 
poel Holon  will  testify. 

Maccabi’s  passage  into  the  final 
looked  assured  with  the  side  lead- 
ing 2-0  and  in  total  control  with 
just  20  minutes  left  to  play,  but 
fate  had  a breathtaking  climax  in 
store.  , 

A listless  first  half  gave  little 
foretaste  of  what  lay  ahead,  as  the 
match  oniy  came  alive  in  the  43rd 
minute  when  Holon 's  Avi  Paz 
forced  a superb  reflex  save  from 
Alexander  Obarov  in  the  Maccabi 
goal.  . , _ „ 

A minute  later,  Tel  Aviv  s Itzik 
Zohar  flighted  a tantalizing  high 
cross  from  a free  kick  on  the  right 
deep  into  the  Holoni  area  which 
Alexander  Polokarov  met  on  the 
blind  side  of  the  defense  and  vol- 
lied  home  to  take  the  lead.  Holon 


DEREK  FATTAL  and  OR!  LEWIS 


’keeper  Alexander  Zhidkov  man- 
aged to  grasp  the  shot,  but  referee 
Danny  Keren  adjudged  that  the 
ball  had  already  crossed  the  goal- 
line. 

After  the  interval,  the  Holoms 
fought  back  with  purpose,  with  de- 
fender Eli  Cohen  heading  over 
Obarov’s  crossbar.  Just  when  Ho- 
lon looked  to  be  sustaining  the 
pressure,  Zohar  was  awarded  a 
free  kick  on  the  left  edge  of  the 
Holoni  area  after  being  floored  by 
Yossi  Balas  in  the  54th  minute. 
Zohar  swerved  the  kick  round  the 
six-man  wall  and  jumped  with  glee 
as  his  shot  spun  past  the  helpless 
Zhidkov. 

Holon  coach  Eli  Gutman  then 
sent  injured  striker  Ofer  Mizrahi 
onto  the  field  in  an  effort  to  ignite 
his  weary1  troops. 

During  this  dominant  Maccabi 
spell,  Zohar  and  Nir  Klinger  had 
goals  disallowed  for  offside,  and 
Meir  Mclika  came  close.  The  Ho- 
lonis  looked  to  be  on  the  ropes  but 
Maccabi  failed  to  land  the  knock- 
out blow. 

The  Tel  Avivans  lived  to  regret 
their  mistake  when  Holon 
launched  a rare  retaliatory  raid  in 
the  73rd  minute  which  ended  with 
Ofer  Mizrahi  slotting  the  ball  past 
Obarov. 

With  just  8 minutes  left  of  regu- 
lar play,  Itzik  Suissa  pursued  what 
looked  to  be  an  overstruck  pass 
into  Obarov’s  area.  The  big  Rus- 
sian needlessly  bulldozed  Suissa 
onto  the  turf,  and  Keren  blew  for 
a blatant  penalty.  Despite  the 
crowd's  howls  for  Obarov  to  be 
sent  off,  Koren  merely  showed  his 
yellow  card. 


Holon  captain  Marko  Ben-Ba- 
ruch  had  no  trouble  with  the  pen- 
alty, and  neatly  sent  Obarov  the 
wrong  way  to  tie  the  scores. 

As  the  teams  lined  up  for  extra 
time.  Tel  Aviv’s  cause  looked  for- 
lorn. Nevertheless,  coach  Avra- 
ham  Grant  brought  on  Eli  Driks  to 
reinforce  the  attack  and  the  move 
paid  dividends  a minute  before  the 
end  of  the  first  period  of  additional 
play  as  the  seasoned  striker  ran 
into  the  center  of  the  field  to  col- 
lect a long  pass  which  he  flipped 
skillfully  over  the  head  of  Zhidkov 
to  regain  the  lead  for  Maccabi. 

The  Hoionis  tried  to  repeat  their 
escape  act  but  were  biunled  by  a 
Tel  Aviv  defense  determined!  to 
hang  onto  its  precious  lead.  Just  as 
it  seemed  inevitable  that  Drik  s 
goal  would  win  the  match,  the 
voung  Gadi  Brumer  showed  his 
inexperience  pulling  down  Mizrahi 
in  the  Maccabi  area  with  just  three 
minutes  left. 

A^ain  referee  Koren  pointed  to 
the  "spot  and  Ben-Baruch  beat 
Obarov  to  equalize.  The  clocked 
ticked  on  and  Koren  blew  his  whis- 
tle. signaling  for  the  match  to  be 
decided  by  means  of  a penalty 
shoot-out. 

With  the  fan’s  nerves  stretched 
to  the  breaking  point.  Sergei  Kolo- 
tovkin  ran  up  to  take  Holon's  first 
penalty  but  drove  straight  at 
Obarov  who  smothered  the  ball. 
The  next  eight  players  all  beat 
their  opposing  'keeper. 

It  was  left”  to  Tel  Aviv’s  Avi 
Nimni  to  take  what  would  be  the 
decisive  penalty  with  the  shoot-out 
score  level  at  four  penalties 
apiece.  Nimni  swept  any  jitteis 


aside  and  blasted  the  ball  past 
Zhidkov  for  the  winner  that  sent 
the  Maccabi  fans  wild  and  took 
their  team  to  the  final  by  the  nar- 
rowest of  margins. 

Hap.  TA  1,  Mac.  Petah  Tikva  1 
(TA  goes  through  3-1  on  penalties) 

In  contrast  to  the  first  game,  this 
one  started  at  a terrific  pace , with 
both  sides  showing  flair  and  con- 
viction which  was  distinctly  lack- 
ing in  the  earlier  encounter. 

Petah  Tikva  was  the  first  side  to 


level  the  scores. 

Tel  Aviv,  meanwhile,  started  to 
look  a little  ragged  and  the  tactics 
employed  by  their  coach,  Moshe 
Sinai,  of  sending  Madar  down  the 
left  touchline  and  crossing  into  the 
area,  was  well  covered  by  the  Pe- 
tah Tikva  defense. 

The  wyiaiiwir  came  in  the  67th 
minute.  After  a Petah  Tikva  bom- 


for  marijuana 

- ....  nraml 
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Open  became  the  youngest  Grano 

Slam  semifinalist,  was  arrestee 

. » ■ 


minute.  After  a Petah  likva  oom-  *uuu  -v 

bardment  on  the  Tel  Aviv  goal,  Monday  on  rafede  searched 

?uy .Yitzhak  headed  on  a. superb 


floating  ball  by  Avi  Pitussi  which 
had  the  Tel  Aviv  defense  in  a mess 
and  left  Baku  with  no  chance. 


her  $50-a-night  Coral  Gables  mo- 
te* roonT  looking  for  a runaway 

^Herarrcst  came  five  months  af- 


Ser  police  found  raarijua- 
her  knepsack.  Fry  said. 

and  will  have  her 
^ five 
tennis  star  will  probably 
only  have  to  submit  to  counsebng, 

Rl5priatidlwho  recently  rnoved 
na rents’  house,  said  she 


PeTah  Tikva  was  die  fust  side  to  and  left  Baku  witn  no  ^ five  months  af-  "ents’  house,  said  she 

sSsssiM 

Aviv  defense  with  some  slick  pass-  tench  from  a shopping  mall.  Florida  Atlantic  University- 

ina  and  running  moves.  Sfwith  aeri-  Brother  Seven  Capnan  who  ™"“£mber  .0  priad.  who  has 

But  the  Tel  Avivians  were  not  to  Both  ades  came  close  wun  he  ^ Jennifer  by  tele-  w v 51.5  million  as  a 

be  outdone  and  they  used  every  nff^v^bSUsing  phone,  2id  she  “was  crying  a little  cited  by  pofiepjn 

opportunity  on  the  counter-attack,  ^ed  to  stave  off  any  embanassmg  „ 0K"  Their  parents  profajOMU  ^ ^ ^ she 

The  fast-paced  game  finally  . debt's  second  were  in  Boca  Raton,  but  were  not  T P wandered  off  from ia 

bore  its  first  fruit  in  the  23rd  min-  ^°ds°;  1 ^another  Den-  talking  to  the  media,  he  said.  J?*  - booth  with  a 515 

ute  when,  on  just  such  a counter-  3^*J*““* 1 **  Police  came  to  the  Gables  Inn  shopp‘d  which  sbe  hadn  t 

attack  Tel  Aviv  went  ahead  when  ^ty  shoot-out.  in_  eariv  Monday  after  receiving  an  silver  nng 

Yossi  Madar,  Hapoel’s  outstand-  anonymous  tip  that  a n-yef-^W  pa^  ^ ^ or  charged 

ing  player  throughout  the  match,  8 Be^Shimon  re-  runaway  gtri  was  at  Capnati  s then  Police  were  barred  from  con- 

ran  Join  the  Mand  floated  to  “£dta  l£l  B“bmS  “room,  aid  Coral  Gable,  Sgt.  *£ sinee  Capnatt. 

ball  hi^h  acres  the  area  tor  H-  7^“ckofth7net.  MM.  Fry  d.tectives  was  a juvenile. 


bore  its  first  fruit  in  the  2jrd  min- 
ute when,  on  just  such  a counter- 
attack. Tel  Aviv  went  ahead  when 
Yossi  Madar,  Hapoel's  outstand- 
ing player  throughout  the  match, 
ran  down  the  left  and  floated  the 
ball  high  across  the  area  for  Hezi 
Shirazi  to  hit  home  a diving 
header. 

Tel  Aviv  kept  up  the  pace  until 
halftime,  but  two  more  chances  by 
Madar  went  astray,  while  Petah 
Tikva  relied  on  an  Assi  Ben-Shi- 
mon  effort  which  hit  the  crossbar 
and  then  rebounded  for  Hapoel 
goalkeeper  Yaroslav  Baku  to  palm 
the  ball  to  safety. 

Petah  Tikva  coach  made  a 
change  at  halftime,  bringing  on 
Ta!  Bnava  for  Uzi  Ohayon  to  bol- 
ster his  attack.  The  ploy  worked 
well,  as  Petah  Tikva  began  to 
dominate  the  midfield,  constantly 


dominate  me  uuuuciu. 

threatening  to  break  through  and  tah  Tikva  s reach. 


^ so’  Singw  the  media,  he  said, 

match  came  down  to  another  pen  po&ce  cm  to  Gables  Inn 

"■fcSSKi  first,  Madar  strik-  early  Monday  ft  -gjg® 
ing  the  ball  cleanly  past Malul  fora  Capriati’s  ho- 

SJe.B.’SSKUS  SSw*-* 

Capriati.  18,  U.  da.ac.ives 

Alon  Ophir’s  shot  was  saved  by  ; — ■ 

Malul  as  Petah  Tikva’s  hopes  ^ _ 

brightened  suddenly.  But  then,  Vlll^^PV 

three  very  poorly  struck  penalties  %M.K  A.  w ▼ ^ 

by  Petah  Tikva’s  Eyal  Begleibter,  v 

Yevgeny  Shahopv  and  Tal  Bnaya,  4*1  W\  11 

aD  of  which  were  stopped  by  the  PfYYI^ Till  II 

giant  Baku,  gave  Hapoel  victory 

and  its  much  hoped-for  final  en-  r ONDON  (Reuter)  - Alec  Stew 
counter  with  arch-rivals  Maccabi.  , Surrey  continued  its  unstop 
Tel  Aviv’s  men  had  no  trouble  stait  to  the  season  whili 

with  their  penalty  shooting,  as  ^dian  Carl  Hooper  starre< 

Constantin  Marko  and  then  Eyal  the  bat>  albeit  in  a losin, 

Ben-Ami  put  the  game  out  of  Pfr-  ■ ^ ^ gngUsh  Colmty  cricke 


Surrey  cricketers 

continue  to  win 

- _ rv—iJ  n/s rri  six 


Dodgers  grab  sole  possession  of  first  in  NL  West 

O ^ 1 — — Expos  4,  PhflBes  1 

. nn-r,  /An.  t: a?  : JHk ' X Darrin  Fletcher  drove  in  two 


DENVER  (AP)  - Tim  Wallach 
and  Mike  Piazza  each  homered 
Monday.  leading  the  Los  Angeles 
Dodgers  to  their  seventh  straight 
win  and  sole  possession  of  first 
place  in  the  NL  West  with  a 9-2 
victory  over  the  Colorado 
Rockies. 

Wallach  drove  in  four  runs,  giv- 
ing him  1,000  RBIs  in  his  career. 
Piazza  drove  in  three  runs. 

Ramon  Martinez  (2-2)  pitched 
six  strong  innings  and  left  with  a 
stiff  lower  back  after  a leadoff  tri- 
ple by  Walt  Weiss  in  the  seventh. 
Greg  Harris  (2-2)  was  the  loser. 

Cobs  4,  Padres  2 

Steve  Buechele  hit  a two-ron  homer 
to  lead  Anthony  Young  and  the  Cobs 
in  a matchup  of  the  NL's  two  worst 
teams.-  ■ „ ‘ ’ 

Young  (2-3).  who  benefited  from 
'fhree  double  plays,  gave  up  fivtf  Wis 1 
and  two  runs  in  seven  innings  for  his 
Bust  win  over  the  Padres  in  five 
decisions. 

San  Diego,  which  has  lost  eight 
straight  games,  has  the  worst  record  in 
the  majors  at  10-27.  _ . 

Randy  Myers  pitched  the  VA  innings 
for  his  eighth  save,  striking  out  three  of 
four.  . _ . , 

Chicago  took  a 4-0  lead  in  the  sixth 
when  Sammy  Sosa  tripled  with  two 
outs  and  Buechele  homered  off  Andy 
Benes  (2-7). 

Phil  Plantier  hit  a two-run  homer, 
bis  Hth,  for  San  Diego. 

Martins  3,  Mels  1 

Chuck  CarT  doubled  three  times  and 
scored  the  go-ahead  run  in  the  eighth 
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Expos  4,  PhflBes  1 

Darrin  Fletcher  drove  in  two  runs  as  and 
inciting  Montreal  kept  Curt  Schilling  it  ei 

winless  this  season.  com 

c^hnUng  (0-7),  whowas  16-7  in  1993,  gt 
allowed  three  runs  and  six  hits  in  five 
innings.  Schilling,  the  MVP  of  last 
year’s  NL  playoffs,  has  not  won  since 
pitching  a shutout  m Game  5 of  the 
World  Series.  • • .. 

Butch  Henry  (1-0)  allowed  three  hits  S 

in  5%  innings  as  the  Expos  snapped  the  on 

Phillies  four-game  winning  streak.  

Mel  Rojas  pitched  2%  hitless  innings 
for  his  tihh  save.  *« 

Henry  gave  up  a home  run  to  nem-  I 
CMS  Dave  Hollins,  his  fourth,  in  the  J. 
first  inning.  HoIHns,  who  singled  in  the 
sixth,  is  now  12-for-15  with  five  homers 
in  his  career  against  Henry. 

AMERICAN  LEAGUE  . 

Bine  Jays  7,  Tigers  2 ' ..ir.,.Jd; 

Joe  Carter  drove  in  four  runs  as  host 
Toronto  ended  its  five-game  losing 
sneak.  tn 

Carter  went  3-for-4  with  a double.  “ 
He  leads  the  majors  with  43  RBIs.  "J? 

Juan  Guzman  (4-4)  gave  up  four  hits  I 
in  5V6  innings.  He  gave  np  two  runs  (Au 
after  allowing  a total  of  13  in  his  previ-  Net 
ous  two  starts,  both  losses.  niw 


LONDON  (Reuter)  - Alec  Stew- 
art’s Surrey  continued  its  unstop- 
pable start  to  the  season  while 
West  Indian  Carl  Hooper  starred 
with  the  bat,  albeit  in  a . losing 
cause,  in  English  Colmty  cricket 
on  Monday. 

Stewart,  England’s  opener  who 
hit  two  centuries  in  one  Test  in  the 
West  Indies  on  the  recent  England 
tour,  insisted  his  county  side  ..are 
not  getting  carried  away." 

The  championship  leaders 
crushed  Derbyshire  by  an  innings 
and  138  runs  at  The  Oval  to  make 
it  eight  wins  out  of  eight  in  all 
competitions. 

Stewart  said:  “It’s  the  result  of 
consistent  team  work,  with  every- 
one dipping  in.  But  we  are  not 
even  a quarter  of  the  way  through 
the  season."  . . . . ... 

Stewart  declared  his  first  innings 
on  the  Saturday  score  of  570.  for 


six,  leaving  David  Ward  six  short 
of  the  first  triple  century  of  his 
first-class  career. 

Derbyshire  was  all  out  for  --4  m 
their  second,  despite  Chris  Adams 
overcoming  a bruised  thigh  to 
score  an  unbeaten  109. 

Hooper,  meanwhile,  belted  a 
record  nine  sixes  for  Kent  against 
Essex  in  a magnificent  160  oft  149 
balls  at  Chelmsford.  . 

The  West  Indian  all-rounder 
then  claimed  three  for  19  asEssex 
lost  six  wickets  scoring  the  50  they 
needed  for  victory. 

Leicestershire  survived  an  early 

attack  of  batting  jitters  to  beat 

Somerset  by  five  wickets.  Set  a 
target  of  110.  they  slumped  to  42 
for  four.  . 

New  Zealand  beat  host  Leicestershire  by 
seven  wkkett  .ta  their  one-day  (55  twersl 
cricket  yesterday-  . Scores;  Letottr- 

drire  169  In  53-5  overs.  New  Zealand 
33.5  overs- 


going  to  Netherlands 


KEEPING  THE  RUNNER  HONEST  - Montreal’s  Will  Codero 
Philadelphia's  Dave  Hollins. 


inning,  streaking  home  on  a grounder. 

The  visiting  Marlins  won  their  third 
in  a row.  Bret  Saberhagen  (4-2)  lost 
despite  striking  out  10  in  eight  innings. 
With  the  score  tied  at  1 . Carr  dou- 


bled to  lead  off  the  eighth  and  moved 
to  third  on  a sacrifice.  Dave  Magadan 
followed  with  a grounder  to  first  base- 
man  David  Seaui.  whose  throw  to  the 
plate  was  too  late  to  get  Carr. 


is  tagged  out  at  third  base  by 

(AP) 

Robb  Nen  (2-1).  who  relieved  start- 
er Dave  Weathers  with  one  out  in  the 
seventh,  retired  all  four  batters  he 
faced.  Jeremy  Hernandez  got  three 
outs  for  his  ninth  save. 


MONDAY’S  NL  RESULTS; 
Pittsburgh  7.  Sc.  Louis  2 
Montreal  4.  PWUddpto*  1 
Florida  3,  New  York  1 
Chicago  4,  San  Diego  2 
Houston  3.  San  Francisco  2 
Los  Angeles  9,  Colorado  2 

MONDAY'S  AL  RESULTS: 
Tomato  7,  Detroit  2 
Kansas  CBy  6,  Seattle  4 
Chicago  8,  California  5 
Texas  11,  Oakland  7 (W) 


'■  > »y  Pou* Sporta. Staff  . ^ - 

ISRAEL’S  national  softliall  team  leaves  for  the  Netherlands  tomorrow 
to  fakft  part  in  an  annual  eight-team  tournament  which  includes  some  of 
Europe’s  finest  ball  dubs.  .xr7  .r 

The  Israelis  wffl  take  on  Denmark,  the  Czech  Republic,  ANZAC 
(Australian/New  Zealand  combined  team),  Canada.  England  and  the 
Netheriands.  Israel,  which  made  its  debut  last  year,  placed  seventh  of 
nine  teams  while  Canada  won  the  tourney. 

Many  of  Israel's  14  players  also  took  part  in  the  1993  Maccabiah. 

• The  team  has  no  corporate  sponsorship,  but  is  receiving  funding  from 
the  Israel  Softball  Association,  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  Sportoto. 

Israel’s  first  game  is  on  Saturday  against  Denmark  followed  by  a 
match  against  ANZAC.  The  championship  will  be  held  on  Monday. 

RMtcr: BOAncott (P>, Bcu Bcrufct tlBk MBw DoktoUky (OF,  IBkAawwFottnt |T),  Jog» 
fradau  (OF).  Hi  Grontr  (OF),  Sam  G Bison  (SS>.  Randy 

Tal  KMoka  (C,  OF),  Mcadm  Ptncbordd  (2B),  Stuart  Shrader  (OF,  JB).  Stan  Shriger  (C, 
OF)  and  Narbcrto  Stamavk  (P.  3B). 

CaadKK  Sander  MeHchtou,  Howie  Ute,  Artie  Leak.  • . • _ _ 

Weekend  soOMl  scores:  Crazy  Rickards  13,  MASH  fc  KlaocaM  Mtn  19^Kibbafa  Gexer 
Gocst  Center  5;  Pasta  La  Pizza  27,  Glociar  Verticals  6;  KoBa  PWiite-Lachisb  Toots,  canceled- 


Game  5 crucial  for  Knicks  Leafs  down  Quality  Classifieds 


NEW  YORK 
(AP)- If  the  New 
York  Knicks  are 
W going  to  separate 

F A V themselves  from 

W ml  the  teams  that 

i ™ were  eliminated 

B I a by  the  Chicago 
ft  mm  Bulls  the  last 

three  seasons. 
^m  they  know  Game 
5 is  the  time  to  do 

lynJlVl  it- 

V The  Bulls  and 
Knicks  split  the 
first  four  games  the  last  two  times 
they  met  in  the  playoffs,  with  Chi- 
cago winning  the  fifth  game  on 
both  occasions.  That’s  the  situa- 

Playoffe  on  Cable  TV 

Sports  Channel  5 - Phoenix-Houston, 
Game  5 at  20:30  foUowed  by  parts  of 
Indiana- Atlanta.  Game  5. 


tion  again  this  year,  and  while  the 
Knicks  claim  the  past  has  no  bear- 
ing cm  the  future,  they  realize  that 
tonight's  game  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  will  likely  be  pivotal 
again. 

“Game  5 is  very  important  be- 
cause everyone  knows  what  hap- 
pened last  year,”  forward  Antho- 
nv  Mason  said.  “We  are  going  to 
have  to  play  exceptionally  hard  if 
we  arc  going  to  win." 

Greg  Anthony,  thrust  into  a 
starting  guard  spot  after  Derek 
Harper  was  suspended  for  two 
games  for  his  part  in  a brawl  Fri- 
day night,  said  Michael  Jordan's 
absence  isn’t  the  only  thing  that 
has  changed  since  Chicago  won 
Game  5 a year  ago. 

“We  feel  we're  a better  team 
than  last  year,"  Anthony  said. 
“We’ve  been  through  a lot,  and  we 
want  it  more." 

Patrick  Ewing  led  the  Knicks 
with  18  points  in  Sunday's  95-83 
defeat.  Although  New  York  also 
lost  Friday  night  in  Chicago,  Ew- 
ing was  much  more  effective  m 
that  game,  with  34  points  on  14- 
for-19  shooting,  and  he  scored  the 
Knicks*  last  10  points  of  the  game, 
keying  a comeback  that  almost 
gave  them  a 3-0  series  lead. 


“They  did  a pretty  good  job  of 
rattling  us  and  denying  me  the 
ball."  Ewing  said. 

“Wfe  have  to  gather  our  forces 
and  take  a hard  look  at  the  defense 
and  what  it  is  doing  to  us."  Knicks 
coach  Pat  Riley  said.  “We  have  to 
see  what  thev're  doing  to  our  of- 
fense. It  has  totally  flattened  us 
out." 

Riley  said  “carelessness  with 
ball-handling,  carelessness  with 
screens  and  carelessness  with  exe- 
cution” cost  them  Sunday’s  Game 
4. 

Anthony  said  the  Bulls  played 
the  passing  lanes  well  in  Sunday's 
game. 

“When  we  have  the  ball  at  the 
top.  the  Bulls  are  denying  the  pass 
to  both  sides,  so  you  can’t  get  it 
inside"  Anthony" said.  "But  it's 
not  impossible  to  do.  We  just  have 
to  plav  with  more  force." 

Bulls  coach  Phil  Jackson  said  his 
team's  two  wins  in  Chicago  only 
served  to  give  the  team  a chance  to 
win  the  series. 

“We  haven't  accomplished  any- 
thing yet  except  protect  our  borne 
court."  Jackson  said.  “We  still 
have  to  go  into  Madison  Square 
Garden  and  do  the  impossible.  We 
know  we  can  do  it.  We  came  close 
twice.  We're  confident  that  next 
time  we  can  climb  that  mountain.” 

The  ■ mountain"  Jackson  is  talk- 
ing about  is  four  straight  Bulls 
losses  at  Madison  Square  Garden 
since  they  won  there  in  Game  5 
last  year.  In  those  four  games. 
Chicago  has  averaged  16.5  points 
in  the  fourth  quarter  and  80.8 
points  overall  and  is  shooting  30.6 
percent  from  the  field. 


NBA  Playoff  Glance 
Semifinals  (Best  of  7) 
EASTERN  CONFERENCE 
Indiana  bads  Atlanta  3-1 
Chicago-New  York  tied  2-2 

WESTERN  CONFERENCE 
Houston-Phoenix  bed  2-2 
Utah  leads  Denver  3-1 

No  games  Monday 

Last  night's  scheduled  games: 

Indiana  at  Atlanta 

phoenix  at  Houston 

Denver  ai  Utah 

Today; 

Chcego  at  New  York 


Canucks,  3-2 

TORONTO 
(Reuter)  - Pe- 
ter  Zezel 
scored  his  sec- 
ond  goal  of  the 
game 

overtime  to  lift 
the  Toronto 
Maple  Leafs  to 
a 3-2  win  over  the  Vancouver  Ca- 
nucks in  the  opening  game  of  their 
best-of-seven  Western  Conference 
championship  series  on  Monday. 

Toronto  look  a 2-1  lead  38  sec- 
onds into  the  third  period  on  Ze- 
zel's  goal.  Zezel  tipped  Sylvaln  Le- 
fevre’s  pass,  gathered  the  rebound 
at  the  left  of  Kirk  McLean  and 
backhanded  it  high  over  the  fallen 
goalie  for  hb  first  goal  of  the 
play  offs. 

Vancouver  rallied  to  tie  the  game 
with  30  seconds  left  in  the  third 
period  on  Trevor  Linden’s  power- 
play  goal.  Linden  split  the  Toronio 
defense  and  backhanded  the  puck 
past  Felix  Potvin  low  to  the  far 
side. 

After  a scoreless  first  period,  To- 
ronto's Dave  Andreychuk  opened 
the  scoring  at  4:26  of  the  second 
period  with  a power-play  goal.  -An- 
dreychuk deflected  a Dimitri  Mir- 
onov shot  from  in  close  past 
McLean  for  bis  fifth  goal  of  the 
playoffs. 

Veteran  defenseman  Dave  Ba- 
by ch  scored  midway  through  the 
second  period  for  Vancouver  to  tie 
the  game,  1-1.  Babycb  took  a cross- 
ice  pass  from  Murray  Craven  and 
beat  Potvin  between  Ibe  pads  with 
a wrist  shat  from  the  bottom  or  the 
left  circle. 

The  Maple  Leafs  won  their  third 
straight  playoff  game. 

Game  two  is  in  Toronto  today. 

NHL  Playoff  Glance 

Finals  (Best-ot-7) 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 
New  Jersey  leads  series  1-0 

WESTERN  CONFERENCE 
Monday  a result 
Toromo  3.  Vancouver  2 !QT) 

Toronto  leads  senes  t-0 
Loot  night’s  scheduled  game; 

New  Jersey  St  NY  Rangers 
Today: 

Vancouver  at  Toronio 


RATES 


PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  - AD  rates 
include  VATl 

Single  Weekday  - N1S  81  SO  for  10  words 
t minimum  j.  each  additional  word  MS  8.19 
FRIDAY  and  HOLIDAY  EVE  - NIS  117.00 
for  10  words  (minimum);  each  additional 
word  NIS  11-70. 

MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY  and  FRIDAY 
(Package)  - NIS  181.35.  each  additional 

word  NIS  18.13.  

WEEK  RATE  (6  insertions  - MS  234.00: 
each  additional  word  NIS  21.35. 

FOUR  FRIDAYS  NIS  30JL20  for  10  worcte 
(mffiimufn)  each  edefitionai  weed  - NIS 
30.42. 

MONTHLY  (24  insertions)  NIS  468  10 
words  (minimum)  each  additional  word  — 
NIS  46.80 

DEADLINES  offices:  , , 

Jerusalem-  weekdays  - 12  noon  the  day 
before  publication;  for  Friday  and  Sunday  - 
6 p-m.  on  Thursday. 

Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa-  weekdays  - 12  noon,  2 
days  before  publication  tor  Friday  and  Sun- 
day - 4 pm  Thursday  in  Tel  Aviv  and  12 
neon  Thursday  m Haifa. 


VEHICLES 

PASSPORT 

1994  MAZDA  MPV,  first  owner,  must  sell, 
tufly  loaded,  opportunity.  08-262232.  own 


JERUSALEM 


DWELLINGS 

RENTALS 

TALBIEH,  Marcus,  fist  Boor,  2 1/2  fur- 
nished, terrace,  immediate.  $700.  02- 
618729.  

SALES 

GERMAN  COLONY,  unique  project  near 
center,  selection  of  prestigious  apartments, 
various  sizes.  Detail  Casa  Di  Verofi,  Tel 
02-612424 

. . 014231 


SITS.  VAC. 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

URGENTQ  Metapetet  for  twins,  light  house- 
work. five-out.  Special  conditions!!  Tel.  03- 
6190423. 

— ^ ^ — 01454* 

YOUNG  FAMILY  serin  energetic  and  en- 
thusiastic afternoon  chRdcare/hrip.  Tri.  02- 
735503  NS.  ■»«•» 


TEL  AVIV 


DWELLINGS 

RENTALS 

RAMAT  AVIV  GIMMEL  5,  spacious,  sea 
view,  underground  parking.  Yael  Realtors 
Tri.  03-6428253.  (Maktanf 

“ 0I439D 


GENERAL 


DWELLINGS 

SALES 

IN  MOSHAV  newt  to  Assets t,  4-5  i rooms, 
lane  garden  $280.000. » OS-592113. 

_ 014832 

CESEAREA.  uniqua  antique  style  house. 

dunam,  facing  sea.  * 09-652692.  OS- 
363261.  *** 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

INN  PLACES  LTD,  etionJaWe  home  bed* 
breakfast  sail  catering  ape..  caun£g J"™*- 
choice  locations.  Tel/Fax  09*576204, 
P.O.B.  577,  Herzliya. 

— 014217 

BED  & BREAKFSTn  Jerusalem  slKrt-term 
rentals.  Jerusalem  Inns  DJvJS*  ^ 
91044,  Jerusalem,  tri.  02-611745,  Fax. 
618541.  ” 

SERVICES 

NATURAL  MEDICINE  - NUTRITION  - 

Horrw  study  corrBSpondri^dag^R^ 

utabte  American  school*  Tri  az-w««». 

014237 

PERSONALS 

MATRIMONIAL  


BEHAVIA: 

0LDKATAM0N: 


100  metre  garden  f 

NEAR  PRESIDENT: 


WE1SZ  REAL  ESTATE 

02-666782, 02-619896 
Fax.  02-635378 


.MODERN,  3,  elegantly  furnished,  parking, 
quiet  central  location.  Yael  Realtor  Tri.  03- 
6426253.  (Maiden) 

. JAFFA  on  the  sea,  fumtehedAmfumtshed, 
exclusive  to  K3d  Real  Estate.  TeL  03- 
5227151. 

— — — ~ ■ 614(01 

CENTRAL,  3,  quteUufly  furnished,  air  condi- 
tioned, ehortflong  term.  03-6414984. 

- — - — 11  — 61*821 

NORTH  TEL  AVIV,  fully  furnished,  4 rooms, 
high  floor.  Interterari,  * 03-5616161. 

FOR  THE  S8RJOUSII  BJocft  St  Tri  AtfV, 
beau&l  2J5.  furnished,  for  1 yr.  minimum. 
V 03-6773180.  Diagti 

. SALES 

RAMAT  AVIV  GIMMEL  3 rooms,  park  view, 
elevator,  parking,  S235.000.  Yael  Realtor 
Tri.  03-6426253.  (Maldan)  non 

BUSINESS  OFFERS 

BUS.  PREMISES 

KfiCAR  HAMID  ENA,  office  for  rent  7 *pa- 
ctous  rooms,  appropriate  for  cfiptomatic  rep- 
reeentatives. « OS-5442771 . 


f 

SM&. 


SERVICES  MISHKENOT  HANASSt  luxurious  Wrido-  ' SITS.  VAC.  ... 

SEHV  rreman  in  the  most  prestigious  nric^bour-  ■■  ■■ 

NATURAL  MED.C1N6  - *™ng  ' 

vj™..  to*  1*,. j^SX^d.«llM955383. 

FFEELANCE  copywriters  and  tartinimi 

.moauaic  ' writer*  required-  All  European  languages. 

PERSONALS  REALTY  CriMane  0341101420. 

MATRIMONIAL  BUILDINGS  OFFICE  STAFF 

EDUCATED  WIDOWS  and  Pnffiggg  jpuyiSH  QUARTER,  perthooee.  ZTOaqia,  EWSUSH  SECR^Afff/Ka^QWLEDGE  of 
45-75.  merieduc^^gjjjjj;  Hebrew  to  part4one  fob.  re  03^442323. 

SSJSSjStSffi :•  — - ■ 


REALTY 

BUILDINGS 


S£s5u»!SW 


HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

AU  PAIR  INTERNATIONAL,  IsraeTs  most 
astabfished  agency,  needs  female  ive-in/ 
out  mother's  helpers,  houskeepers.  Excel- 
lent condtlons  ® 03-6190423. 

■ 000207 

WANTED-  Help  in  taking  care  of  children 
and  household.  Dve-m  only,  age  20-30.  Tel. 
03-5491607. 

— ■ — — 01 4230 

WOMAN  NEEDED  for  housekeeping  and 
chfidcare,  live-in,  re  03-9331325,  050- 
269796.  Eve.  03-5338213. 

B14S21 

THE  *BK3”  AGENCY  this  month  is  Inviting 
45-60  lucky  Ffflpinos  to  work  as  caregivers. 

. If  you  are  interested  in  inviting  one  of  your 

relatives  for  work  as  a caregiver  for  an  elder- 
ly person  with  very  good  conditions,  call 
Rachel  now  at  03-5469323. 

— — - oims 

FlLJPfNA  OR  THAI  WOMAN  sought  in  Tri 
Aijv,  $800,  six  days  a week.  03-5232496. 

- 014013 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP,  five-in,  including 
dealing,  cooking,  ironing,  o 03-5719010. 


SITS.  WANTED 

SEEKING  EMPLOYMENT -experienced 
chaufer,  languages,  previous  tfiptomatic 
missions . references,  a 066953384.  oiABM 


SHARON  AREA 


DWELLINGS 

RENTALS 

SI s*e*M 

den . From  5/0/94  tong-term  re  09^03907. 

014S48 

SALES 

HOD  HASHRON,  230  sqm  biit  250 

AvenSe^o^^  separate  un  iL 

. iw  sa»  or  rent  a 09-540994 

0140H 

IT  SlTS  VAC. 

HOUSEHOLD  HEI  p 


tARM 

»=nc  . 
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WHAT’S  ON 


| WEATHER 

********* 

K£t2S5Bi3£l  sn 


CRITIC'S  CHOICE 


Li  «—■*." 


Forecast:  Hot  and  dry  espedaly  in 
Interior. 
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ISRAEL 

FESTIVAL 

Helen  Kaye 

THIS  is  the  last  performance  by 
John  Zorn  and  his  four-piece 
band  Masada.  Zorn  is  one  of  the 
most  innovative  jazz  musician/ 
composers  around  and  he’s  a 
wizard  on  the  . alto  sax  as  well. 
At  the  Henry  Crown.  Auditori- 
um at  8:30  p.m.  ' 

CLASSICAL 

MUSIC 

MICHAEL 

AJZENSTADT 

THE  Kibbutz  Chamber  Orches- 
tra and  the  Ibud  Choir  perform  . 
Mozart’s  Requiem  as  well  as 
Bach’s  6th  Brandenburg  concer- 
to and  the  premiere  of  Dov  Car- 
mel's Circle,  three  poems  for 
mezzo-soprano.  Avner  Itai  is  on 
the  podium  and  the  soloists  are 
excellent  soprano  Anat  Efrati, 
alto  Haya  Koren,  tenor  Vo  ram 
Cohen  and  Italian  bass  Davide 
Damiani.  Tonight  at  Kimaron 
(Beit  She’an)  and  tomorrow  at 
the  Eretz  Yisrael  Museum  in 
Ramat  Aviv,  Tel  Aviv  (8:30). 


Composer  and  saxophonist  John  Zorn  explores  Jewish 
musical  themes  with  his  jazz  quartet. 


WHERE  TO  GO 


Hottcw  In  tbii  feature  are  dnrgad 
at  IH822J0  par  One,  including  VAT. 
Inaartion  ovary  day  of  tiia  month 
costs  MS444.60  par  fine.  Including 
VAT,  par  month. 


JERUSALEM 

Condiictnd  Tours 

HEBREW  UNIVERSITY.  Tours  of  the 
Mount  Scopus  campus,  in  English,  daily 
Sun.-Thur.,  11  a.m.  from  Bronfman  Re- 
ception Centra,  Sherman  Administration 
Bldg.  Buses  4a,  9, 23, 26, 28.  For  info,  call 
882819. 

AUNT  Woman.  For  a free  conducted 
tour  of  our  installations,  cell  Jerusalem 
619222:  Tel  Aviv  5233154  Hours:  8:00 
am.-1:30  p.m.,  Sun.-Thur. 

TEL  AVIV 

TB.  AVIV  MUSEUM  4IF  ART.  The  Sto- 
ry of  Masa da David  Reeb:  Paintings 
1982  940 Tel  Aviv  - Temporary  Docu- 
mentation, the  visual  signs  of  Tel  Airivian 
cultured  IBth-l  9th  Cent  European  A r-' 
tOimpressionism,  Post-lmpression- 
IsmC- Jewish  Artists  in  Europe  between 
the  War&OMoshe  and  Sara  Mayer. 
Coll.</SculptureO20th.  Cent.  Modem 
Masters  - Mizne-Blumental  Coll.-O  Video: 
Bril  Viola,  The  Receding  Pool  (collected-  . 
works]  HOURS:  Weekdays  lOzOOXm.^ 
p.rn. Tue.,  10  p.m,  Fri.,  Sat,  10:00 

am  .-2:00  p.m.  Rubinstein  Pavilion'  far 
Contemporary  Art.  Chanen  de  Langs  - 
Autobiographic  Design. HOURS:  Sun.- 
Thur.  10 -"00  sliti.-6.-00  p.m.  FrL,  Sat 
10:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m.  Education  Can- 
ter, TeL  6919155/6/7. 

OUT.  To  visit  our  technological  High 
Schools,  call  Jerusalem  513141;  Tel  Aviv 
5203222,  5203293;  Netanya  823744 
MA'AMAT  (P.W.).  Visit  our  projects: 
Tel  Aviv,  6910791;  Jerusalem,  244878. 

HAIFA 

WHAT'S  ON  IN  HAIFA,  dial  04874253. 


GENERAL 

ASSISTANCE 


LECTURES 

Michael  ajzenstadt 

GABI  Barkai  lectures  tonight  (7:30)  on  “Burial 
Customs  in  Judah  in  Jerusalem  in  the  First  Tem- 
ple Period”  at  the  Bible  T .anris  Museum,  Jerusa- 
lem. In  English.  Free  with  museum  admission. 

TELEVISION 

Penny  Starr 

CHANNEL  1 is  devoting  most  of  the  evening  to 
soccer.  They  start  their  live  coverage  of  the  Euro- 
pean Cop  Final  (Milan  vs.  Barcelona)  at  9,  and  it 
won’t  be  over  till  11:15  p.m.  Soccer  fans  will  love 
it. 

Everyone  else  can  turn  to  the  Discovery  Chan- 
nel's Police  Chief.  The  documentary  rooks  at 
America’s  growing  violence  and  the  difficulties  of 
enforcing  law  and  order.  The  program  looks  at 
different  approaches  by  police  chiefe  in  Houston. 
Minneapolis  and  Los  Angeles.  Police  Chief  starts 
at  10. 

And  if  you're  an  absolute  sucker  for  punish- 
ment you  can  tune  to  the  Family  Channel’s  double 
whammy:  the  exceedingly  awful  Acapulco  Heat  at 
10.55  p.m.,  followed  by  die  excruciatingly  terrible 
Jackie  Thomas  Show  at  11:45. 

For  their  nightly  look  at  what’s  on  offer  at  the 
-isitoeiTestival.  Channel  1 is  showing  ns  Circus,  Ozy 
al  11.20.  vr-v  • mr"  *i: 


FILMS 


adina  Hoffman 

■*★★★  BLANC  - The  middle  film  in  Krzystzof 
_ Kieslowski's  French  flag-colored  trilogy  is  a rue- 
fully funny  movie,  the  best  so  far  by  the  director, 
whose  newfound,  ea&v  touch  corresponds  power- 
fully to  his  old.  tiark  obsessions.  Having  purged 
himself  of  Blue  s lofty  operatics.  Kieslowski  has 
let  down  his  moralizing  guard.  Now  he  can  laugh  a 
little,  quip  in  his  mother  tongue,  rest  easy  with 
open  endings.  (Polish  and  French  dialogue,  He- 
brew and  English  subtitles.  Not  recommended  for 
children) 

★ FAREWELL  MY  CONCUBINE  -A  rich, 
indulgent  spectacle,  director  Chen  Kaige's  epic  is 
both  remarkable  and.  to  some  degree,  impenetra- 
ble for  the  Western  viewer  - much  like  the  Chi- 
nese opera  that  it  so  lavishly  depicts.  Occidental 
eyes  and  ears,  at  least,  are  not  naturally  accus- 
tomed to  this  particular  blend  of  psychological 
abbreviation  and  grand,  symbolic  gesturing. 
Against  the  backdrop  of  the  last  50  years  of  turbu- 
lent Chinese  history,  the  movie  charts  the  lives  of 
two  Peking  Opera  singers  and  the  flamboyantly 
theatrical  ties  that  bind  them.  (Mandarin  dia- 
logue. English  and  Hebrew  subtitles.  Some  prints 
in  circulation  do  not  have  English  subtitles.  Check 
with  theaters  for  further  details.  Not  recommend- 
ed for  children.) 


CINEMA 


^1  w 


PHARMACIES 

Jarasafeni:  Center  Pharm,  War  Hahotz- 
vim.  869744;  Balsam.  Salah  e-Din, 
272315;  Shuafat,  Shuafat  Road,  810108; 
Dar  Aldawa,  Herod's  Gate,  282058. 

Tel  Aviv:  Lev  Hair,  69  Ahsd  Ma’am, 
5603862:  Kupat  Hollm  Ctalit.  7-9  Amster- 
dam, 5232383.  Till  3 am  Thursday:  Ben- 
Yehuda,  142  BwwYehuda.  S223535.  Till 
midnight:  Superpharin  Ramat  Aviv,  40 
Enstein.  6413730. 

Ra*«mana  War  Sava:  Super  Pharm,  3 
Ostshinsky,  Kfar  Sava,  958889. 
Natanya:  Trufa,  2 Herzl,  828656. 
Krayot  area:  Pentagon,  4 Hagdud 
HaTvri.  Kiryat  Motzkin,  711490. 

Haifa:  HanassL  33  Hanassi,  333312. 
Herzfiya:  CJal  Pharm,  Beit  Merkazim,  6 
Maskft  {cnr.  S derot  Hagalim],  Herzllya  Pi- 
tuah.  558472.  558407.  Open  9 a.m.  to 
midnight.  ' 

Upper. Nazareth:  CJal  Pharm,  Lev  HaTr 
Mall,  570468.  Open  9 a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

DUTY  HOSPITALS 

Jerusalem:  Shaare  Zedek  [internal, 
ophthalmology,  ENT);  Hadassah  Ein 
Kenan  (surgery,  obstetrics);  Bikur  Holrrrt 
(pediatrics);  Hadassah  Ml  Scoptxs  (or- 
thopedics). In  case  of  heart  attack,  at-, 
templed  resuscitation,  snake  bite  or 
scorpion: sting, go immediately  to  near- 
. est  hospitaL  c 

Tel  Avfv:  Tel  Aviv  Medical  Center  (pedi- 
atrics. internal,  surgery). 

Matanya;  Laniado. 


POLICE 
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FIRST  AID  101 

Megan.  David.  Adorn 

bi-emegencias  dial  101  (Hebrew)  or  911 
(EnglishLin  most  parts  of  the  country.  In 
addition: 

Aihdod*  S51333  Karmier-988S5B 

Ashkokm  551332  KfwSavs*  (B-93I1111 

8«  Yam*  fiS1 1111  Klron  3311111 

a eenfabe*  274767  K.  Shmona*  944334 

Brit  Sfnhesh  523133  Nahariya'  912333 

Dan' Region*  5793333  Netanya*  623333  - 

EBsT  372333  .Petsh  Tttva'  B311111 

Hadara*  0*423333  RahovoT  451333 

Haifa*  512233  Rhhon*  9642333 

Hafior*  920333  Safed  920333 

Hrilori*  5511111  Tel  Aviv*  546001  - 

Jemfaam*  S23133  nberiet*  790111 

• Mobile  Fnnmfee  Cats  Unit  (MlCU)  urviee  In 
te  area,  around  die  dock. 

Medcal  help  for  tourists  fin  English)  177- 

022-9110  - 

Bran— Emotional  Bret  Aid.  Jerusalem 
810303,Tel  Aviv  5461111  (cUMran/youth 
6961113k  Haifa  672222.  Beersheba 
281128,  Netanya  625110,  Karmiel 
9988410.  Kfar  Seva  974555.  Hadera 
346789.  ' 

Rapa  Crisis  Cantor  (24  hours),  Tel  Aviv 
5234813,  6449191  (men),  Jerusalem 
514455,  Hafla  660111.  £ilat  31977. 

Tbe  National  Poison  Control  Cantor 
K Rambam  Hospital  04-325747.  for 
emergency  calls  24  hours  a day,  for  infor- 
mation in  case  of  poisoning. 
Gnotgeney dental  cfinic  (24  hours)  02- 
632303. 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE  B 724131  Birds.  Or- 
phans arid  Fools  7 *-la  Vis  at  Rian 
«T Autre  9:30  * R>  1 AntsvOffat  Kcfct 
9:30  G.G-  GIL  Jarusalam  MaU  (Maflia) 
B 788448  Naked  Gun  2,  A 6,  8,  10  * 
ScNmfler’i  Ust  1:30,  5, B:30  ★ Fw 
lasa  1:36, 4:15, 7, 9:30  * PaBcan  Brief 
11 JO. 4:15, 7,9^0  * Romao  Bleeding 
2, 5.  7:30,  9:45  * Banka  1 :30,  4:30.  7, 
9:30  In  the  Name  of  the  Father  2,  5, 
7:30,9:45  * bitareactfoo  2. 5.7:30,9:45 
* Mas  and  Moofa  2, 4r  6.  8. 10  ORION 
OR  1-6  B 2529144  ShamaiSL  On  Dead- 
ly Grounds  □ Woman  Who  Makes 
Sesame  OB  □ Banka  □ Orlando  5. 
7:20,  9:30  * Bleerffcig  Borneo  7:30, 
930  ★ Sister  Act  2 5 RAV  CHEN  1-7  B 
792799  Credit  Card  Reservations  B 
794477  Rav-Mecher  Building,  19  Ha'o- 
man  St,  Talpiot  My  Father  the  Karo  □ 
Beverly  HBfeilBa*  5, 7:30. 9:50*  Kika 
4:50,  7:25,  9:50  * Malice  □ Blink  5, 
7:30, 9:50  * Shadow  Lands  4:40, 7:15. 
21:50  Uttie  Buddha  4:20,  7:10,  9:50 
RON  1-2  B 234704  1 Rabbi  Akiva  St 
Ptiildalphia  □ Beverly  MBbOBos  5, 
7:15,  9J0  TORAH  OUTREACH  PRO- 
GRAM B 288968  Fallow  Mo  - The  Six 
Day  War  9,  11,  1.  3.  5 - 
TEL  AVIV  - 

RAV-CHENB  5282288*  Dizengaff.  Center 
My  Father  the  Haro  □ Bewariy  HMhB- 
Kaa , 5, 7:25, 9:55  * BHnk  O MaOca  5, 7, 
9:50  * House  of  Spirits  430. 7:15,9:55 
CINEMATHEQUE  1-2  B 6917181  2 
Sprinzak  St  Orlando  5:30,  7:45, 9:46  * 
Their.  Story  5 * Batter  to  bo  Wch  and 
Healthy  Than  Poor  and  R1  7 DEKEt  S 
5443200  94  Yehuda  Hamaccabi  St  PhiW 
adelphie  7:30.  9:50  DIZENGOFF  1-3  B 
200485  Dbangoff  Center  The  Piano  1 * 
1, 3:10, 7:30  * BoBa  Epoqua  1:05,  5:15, 
9:50  * Pleading  Romeo  aTVoia  Cou- 
lenrs  Blanc  11.  1:05,  3:10.  5:15,  7:30, 
9:50  DRIVE-IN  B 6423080  Mrs.  Doobt- 
fira  10  pm.  * Sax  Him  12  midnight 
GAN  HA'IR  B 5279228  71  ton  Gabirol  St 
Uttto  Buddha  2:15,  4*5.  7:15.  9:50  * 
Wayne's  World  2:30, 5, 7:30, 10:00  GAT 
8 6967888*  26  ton  Gabirol  St  Shadow 
i«»fc  4:50.  7120,  9:58  GORDON  8 
5236992  87  Ben  Yehuda- St  The  Unba- 
Bevable  Truth  6:30, 10  * Trust  8 HA- 
KOLNOA  Z0A  HOUSE  B 6959341  26  Ibn 
Gabirol  St  The  Joy  Luck  4:30,  7:15, 
4:30  G.G.  HOD  1-4  B 5228090  Hod  Pas- 
sage, 101  Dbangoff  St  On  Domfly 
Ground  2. 4:45. 7:30,9:30, 10  *-Psttcao 
Brief  2,46.8.  10.  LEV  1-4  B 5288288 
KBce  12.  2:15,  4:50,  7:30.  8:50  ★ On* 
False  Move  2:15, 6 * Fan  Fan  12:15,  X 
5,  7:45,  10  * rate  well  to  My  Concu- 
bine 1:40,  7.  9:40  * Naked  12. 5:30. 10 
RAV-OR  1-5  B 5102674*  Opera  House 
Little  BodtBis  □ Age  of  Innocence  □ 
Remains  of  the  Day  □ The  Beverly 
HiUbMias  4^0,  7:15,  9:45  * Short 
Cuts  5:30,  9 G.G.  SHAHAF  1-2  B 
5271645  Kiker  Namir  Schindler'*  List  5, 
8:45.  * Max  aid  Morris  2,  4,  6,  8,  10 
G.G.  TAYELET  1-3  B 5177952  2 Yona 
Ha  navi  St,  In  tfie  Name  of  the  Father 
□ Perfect  Worid  5,  7:30,  10  * 
Schindler's  List  5, 8:45  G.G.  TEL  AVIV 
8 5281181  65  Pinsker  St  Plakod  Gun  P 
Intersection  □ In  the  Name  of  the 
Father  5:30, 8, 10  TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM  B 
6961297' 27  Shaul  Hamelefch  Boulevard 
The  Women  Who  Made  Sesame  Ofl 
7:46, 10ZAFON  8 5443966 18  Louis  Mar- 
shall St  Baraka  5.  7:30,  9:90  - 
*Credit  card  reservations:  8 (03) 
5252244  - 

HAIFA  . 


CINEMA  CAFE  AMAMI  B 3257K  Little 
Buddha  9:45  * Farewell  to  Iffy  Con- 
. cdiine  9 * Remains  of  the  Day  7 * 
The  Piano  7 CINEMA  CAFE  MORIAH  B 
242477  Tbe  Woman  Who  Made  Sesa- 
me OP  7:15.  9:30  CINEMATHEQUE  B 
386246/383424  The  Ruins  9:30  ORLY 
Shadow  Lands  6:46, 9:15  RAV-GAT 1-2 
B 674311  Blink  □ The  Beverly  Wllbil- 
Bas  4:40.  7,  9:20  * RAV-MOR  1-7  B 
416899/8  Shadow  Lands  □ Mafica  □ 
Philadelphia  □ Beverly  Hillbillies 
4 J0r  7,  9:20  * My  Father  the  Hero  □ 
Blink  4:45, 7. 9 JO  * Short  Cuts  5:30, 9 
RAV-OR  1-3  B 246553  Aristocats  (He- 
brew dialogue } 4:45  * My  Father  the 
Hero  4:40.  7,  9:20  * Kika  7 * Malice 
6:45,  9:15  9:20 

ASHDOD 

G.G-  GIL  Malice  5:30,  7:45.  10  * Max 
and  Morris  5:30,  8.  10  * Philadelphia 
5,  7 JO,  10  Ron  1-2  Tbe  Piano  7:30. 9:30 

* Schindler's  List  8:45 

ASHKELON 

RAV  CHEN  1-6  B 711223  Naked  Gun  5, 
7.  9:50  * Malice  5.  7:30,  9:45  * 
Schindler's  Ust  5 JO.  9 * Blink  □ My 
' Father  tbe  Hero  □ Max  and  Morris  5, 
7:30.  9:50 
BAT  YAM 

RAV  CHEN  « 6531077  Naked  Gun  □ 
My  Father  the  Hero  □ The  Beverly 
HIllbflKes  □ Malice  5,  7 JO,  9:50  * 
Schindler's  Ust  5:30.  9 * Max  and 
Morris  5.  7:30,  9:50  * Naked  Gun  5. 
7:30,  9:50 
BEERSHEBA 

RAV-NEGEV  1-4  8 235278  Naked  Gun 

□ My  Father  the  Hero  5,  7:30,  9:50  *• 
Malice  □ BBnk  5,  7:30.  9:50 

DJMONA 
MOFET  Malice  10 
HADERA 

LEV  Schindler's  List  6:45  * BHnk  5. 
7:30.  9:50  * Max  and  Morris  5,  7:40, 
9:50  * Kika  5,  10:15  * Naked  Gun  5, 
7:30. 9:50 

HERZUYA 

ACCADIA  CINEMA  CLUB  B 557799 
SeMndlar's  Ust  5:15, 9 COLONY  CINE- 
>AA  1-2  (MANDARIN)  B 6902666  House 
of  Spirits  7:15,  10  * Remains  of  the 
Day  7:30,  10  DANIEL  Trois  Coulaun 
Blanc  7:15, 9:30  STAR®  589068  29  So- 
kolcrw  SL  Secret  Garden  11  &jn.,  5:30 

* Lfttfe  Buddha  9:45  * Max  mid  Mor- 
ris .□  Naked  Gun  5.  7:40,  9:50.* 
8ddndier's  Ust  6 

KARMIEL 

CINEMA  1—3  8C887277  Shadow  Lands 

□ Max  and  Morris  □ The  Beverly  Hill- 
billies 7,  9:30 

KFAR  SAVA 

GJa.  GIL  In  the  Name  of  the  Father 
4:45,  7 JO,  10  * Kika  5. 7 JO,  10  * Na- 
ked Gun  □ Max  and  Morris  5 JO.  a 10 

* Fearless  4:45,  7:20,  10  * BHnk  □ 
Beverly  ttiHbiHie*  5.  7:30,  10 

KIRYAT  BIAUK 

KIRY0N  far  the  Name  of  the  Father  □ 
Pelican  Brief  □ Intersection  7, 9 JO  * 
Max  and  Morris  □ Naked  Gan  4:45, 7, 
9:30  * Blnerflng  Romeo  □ Banka  7, 
9:30  * Mrs.  Spitfire  DWayne’s  World 

□ Adam's  Family  Values  □ Sitter  Act 
2 □ Look  Who's  Talking  4:45  * Jun- 
gle Book  4:45  * The  Secret  Garden 
4:45  * Remains  of  the  Day  7.  9:30  * 
Schindler's  List  5,  9:15 

KIRYAT  MALACHI 

HAWRYA  (Otareection  7 JO.  9:30 
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TELEVISION 


■ CHANNEL  1 

6 JO  News  in  Arabic  6-45  Cartoons 

7.00  Good  Morning  Israel 

■ EDUCATIONAL  TV 

8.00  Program  Details  8.09  Keep  Fit 

3.15  Arithmetic  8J5  History  of  Eretz 
Yisrael  8-55  Judaism:  Keshet  v'anan 

9.15  Natural  Science;  Let's  Look  Up 
9.40  Pretty  Bunerfly  10.15  Cap'jain 
Cook  11.10  A Look  At  Nature  11J0 
Science  and  Technology  1 1.45  French  - 
Avec  plsisir  12.00  The  Environment 
12J25  Mathematics  12  JS  Mathematics 
for  Bog  rut  13.00  Sdenoe  and  Technol- 
ogy - Biological  Revolution  13J0  The 
Portrait  - drama  14.00  Stories  of  King 
Babar  1430  The  Wonder  Years  15.00 
Zombit 

■ CHANNEL  1 

36J5  Winnie  the  Pooh  - cartoon  16.00 
News  update  16.10  Concervon  - series 
'Of  concerts  for  children  with  song,  panto- 
mime and  dance  16^45  Clay  animation 

17.00  A New  Evening  17  J5  Legends  of 
King  Solomon  17.45  The  Simpsons 

18.15  News  in  English 

ARABIC  PROGRAMS 

18J0  The  Four  Seasons  19.00  News  in 

Arabic 

HEBREW  PROGRAMS 

19  JO  Wheels  - program  on  cars,  trans- 
port and  road  safety  hosted  by  Daniel 
Pe’er  20.00  Mabet  21  -OO  European  Cup 
Finals  in  soccer  Irve  from  Atiiens.  Milan 
vs.  Barcelona  23.15  Late-night  news 
23 JO  Israel  Festival:  Circus  Oz  - with 
performers  from  China,  France,  England 
and  Australia  23.50  Midnight  Cailer 

■ THE  NEW  CHANNEL  2 

14.05  Star  Trek  - The  Next  Generation 

15.00  Animated  series  15.30  Tin  Tin  - 
animated  series  16.00  Folktales  - seen 
from  the  present-day  point  cf  view 

17.00  News  17.05  Doug  — animated 
series  17 JO  Fresh  Pnnce  of  Bel-Air 

18.00  Clips  With  Love  - with  Avri  Gilad 

19.00  NBA  Action  - weekly  magazine 
19  JO  Kolbodek  20.00  News  20  JO  Ha- 
gashash  Hahrver  - comedy  21 .00  Live  - 
Dan  Shilon  Hosts  22.30  Film:  Frantic 
(1988)  - A doctor's  wife  disappears  on 
the  day  she  arrives  in  Paris  with  her  hus- 
band. He  searches  everywhere  till  he  re- 
alizes she’s  been  kidnapped.  A local 
woman  helps  him  find  her.  Starring  Har- 
rison Ford,  Emmanuelle  Seigner.  Direct- 
ed by  Roman  Polanski.  <115  mins)  23  JO 
News  73  35  Continuation  of  film 

■ JORDAN  TV  (unofficial) 

17  JO  French  programs  19.00  News  in 
French  19.15  Classical  music  19 JO 
News  in  Hebrew  1945  Documentary 

20.00  News  in  Arabic  20  JO  Too  Close 
For  Comfort  21.10  Documentary  22.00 
News  in  English  22J0  Poldark  (drama) 

■ MIDDLE  EAST  TV 

14J>0  The  700  Club  14.55  Rim:  Blood 
on  the  Sun  - Reporter  discovers  Japa- 
nese plot  to  conquer  the  world.  Starring 
James  Cagney.  Sylvia  Sidney  16.30 
Mighty  Mouse  17 JO  Dangermouse 
17.45  Superbook  18.10  Hart  To  Han 
19.10  Rescue  911  20.00  World  News 
Tonight  (Arabic)  20 JO  CNN  Headline 
News  21.00  Wings  21J0  Matlock 
22J0  Murder  She  Wrote  23.10  The  700 
Club  00.00  Film:  Blood  on  the  Sun  (rpt) 


CABLE 


IVUGDAL  HA'EMEK 
RAV-CHEN  Max  and  Morris  □ Piano  □ 
Naked  Gun  □ Interaction  7.  9:30 
NESS  ZIONA 

G.G.  GIL  1-4  B 404729  Naked  Gun  □ 
Max  aod  Morris  5:30, 8, 10  * Intersec- 
tion 5,  7:30, 10  * In  the  Name  of  the 
Father  5,  7:30,  10 

NETANYA 

G.G.  GIL  1 -5  S 628452  Max  and  Morris 

□ Naked  Gun  5:30.  8.  10  * Intersec- 
tion 5:30.  8.  10  * Bleeding  Romeo 
5:30, 8, 10  * In  the  Name  of  the  Father 
5.  7:30.  10  RAV-CHEN  1-4  B 618570 
Tombstone  □ Shadow  Lands  4:45, 
7:15,  9:45  * Blink  □ Malice  5.  7:30. 
9:50  * Beverly  HiKbllBes  5.  7:30.  9:50 

* Shadow  Lands  4:45,  7:20,  9:50 

PETAH  TIKVA 

GG.  HECHAL  1-3  8 9300844  Max  and 
Morris  □ Naked  Gun  5:30, 8, 10  * Mal- 
ice 5:30.  7:45.  10  G.  G.  RAM  1-3  S 
9340818  Remains  of  the  Day  5. 7:30, 10 

* Schincfler's  List  5,  8:30  + In  the 
Name  of  the  Father  5,  7:15,  9:45 
RA'ANANA 

PARK  My  Father  the  Hero  11.  5.  7:30, 
9:45  ★ Philadelphia  5. 7:30, 9:50  * The 
Beverly  KilBrilliea  □ Max  and  Morris 

□ Naked  Gun  11.  5,  7:30.  9:30 

RAMAT  GAN 

RAV-GAN  1-4  B 797121*  ‘Credit  card 
reservations:  a (03)  5252244  In  the 
Name  of  the  Father  4:30,  7:10,  9:50  * 
Little  Buddha  5:30,  9 + Aristocats 
/ Hebrew  dialogue ) 5 RAV-OASIS  1-3  S 
6730667  Blink  □ Naked  Gun  □ Malice 
5.  7:30,  9:50 

RAMAT  HASHARON 

KOHAV  Mrs.  Doubtfue  7:15,  9:40 

REHOVOT 

CHEN  1-4  a 465979  Mink  □ Philadel- 
phia 7:10,  9:45  * Max  and  Morris  5, 
7:10, 9:45  * Trois  Cooleurs  9:50  + Bar- 
aka 11  a.m..  5,  7:30 
R1SHON  LEZION 
NA'AMAN  a 941522  Naked  7:30,  10:50 
RAV-CHEN  1-4  S 9670503/7  BHnk  5, 
7:30,  9:50  * Philadelphia  □ Tbe  Bev- 
erly Hillbillies  5. 7:30, 9:50  ★ Shadow- 
lands  4:45.  7:20.  9:50  RISHON  a 
9653230  Fearless  7:30, 9:45  G.G.  RON  1- 
3 a 96621 75  Little  Buddha  5. 7:15. 9:30 

* Pelican  Brief  5,  7:16,  9:45  * Re- 
mains of  the  Day  5,  7:15,  3:30  HAZA- 
HAV  Blink  5:30, 7:45, 10  * In  the  Name 
of  the  Father  4:45,  7:30,  10  ★ 
Schindler's  List  5,  8:30  * Jurassic 
Park  11  a.m.  * Aristocats  □ The  Se- 
cret Garden  11:30  am 

RISHON  NEW  IND.  AREA 
GAL  1-5  S 9619669  MeSca  5. 7:30, 10  * 
Naked  Gun  □ Max  and  Morris  5:30,  8, 
10  * Bleeding  Romeo  5. 7:30, 10  * My 
Father  the  Haro  5:30,  7:45, 10  * Alad- 
din ( Hebrew  dialogue } 1 1 :30  a.m.  STAR 
1-4  B 9613385-7  27  Llshlnsky  St  Wka 
7:30.  10  * Mrs.  Doubtfira  7:30. 10  * 
The  Beverly  Hillbillies  7:45,  10  * Lit- 
tle Buddha  7:25,  10  * Philadelphia 
7:25,  10 

UPPER  NAZARETH 

G.G.  GIL  Beverly  HMbiBfe*  5. 7:15.9:45 

* Naked  Gun  □ Max  and  Morris  5 JO. 
8, 10  * Schindler's  List  5, 8:30  + In  the 
Name  of  the  Father  5. 7 JO,  10  * Uttie 
Buddha  5.  7:15.  10  * Malice  5.  7:15, 
9:45 


M FAMILY  CHANNEL  (3) 

8XO  Local  broadcast  9.00  Attitudes 
9.45  The  Young  and  the  Restless  10  JO 
Guests  in  the  Living  Room  11.00  Major 
Dad  11  JO  AntoneJIa  12-15  Pasquale's 


ACROSS 

4  One  in  Prance  said  this 
company  is  not  on  the  Stock 
Exchange  list  (8) 

8 Secret  of  trendy  doctor's 
model  (61 

9 Dose  of  medicine  on  fork  is 
full  of  air!  <81 

10  High-scoring  sweet?  1 5-3) 

11  Make  a short  journey  while 
it  isn't  raining  come  to  an 
end  (3J) 

12  It  is  inconceivable  that  it 
could  be  made  turn  round  (8) 

13  Pass  boy  an  advertising 
sheet  (8) 

16  Two  turncoats  back  io 
charge  of  the  add  (S) 

19  A runner  takes  it  in  his 
stride  (8) 

21  In  the  photograph  3 


Kitchen  12-40  Falcon  Crest  13J5  Per- 
fect Strangers  14.05  Young  Indiana 
Jones  15.00  Trapper  John  15  JO  Mur- 
der She  Wrote  18.40  The  Powers  Tha  Be 

17.05  New  WKftP  in  Cincinnati  17  JO 
Love  Boat  18J0  Neighbors  1845  The 
Young  and  The  Restless  19 JO  Local 
broadcast  20.00  Antonella  20  JO  Fal- 
con Crest  21.40  Cheers  22.10  Melrose 
Place  22.55  Acapulco  Heat  23.45  The 
Jackie  Thomas  Show  00.10  Quantum 
Leap  1.00  Hunter 

■ MOVIE  CHANNEL  (4) 

10 JO  The  Birth  - Indian  movie  12JO 
The  Taking  of  Pelham  123  11974)  (rpt) 

14.15  Love,  Lies  and  Lullabies  (1992) 
(rpt)  18.00  Kids  Like  These  (1987)  (rpt) 
17J5  Renegades  (1982)  - cop  action 
with  Patrick  Swayze  19.10  Across  (he 
Tracks  (1991 ) (rpt)  21 .00  Dakota  (1988)  - 
drama  with  Lou  Diamond  Phillips  as  a 
young  man  who  flees  to  a Texas  ranch 
2240  Too  Young  to  Die  (rpt)  00,10 
Dead  on  the  Money  (1991)  (rpt)  140  The 
Hand  that  Rocks  the  Cradle  (1992)  (rpt) 

« CHILDREN'S  CHANNEL  (61 

6.30  Cartoons  3.30  Cartoons  10.05 
Casper  And  Friends  10  JO  Pigg&burg 
Pigs  11.05  Jungle  Tales  11J0  Wind  in 
the  Willows  12.40  Hombres  de  Ley 
1340  Cartoons  14.05  Ghostbusters 
14J0  Dreamsione  15.05  Thundercats 

15.30  Supergran  16.00  The  Bionic 
Woman  16-50  Flying  Classroom  17.30 
Cartoons  18.05  Casper  and  Friends 
18 JO  Piggsburg  Pigs  19.00  Perfect 
Strangers  19J5  21  Jump  St. 

■ SECOND  SHOWING  (6) 

20 JS  The  Honeymooners  2140  Love 
Thy  Neighbor  21  JO  Who’s  Singing 
Over  There?  (1990)  - Yugoslavian  satire 
set  in  the  spring  of  1941  just  before  the 
Nazi  invasion.  Two  gypsies  sing  for  the 
strange  assortment  of  characters  on  a 
bus  journey.  Directed  by  Slobodan  Sijan 
185  mins)  22.55  The  Avengers 2345 All 
Through  the  Night  (1942)  (rpt) 

■ DISCOVERY  CHANNEL  (8) 

6.00  Open  University:  Social  Sciences 

11.00  Game  War  12.00  They  Look  Like 
Heroes  13.00  Invention  13-30  Festivals 
of  the  World  14.00  Open  University  (re- 
peat of  morning's  programs)  16.00 
Game  War  17.00  They  Look  Like  Heroes 

18.00  Open  University  (repeat  of  morn- 
ing's programs)  20.00  Animal  Traffic 

21.00  New  Explorer  21.30  Wild  South 

22.00  Police  Chief  23.00  Extra  Dimen- 
sion 2345  Open  University  (repeat  of 
morning's  programs) 

■ SUPER  CHANNEL 

7.00  Supershop  7 JO  NBC  Network 
News  8.00  TTN  World  News  Live  8.15 
European  Business  Today  8JO  CNBC 
Business  Tonight  Live  940  fTN  World 
News  9.15  Market  Wrap  9 JO  NBC 
News  10.00  Super  Shop  13.00  Today's 
Business  Live  13.30  FT  Reports  14.00 
Today  14J0  FT  Businesr  Today  15.00 
Today  15 JO  The  Money  Wheel  18JO 
FT  Business  Tonight  1 9.00  Today  20.00 
ITN  World  News  20 JO  Executive  Life- 
styles 21.00  Dateline  22.00  Super- 
sports 23.00  ITN  World  News  23  JO  FT 
Business  Tonight  23.50  Market  Wrap 
00.00  The  Tonight  Show  with  Jay  Leno 

1.00  Real  Personal  1.30  NBC  Network 
News  Live  2.00  Equal  Time  2.30  Talkin’ 
Jazz 

■ STAR  PLUS 

7 JO  Neighbors  8.00  Santa  Barbara 

9.00  The  Bold  and  The  Beautiful  9.30 
Donahue  1OJ0  Oprah  Winfrey  11  JO 
Today's  Gourmet  12.00  Mr  Rogers' 
Neighborhood  12JO  Grimms*  Fairy 
Tales  13.00  Force  Five  13J0  Degrassi 
Junior  High  14.00  E!  Extreme  Close  Up 

14.30  Neighbors  15.00  M*A'S*H 
15  JO  Doogie  Howser,  M.D. -1640  Any- 
thing But  Love  16.30  Moonlighting 
17JOThe  Bold  and  The  Beautiful  18.00  - 
Santa  Barbara  19.00  Crystal  Maze 

20.00  Capital  City  21.00  M*A*S*H 


21  JO  E!  Features  22-00  Neighbors 
vn  Crystal  Maze  23.30  Capital  City 
00  JO  Donahue 


RADIO 


■ VOICE  OF  MUSIC 

646  Waiting  to  Music  9.00  Canssimi: 
Song  of  Songs  oratorio;  Boccherini:  Cel- 
lo concerto  in  G:  Schnittke:  Gratulations- 
rondo  for  violin  and  piano:  American 
spirituals  ±10.10  From  the  World's  Con- 
cert Halls  - London  Proms  ‘93.  Works  by 
Mozart:  Symphony  no  31  "Paris";  Mass 
in  C K317  "Coronation";  Vesperae  so- 
lennes  de  Confessors  K339;  Symphony 
no  38  "Prague":  Marriage  of  Figaro  over- 
ture i 1 145  Schnittke:  Quintet  for  piano 
and  strings  : 12.15  From  the  1991  Israel 
Festival  - songs  by  Kurt  Weill  14.06 
Classic  tangos;  Bizex-Bemstein:  Excerpts 
from  Carmen  Jones  18.00  Guest  pro- 
gram 1840  Keys  19.05  John  Williams 
(guitar)  in  concert  in  Seville  - works  by 
Albemz.  Bach.  Scarlatti.  Vivaldi  and  oth- 
ers 20.30  Israel  Festival  1994  - live 
broadcast  (with  Radio  3)  from  Henry 
Crown  Hall.  Jerusalem.  John  Zorn  (alto 
sax),  Dave  Douglas  | trumpet),  Greg  Co- 
hen (bass).  Joey  Baron  (drums)  23.00 
Domino 

■ RADIO  1 

6.16  Mishna.  Gemara  and  Tore  7.00 
News  in  English  7.15  News  in  French 

7.30  Hebrew  songs  8.05  Dial  9.05  It  s 
Open  1045  Teleradio  11.05  Finger  on 
ihe  Pulse  1245  Industry  13.00  News 
and  program  in  English  13.30  News  and 
program  m French  14.05  Youth  pro- 
grams 15  JO  Ethnic  music  16.05  Musi- 
cal quiz  17.00  News  in  English  17.02 
News  in  French  17.05  Israel  Festival 
magazine  18.05  Religious  programs 

20.00  Evening  news  20J0  Judaism 

22.05  Jerusalem  magazine  23.05 
Words  that  Try  to  Touch 

■ RADIO  2 

6.06  This  Morning  - news  magazine 

8.05  Another  Manor  9.05  Popular 
songs  10.05  It's  All  Talk  1245  Midday  - 
news,  commentary,  music  14.05  Magic 
Moments  15.05  Foreign  Affairs  1545 
Foreign  Press  16.05  The  Color  of  Money 

17.05  Five  After  the  News  18.05  Today 
- newsreel  19.05  The  Arabs  of  Israel 

20.05  Sports  broadcast  21.05  News 
headlines  21.15  Sports  broadcast,  con- 
tinued 23.05  Night  Right  00.05  Mid- 
night Magazine  00J0  Night  Flight,  con- 
tinued 1.05  Into  the  Night  5.05  First 
Light 

■ RADIO  3 

Music  all  day  and  night 

■ REKA 

18.00  News  in  English  18.15  News  in 
French  20.00  News  in  Russian 

■ ARMY  RADIO 

5.02  Good  Morning  IDF  6.00  Announce- 
. merits  6.05  Hebrew  songs  6JO  Good 
Morning  Israel  7.15  A New  Morning 
840  Good  Morning  Israel  945  It's  Diffi- 
cult in  the  Morning  10.05  Wafers  10.49 
Today's  entertainment  1 1 .05  Right  Now 
1340  Midday  News  13.15  Something 
for  Midday  14.05  Rock  magazine  15.05 
Someone  to  Talk  To  16.00  An  Hour  Be- 
fore 17.00  Good  Evening  Israel  18.05 
Over  the  Horizon  1845  Army  and  secu- 
rity 19.05  Music  20.00  Evening  news 
20 JO  Live  basketball  broadcast  23.05 
This  Was  the  Day  00.15  Night  Birds 
240  We  Don't  Want  to  Sleep 

■ ARMY  ON  WHEELS 

7.05  The  State  on  the  Way  9.05  Nine  in 
the  Square  1145  Sun  13.05  Air  Condi- 
tioning 1445  Battery  1545.  Program 
with  Dubi  Lena  16.05  Orjving  Wisely 

:h*1£.05  Program  with  Lea  Oz 2045  Drive 
In  22.05  Good  Night 


Mai  4 


rose-coloured  beacon  can  be 
seen  (61 

23  Settling  into  home  by  the 
heather  (8) 

24  Narrow  passage  reported  to 
be  in  good  order  (8) 

25  Dance  time  changed  at  tbe 
end  (6) 

26  I speak  maliciously  about 
the  inhabitant  (8) 


DOWN 

1 It  is  used  less  commonly  for 
an  ointment  (71 

2 Cricketing  cap? « 6-3) 

3 Three  different  articles,  one 
brought  up  for  tbe  goddess 
<6> 

4 It  certainly  isn't  above-board 
in  the  shopi5.3.7) 


5 It  needs  another  three,  just 
the  same,  to  make  the  circle 
(8) 

6 Vital  part  of  the  church 
equipment  (5) 

7 Go  in  with  one  over  50  by 
way  of  the  canal!  l7) 

14  Poor  to  be  on  this  queue 
outside  a baker’s  shop?  (9) 

15  Gave  a warning  before  wise 
man  died  l8) 

17  Bill  dislikes  trusted  friend 
(7) 

18  Took  a quick  look  at  the  way 
the  ball  was  deflected  (7) 

20  Drunk  seems  to  be  including 
a herbaceous  plant  (6) 

22  In  the  mire  a tacky  lasso  15) 


SOLUTIONS 


□ □HQ  fDBQDQS 
aaaaacian  □ □ a 
g u a a □aasQHa 
anania  a n a a 
o □ □ aaamOBtiHa 
aHaunnaH  a □ 
33  3 2QQ3Q3 

□ ana  sqq  s 

□□mans  □ □ □ 

a ed  aaaanasa 
aaaasaaaa  a a □ 

dam  b O3HQ0 
aaasooa  3-  a q a 
ass  asaaiaascj 
qsedbSid  □ a s a 


Yesterday's  Quick  Solution 
ACROSS:  1 Purse.  4 Shuns.  10 
Booldo;  11  THU,  12  Value,  13  Endless. 
15  Safe.  17  Dress.  19  Alien,  22 Tbre,  25 
Refrain,  27  Vo  cue,  29  Crisp.  30 
Earnest,  31  Angle,  32  Stone, 

DOWN:  2 Usual  3 Sadnasa.  6 Hated.  S 
Naivete,  7 Above.  8 Brief;  9 Slash,  14 
Near.  16  Asti.  18  Rnfimn,  20  Leveret, 
21  Erect.  23  Onset,  24  Heath,  28  Appal 
28  Green. 


QUICK  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Skein  (4) 

3 Square  piece  of 
doth  (8) 

9 Connection  (5) 

10  Redecorate  (7) 

11  Crow  (3) 

13  Sailors’ chant 
(2-5*2) 

14  Fairly  rough  (sea) 
(6) 

16  Hidden  (6) 

18  Cricket  position 
(&J) 

20  Levy  (3) 

22  Thoughtful  (7) 

23  Tferrible  (5) 

25  Amounted  to  ( 8) 

28  Ifest  of  knowledge 
14) 


DOWN 

1 Sharpened  (5) 

2 Nothing  (slang)  (3) 

4 Hearty  (anag)  (6) 

5 Commander  (7) 

6 Utensil  (9) 

7 Forsaken  (7) 

8 Pale  14) 

12  Mystery  story  (9) 

14  Pool  collecting 
filthy  water  1 7) 

15  Incomplete  (7) 

17  Arm  covering  (6) 
19  Bloodsucker  (4) 

21  Woody  tissue  ( 5) 

24  Establish  (3) 
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Cabinet  to 


Gov’t  considering  incentives  for  speedy  work,  fines  for  late  completion  Panel  under  pressure  ^ 


M1CHAL  YUDELMAN 
and  JOSE  ROSENFELD 


THE  cabinet  will  devote  its  next 
session  on  Sunday  to  discussing 
how  to  lower  soaring  housing 


prices.  This  was  decided  by  Prime 
Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  after  an 


Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  after  an 
urgent  meeting  with  the  housing 
and  finance  ministers  and  their  se- 
nior aides. 

Some  of  the  issues  to  be  debat- 
ed are  the  speedy  release  of  land 
reserves  for  construction;  speed- 
ing up  planning  and  construction 
procedures;  giving  incentives  to 
contractors  to  build  quickly;  fining 
contractors  who  fail  to  finish 
building  projects  on  schedule;  and 
lowering  construction  costs. 

It  was  also  decided  that  Housing 
Minister  Binyamin  Ben-Eliezer 
put  together  an  interministerial 
team  to  prepare  an  agenda  by  to- 
morrow on  the  steps  which  must 
be  taken  to  reduce  housing  prices. 

At  yesterday’s  meeting  each 
minister,  as  well  as  Rabin's  bureau 
chief  Shimon  Sheves,  presented 
ideas  to  reduce  housing  costs. 


Apartments  are  not  being  built 
due  to  a lack  of  available  land  and 
because  building  plans  are  stuck  in 
local  and  regional  planning  boards 
waiting  for  approval.  Finance 
Minister  Avraham  Shohat  told  the 
meeting. 


Shohat  said  these  problems 
were  identified  a long  time  ago. 
but  have  failed  to  be  dealt  with 
adequately.  For  this  reason,  ef- 
forts should  focus  on  eliminating 
these  bureaucratic  bottlenecks,  he 
said. 


Shohat  rejected  Berz-Eliezer's 
proposal  to  give  government  pur- 
chase obligations  to  contractors 
building  in  areas  of  high  demand 
for  housing.  He  explained  that,  by 
definition,  in  high  demand  areas 
there  is  no  need  for  incentives  to 
sell  apartments  since,  in  any  case, 
buyers  abound.  Otherwise,  Sho- 
hat expressed  full  support  for  Ben- 
Eiiezer's  plan  to  sell  enough  land 
to  build  100,000  housing  units 
through  1995. 


UAT  COLLINS  and  DAN  IZENBERG 


THE  unexpected  high  price  of 
housing  in  the  cost-of-living  in- 
dex published  Sunday  added  ex- 
tra pressure  to  discussions  in  the 
Knesset's  interior  committee  on 
the  expedited  budding  permits 
(emergency  measures)  law  which 
were  held  yesterday. 

Although  the  Prime  Minister's 
Office  and  Construction  and 


Housing  Ministry  are  pushing  to 
extend  the  mandate  of  the  emer- 
gency measure  law,  which  ex- 
pired nearly  three'  weeks  ago, 
committee  chairman  MK  Yeho- 
shna  Matza  maintained  that  the 
permits  are  being  abused  by 
speculators. 

The  emergency  measures  law 
cuts  some  of  the  bureaucratic  red 
tape  involved  in  the  planning 
process  by  skipping  environmen- 
tal demands  and  shortening  the 
period  necessary  to  register  ob- 
jections. It  was  originally  passed 
for  two  years  in,19W  to  cope  with 
the  need  to  build  more  homes 
during  the  wave  of  immigration. 

Housing  Ministry  Direcror- 
General  Aryeh  Mizrahi  told  the 
committee  the  expedited  build- 
ing permits  are  still  necessary  in 
order  to  construct  another 
400,000  housing  units. 

Matza  was  angered  by  the 
daim.  saying:  “This  is  a humilia- 
tion for  the  interior  committee. 
This  is  the  fifth  time  that  the  gov- 
ernment has  asked  to  extend  the 
mandate  of  the  emergency  mea- 
sures and  each  time  they  promise 
that  this  will  be  the  last  time.  Tire 
government  must  be  able  to  dis- 
prove claims  that  the  expedited 
building  permits  were  used  main- 
ly for  speculation,  to  free  agricul- 
tural land  and  boost  its  value. 
Half  a million  bousing  units  have 
been  either  approved  or  are  un- 
dergoing approval,  so  why  have 
most  them  not  been  built?" 

Matza  said  that  housing  must 
be  built  throughout  the  country, 
“and  not  just  in  areas  that  inves- 
tors found  attractive.” 

Despifej  Matza ’s  opposition, 
the  emergency  measures  law 
Lool&set^o  come  up  for  second 


Housing  Minister  Binyamin  Ben-Eliezer  and  Finance  Minister  Avraham  Shohat  leave  yesterday’s  meeting  at  the  Prime 
Minister’s  Office.  (Isaac  Harari) 


Sheves  said  afterward  that  “ac- 
cording to  what  the  premier  said, 
it's  a package  of  various  propos- 
als, dealing  with  marketing  land. 


planned  public  [government] 
building  on  the  borders  of  the  cen- 
tral region,  purchase  commit- 
ments. and  combination  deals  be- 
tween the  government  and  the 
contactors.” 

Sheves  said  that  “public  hous- 
ing could  be  a temporary  solution 
to  today's  situation,  in  which  the 
demand  far  exceeds  the  supply 
and  this  causes  prices  - and  conse- 
quently the  cost  of  living  index 


and  inflation  - to  soar.  We  must 
find  an  immediate  solution  which 
can  bridge  over  a year  and  a half 
of  excess  demand  until  it  is  bal- 
anced out  with  the  supply  at 
hana." 

He  said  other  proposals  dis- 
cussed included  a thorough  re- 
form in  land  marketing,  noting 
that  the  government’s  plans  from 
October  1992  to  market  50,000 
housing  units  a year  fell  flat  on  its 


face  and  only  about  half  that  num- 
ber was  actually  sold. 

Shohat  rejected  Sheves’s  pro- 
posal to  restart  state-financed 
housing  projects  in  the  country's 
center.  He  reminded  the  partici- 
pants that  if  the  government  had 
not  stopped  its  funding  of  housing, 
no  new  money  would  have  been 
available  for  education,  infra- 
structure projects,  and  welfare. 

Shohat  suggested  providing  in- 


centives to  contractors  to  increase 
their  number  of  housing  starts.  He 
also  called  on  the  government  to 
provide  alternative  manpower 
sources  to  builders  who  have  been 
particularly  affected  by  the  clo- 
sure of  the  territories. 

Shohat  warned  that  if  prepara- 
tions for  building  programs  for  the 
next  10  years  are  not  completed 
now,  the  government  will  face  a 
housing  crisis  every  year. 


and  third  Knesset  reading  in  the. 
next  few  days.  , . ' 

Meanwhile,  the  Knesset  labor 
and  social  affairs  committee  yes- 
terday rejected  charges  by  Bank 
of  Israel  Governor  Ya’acov 
Frenkel  that  burgeoning  infla- 
tion has  been  fueled  by  overly 
generous  wage  agreements 
granted  recently  by  the  treasury. 

“The  wage  agreements  are 
connected  to  previous  months,1 
not  to  what  will  be 'in  the  coming- 
months,"  the  committee  said  in  a. 
formal  resolution. 

The  statement  came -in  re-- 
Sponse  to  a warning  leveled  by; 
Frenkel  on  Monday,  that  tnfla-' 
tion  had  not  been  tamed  and  that 
the  problem  was  not  just  the  ris- 
ing cost  of  housing,  as  the  gov-, 
eminent  allegedly  keeps  insist-, 
ing.  FVenkel  singled  out  recent, 
wage  agreements  in  which  some, 
sectors  received  allegedly  dispro- 
portionate pay  increments. 

The  interview  with  Frenkel  fbW 
lowed  publication  in  April  of  the 
2 percent  cost-of-living  increase 
figure,  which  jacked  up  the  cur-’ 
rent  inflation  rate  for  1994  to- 
13.5  percent. 

Baisheva  Tsur  adds: 

“Soviet  Jews  like  to  say  that  in 
Israel  you  feel  at  home  only  after- 
you  have. bought  a home,”  Zion- 
ist Forum  head  Natan  Sharansky  * 
yesterday  wrote  to  Prime  Minis- 
ter Yitzhak  Rabin. 


But.  Sharansky  added,  the^ 
high  price  of  apartments  in  Israel  • 
had  led  him  to  reiterate  to  the 
prime  minister  some  suggestions 
made  a year  and  a half  ago-. 


He  called  on  the  government 
to  rescind  its  decision  to  stop- 
public  building  in  the  center  of 
the  country,  saying  that  this  was  ■ 
the  only  area  where  oiim  with ' 
problems  could  settle.  Sharansky 
also  asked  that  the  government’ 
build  small  apartments  which 
would  be  suitable  for  olim  with 
limited  - means.  He  added  that- 
mortgages  should  be  raised  to  re-  - 
alistic  levels.  - . 


Hefetz:  Security  on  roads  linking 


Gaza  and  Jericho  cannot  be  guaranteed 


-Labor  coalition 
t under  way 


SECURITY  forces  cannot  guar- 
antee that  Palestinian  terrorists 
will  not  take  advantage  of  safe 
passage  routes  through  Israel  be- 
tween Gaza  and  Jericho  to  carry 
out  attacks.  Police  Inspector-Gen- 
eral Assaf  Hefetz  said  yesterday. 

Four  routes  connecting  the  two 
autonomous  areas  will  officially 
go  into  use  in  the  coming  days. 

At  a Jerusalem  news  confer- 


BILL  HUTMAN  and  DAN  IZENBERG 


ensure  that  the  vehicles  have  not 
left  the  route  by  timing  their  arriv- 
al between  roadblocks. 

Hefetz  downplayed  the  possibil- 
ity of  Palestinian  terrorists  taking 
advantage  of  the  routes.  He  ad- 
mitted the  “timing  system”  would 
only  let  police  know'that  a vehicle 


lions  lor  «...  a..  ..L.ci-.  u-.w. 


steps  taken  by  police  to  secure 
them. 

“It’s  not  as  if  the  roads  are  go- 
ing to  be  have  high  fences  built  on 
each  side,*’  Hefetz  said. 

Police  Minister  Moshe  Shahal 
addressed  the  matter  before  the 
Labor  Knesset  faction,  saying  Pal- 
estinian cans  will  have  to  clock  in 
at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
trip.  The  cars  will  be  not  be  al- 
lowed to  stop,  and  roadblocks  will 


a..-  diet  "OuiU  iitc a nave  10 
track  down  the  car. 

The  four  safe  passage  routes  in- 
clude two  to  the  north  and  two  to 
the  south  of  Jerusalem.  Hefetz 
said  that  normally  only  one  route 
would  be  in  use.  although  at  times 
two  routes  would  be  opened  to 
Gaza-Jericho  traffic. 

“Even  [Palestinians]  without 
permits  to  enter  Israel  will  be  able 
to  use  the  safe  passage  routes,” 
Hefetz  said.  It  bad  been  widely 


understood  that  only  persons  with 
entrance  permits  would  be  al- 
lowed to  use  the  routes. 

Hefetz  said  that  the  police  had 
little  input  concerning  the  routes, 
because  agreements  on  regula- 
tions over  their  use  were  made  by 
political  leaders  of  Israel  and  the 

the  routes,  which  wiil  be  pa- 
trolled by  a new  unit  now  being 
established  by  the  police,  would 
only  be  open  during  daylight 
hours,  according  to  Hefetz. 

Shahal  said  he  asked  for  govern- 
ment funding  for  an  additional 
1.400  police  officers  to  man  the 
safe  passage  roads. 

Shahal  also  fold  Labor  Party 
members  that  a new  police  district 
manned  by  '3.000  officers  will  be 
established  in  the  next  few  davs  to 


secure  the  Jewish  settlements  in 
the  administered  territories. 

“The  good  will  and  the  under- 
standing in  the  field  is  excellent," 
Shahal  said  of  the  relations  so  far 
between  Palestinian  and  Israeli 
police  officers. 

Shahal  said  be  supported  Pales- 
tinian demands  to  disarm  Israelis 
wanting  to  study  at  the  Shalom  A1 
Yisrael  synagogue  in  Jericho.  He 
criticized  veshiv3  students  for  alleg- 
edly insulting  the  Palestinian  police 
officer  guarding  the  synagogue. 

“The  students  must  not  treat  the 
[Palestinian]  police  as  if  they  did 
not  exist,"  Shahal  said.  “That  is  a 
provocation.  They  are  human  be- 
ings, just  like  us.” 

Hefetz,  meanwhile,  confirmed 
that  foe  weapons  used  by  Palestin- 
ian officers  underwent  ballistic  tests 
by  the  police,  so  they  could  be 
checked  if  the  weapons  are  used  in 
terror  attacks  in  tbe  future. 


THE  leaders  of  the  Ramon-Mer- 
etz-Shas  list  yesterday  agreed  to 
stop  their  attacks  on  outgoing  His- 
tadrut  Secretary-General  Haim  Ha- 
berfdd  and  the  leaders  of  Labor's 
Histadrut  faction,  as  preliminary 
negotiations  got  under  way. 

Labor  leaders  expect  Haberfekl, 
who  did  not  return  from  abroad  in 
time  to  attend  the  meeting,  to 
quash  the  “rebellion"  among  local 
labor  council  secretaries  and  to  per- 
suade some  dozen  council  beads  to 
undo  tbe  agreements  they  signed 
with  the  Likud,  in  violation  of  ex- 
press instructions  from  Prime  Min- 
ister Yitzhak  Rabin. 

Labor’s  negotiating  team  will  be 
beaded  by  Haberfeld,  but  he  will  be 
subject  to  Rabin's  guidance. 

The  meeting,  which  was  held  in  a 
relaxed  atmosphere  at  Mapam 
headquarters,  was  attended  by  MK 
Haim  Oron  (Mapam),  MK  Ran 
Cohen  (CRM).  Eli  Yisbai  (Shas), 
MK  Shmnel  A vital  (representing 
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Ramon),  and  MK  Anat  Maor  (Ma- 
pam), and  by  Labor  Party  Secre- 
tary-General Nissim  ZvDH,  ^a'a- 
mat  Secretaiy-General-Elect  Ofra 
Friedman.  Zvi  Aldoratj.  and 
Yoram  Oberkovitz. 

They  decided  to  end  the  negotia- 
tions by  June  2.  when  the  Histadrut 
executive  committee  is  to  meet, 
and  to  convene  the  Histadrut  con- 
vention as  soon  as  possible  after 
that.  Ramon's  representatives  de- 
manded the  convention  be  held  no 
later  than  mid-June,  despite  the 
Histadrut  constitution  which  re- 
quires that  it  meet  three  months 
after  the  first  executive  committee 
meeting  after  the  elections. 

Zvilli  will  present  this  demand  to 
Labor's  Histadrut  faction  this 
morning  and  then  give  Ramon  an 
answer. 

Senior  members  of  tbe  faction 
criticized  Rabin  for  “selling  the  His- 


tadrut to  Ramon  cheaply.” 

At  a stormy  meeting  in  Labor's 
headquarters,  some  60  labor  coun- 
cil secretaries  belonging  to  tbe  La- 
bor Party  demanded  they  be  al- 
lowed to  conduct  independent 
negotiations  for  local  coalitions. 
Most  had  won  a majority  in  their 
districts,  and  they  told  Zvilli,  who 
tried  to  persuade  them  to  abide  by 
Rabin's  guidance,  that  they  would 
form  coalitions  with  whomever  is 
necessary  to  maintain  Labor’s  he- 
gemony in  the  councils. 

“We.  contended  in  primaries, 
each  of  us  invested  immense  sums 
of  month  and  we  won,”  said  Moshe 
Eini,  secretary  of  the  Kiryat  Gat 
labor  counciL  “They  [Labor  lead- 
ers] lost,  and  cannot  dictate  to  us 
how  or  with  whom  to  conduct  coali- 
tion negotiations.” 

Tel  Aviv  labor  council  secretary 
Gershon  Gehnan  said  he  would  not 
cancel  the  agreement  he  had  made 
with  the  Likud. 
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UNNECESSARY  arrests,  arrests 
that  last  longer  than  needed,  poor 
prison  conditions  and  many  other 
problems  characterize  the  Israeli 
justice  system,  several  people  told 
the  Knesset  law  committee 
yesterday. 

The  committee  was  discussing 
the  issue  in  an  effort  to  pressure  the 
government  into  changing  the  sys- 
tem in  accordance  with  the  Levine 
report,  which  was  presented  3bout 
two  years  ago  but  has  since  been 
ignored,  according  to  chairman 
Dedi  Zucker  (Meretz). 

Shmuel  Saf  of  the  Bar  Associa- 
tion told  the  committee  that  unnec- 
essary arrests  stemmed  from  Two 
factors:  overly  eager  police  officers, 
and  judges  who  were  too  quick  to 
approve  arrest  orders.  The  judges, 
he  noted,  are  often  not  even  ex- 
perts in  criminal  law.  and  they  are 
not  obliged  to  give  any  reasons  for 
their  decision. 

Zucker  said  that  at  times  a judge 
will  process  as  many  as  40  arrest 
orders  in  two  hours. 

Saf  also  lambasted  the  police  rule 
which  forbids  a detained  person 
from  making  phone  calls  until  an 
officer  has  signed  his  arrest  order. 
Tbe  average  wait  is  four  hours,  he 


said,  and  it  can  take  up  to  12. 

Inspector  Yossi  Levy,  head  of 
the  police  investigations  depart- 
ment. said  there  were  44.842  arrests 
last  year,  up  10  percent  from  1992. 
This  was  due  primarily  to  a sharp 
increase  in  two  sectors:  drug-relat- 
ed arrests  were  up  around  20  per- 
cent. and  arrests  for  disturbances  of 
the  peace  rose  by  around  17 
percent. 

The  overall  increase  reflected  the 
growth  in  the  population  and  in- 
creased police  activity,  he  said,  not 
a large  number  of  unnecessary 
arrests. 

Levy  also  denied  that  the  police 
used  arrests  to  pressure  suspects 
into  confessing. 

Police  Inspector-General  Assaf 
Hefetz  said  the  police  are  interested 
in  reducing  arrests,  because  the 
jails  are  overcrowded,  and  there  is 
no  place  to  put  detainees. 

However.  State  Attorney  Dorit 
Beinish  rejected  the  police’s  at- 
tempts to  gloss  over  the  situation. 

“A  significant  portion  of  the 
problems  that  were  raised  here  are 
really  problems."  she  said,  “But 
this  is  a matter  of  social  and  budget- 
ary priorities." 


LIKUD  MK  Ariel  Sharon  said 
yesterday  that  in  order  to  battle 
this  government,  a new  opposi- 
tion leadership  is  needed,  and  he 
volunteered  to  take  over  the  job 
from  Likud  leader  Binyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu  responded  that  “it 
is  because  of  such  chronic  under- 
mining that  the  Likud  lost  power 
in  the  first  place  and  we  now 
need  to  do  battle  with  a govern- 
ment which  constitutes  such  a di- 
saster to  this  nation.” 

According  to  Sharon,  speaking 
on  Israel  Radio’s  It's  All  Talk . 
“the  campaign  against  this  gov- 
ernment should  have  been  led  by 
the  opposition's  largest  party.  In 
this  the  largest  party  had  failed 
miserably."  Instead.  Sharon 
maintained,  “the  battle  against 
the  government  is  being  spear- 
headed by  the  Judea.  Samaria, 
and  Gaza  settlements  council.” 

What  is  needed,  as  Sharon  sees 
it.  “is  a new  leadership  for  the 
Likud,  one  which  would  be  able 
to  conduct  an  effective  struggle 
to  try  to  avert  the  vast  dangers  to 
which  this  government  exposes 
the  nation." 


“A  struggle  against  this  gov- 
ernment has  indeed  been  a must 
from  the  dark  day  on  which  it 
took  over.  But  why  did  it  take 
over?  We  lost  power  because  of  a 
handful  of  petty  politicians  who 
preferred  their  own  interests  to 
the  national  cause.  This  handful 
has  apparently  learned  nothing, 
but  in  the  meantime  there  has 
been  a change  in  the  Likud  - 
Israel's  largest  party  with 
180,000  dues-paying  members. 

“We  have  gone  through  prima- 
ries, there  are  rules  of  the  game 
now,  and  the  membership  will 
not  tolerate  those  who  thumb 
their  noses  at  the  rules.  The 
members  are  fed  up  with  these 
politicians  who  caased  one  loss 
and  they  will  not  allow  them  to 
lead  us  to  another  defeat.  This 
handful  will  seek  to  undermine 
any  Likud  leader  regardless  of 
bis  name.  It  started  with  Begin, 
continued  with  Shamir,  and  I am 
but  the  next  in  line.” 


THE  Knesset  house  committee 
yesterday  continued  discussing 
Rehavam  Ze’evfs  request  to  de- 
clare Shaul  Gutman  a defector 
from  the  Moledet  friction;  most  of 
the  MKs  talked  about  Gutman, 
but  were  thinking  about  Haim  Ra- 
mon, Amir  Peretz,  and  Shmuel 
A vital  who  were  recently  expelled 
from  the  Labor  Party. 

“Gutman's  circumstances  and 
those  of  Ramon,  Peretz,  and  A vi- 
tal are  exactly  the  same,"  Michael 
Eitan  (Likud)  fold  the  committee. 
“The  law  makes  no  distinction  be- 
tween parties  and  factions.” 

Moledet  has  expelled  Gutman 
from  the  party  and.  Labor  has  ex- 
pelled Ramon,  Pefretz,  and  A vital. , 
However,  while  Moledet  insists 
that  Gutman  is  no  longer  a mem- 
ber of  its  Knesset  faction.  Labor 
has  not  followed  suit. 

Eitan  claims  the  expulsion  of 
the  three  Labor  MKs  from  the 
faction  is  an  automatic  ccmse- 
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quence  of  their  expulsion  from  the 

pay- 

Committee  chairman  Haggaj 
Merom  turned  down  Eitan 's  re- 
quest to  merge  the  debate  on  the 
two  issues.  Later,  Eitan  wrote  Me- 
rom urging  him  to  convene  a 
meeting  to  discuss  the  parliamen- 
tary  status  of  the  three  Labor  MKs 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

Ze'evi,  represented  in  the 
house  committee  by  attorney  Uri- 
el Lynn,  claims  that  by  his  actions, 
. Gutman  made  it  dear  he  quit  Mo- 
fedet  and  no  longer  represents  it. 
Tbe  actions  included  the  establish- 
■fitent  of  a non-profit  organization 
called  Mishmeret  Hashalora, 
which  win  allegedly  run  as  a party 
-in  the  next  election,  charged 
. Ze'evi. 

According  to  Gutman,  the  law 
recognizes  only  one  circumstance 
in  which  an  MK  can  be  considered 


to  have  defected  from  his  party  - 
when  he  crosses  party  lines  foi 
personal  gain  to  help  the  othei 
side  form  a government. 

An  opinion  submitted  by  Knes- 
set legal  adviser  Zvi  Inbar  indicat- 
ed that  there  could  be  additions 
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Asked  whether  he  would  be 
willing  to  participate  in  such  an 
alternative  Likud  leadership. 
Sharon  replied  affirmatively. 


Just  because  "this  government 
is  such  a disaster,  we  must  all  rise 
above  the  petty  and  the  personal 
and  consider  the  larger  picture 
only.  Because  these  are  such 
dangerous  times  to  the  nation, 
we  must  now  unite,  Netanyahu 
said. 


Rubinstein  appointed  legal 
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Netanyahu  told  reporters  later 
that  “the  day  on  which  two  more 
Jews  are  murdered  and  Arafat 
calls  for  a Jihad  is  hardly  the  time 
to  re-launch  the  internal  Likud 
wars  and  once  more  put  into  play 
petty  ambitions,  personal  frus- 
trations. and  private  consider- 
ations. 


He  noted  that  former  rival  MK 
Benny  Begin  “has  been  cooper- 
ating in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word,”  and  Tsomet  leader  Ra- 
fael Eitan.  who  though  he  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  run  for 
prime  minister,  "has  also  been 
working  within  the  opposition 
framework  together  with  the 
L'lkud." 


FORMER  cabinet  secretary  Hya- 
kim  Rubinstein  was  officially  ap- 
pointed legal  adviser  to  tbe  De- 
fense Ministry  yesterday. 
Rubinstein,  who  ’had  served  as. 
cabinet  secretary  since  1986,  will 
retain  his  position  as  bead  of  Isra- 
el’s delegation  to  the  bilateral 
talks  with  Jordan. 

Brig.-Gem  (res.)  Dov  Sheffi. 
the  ministry's  former  legal  advis- 
er, was  appointed  its  senior  repre- 
sentative for  exports  in  the  US. 


He  win  head  the  SIBAT  (security 
- assistance  department)  office  in 
Washington. 

Col.  Gtuco  Oren  was  appointed 
to  bead  the  ministry's  Rehabilfta- 
.tion  Department,  which  oversees 
treatment  of  tbe  families  of  sol- 
diers killed  or  wounded  in  action 
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Rehabilitation  Department  and 
urimstry  deputy  director-general 
was  appointed  head  of  the  prol 
curement  mission  in  France. 
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